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Special “Pull-Out” Section Auction Catalogue 


Just pull-out and save this special 24-page section for your personal copy of 
this special auction catalogue. 
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PROUDLY PRESENTS OUR: 


"S 


I QUALITY I 

(auction sale) 

I MAIL AND FLOOR BIDS WILL BE ACCEPTED. I 


This Pine Tree auction sale will be held in conjunction with the Great 
eastern Numismatic Association Convention, Saturday September 22nd 
dm W ? se^s-The first 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon and the second 1:00 
P M. to 6.00 in the “Constitution Room” of the Sheraton Hotel, 1725 John 
F. Kennedy Blvd., Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 


We hope that this catalogue will profit and interest you. All coins were 
~ l,y 'nspected graded, attributed and described by the most 
eminent authority in U.S. numismatics. Our next sale will be in the 
spring. Your communication with Mr. Michael Turoff regarding lots you 
may desire to place at auction is solicited. Remember, we charge a lower 
commission and offer higher cash advances than any other auction firm 
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Please send me a copy of the prices 
realized after the Sept. 22nd sale 
for which I enclose $1.00 
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FINE TREE “Pull-Out” 
AUCTION SECTION 


TERMS of SALE 


1. All bids to be per lot as numbered in this catalog. 

2. We reserve the right to withdraw lots prior to day of sale. 

3. Bidding advances to be determined solely by the auctioneer, and 
furthermore the auctioneer regulates the bidding, and reserves the 
right to refuse any bid believed by him not to be made in good faith. 

4. All material catalogued and sold by Pine Tree Auction Sales is 
guaranteed to be authentic in all respects and to be as catalogued. No 
lot may be returned on account of condition or grade if examined by 
bidder prior to the auction. 

5. Bidders must have established credit with Pine Tree Auction Sales or 
have sent an advance deposit of 25%of their bid. Deposits will be 
refunded if bid is unsuccessful. 

6. Pine Tree Auction Co. reserves the right to request payment in full 
prior to delivering lots, even after submission of references and 
deposit. 

7. Accounts are payable when bills are rendered, and must be paid 
promptly. Title shall remain with Pine Tree Auction Sales, until full 
payment is received. 

8. All merchandise delivered in Philadelphia Is subject to the 6% 
Pennsylvania sales tax. 

9. There is no charge for executing bids, and no commission is charged 
the buyer. 

10. Postage and insurance charges will be added to the invoice wherever 
merchandise is shipped. 

11. Lots will be exhibited at the convention from Sept. 20th to Sept. 21 st, 
from 10:00 A.M. until 9:00 P.M. Exhibition at other times by 
appointment only at our offices at 200 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson, 
N.Y. 

12. There will be a $1 00 charge for Prices Realized to be sent after the 
sale. 

13. It is necessary for all minors wishing to bid, to present written 
parental permission prior to the sale. 

14. Unlimited or “Buy” bids cannot be accepted. 

15. The placing of a bid shall constitute acceptance of the foregoing 
conditions of sale. 


IMPORTANT 

When making your bid, please be careful that you are bidding on the lot you 
wish, as we cannot be responsible for your errors. 

We advise you to bid liberally if you wish to be successful. We will purchase 
for you below your limit, if other bids received permit. 

Material sold at any session of this sale September 22nd, will be shipped from 
our New York offices within the week. Floor bidders wishing to leave before the 
end of the sale should be sure that their bid cards have their full name and 
address so that lots purchased can be properly billed and sent to them. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning any of the terms of sale, 
please contact us at 516/294-0040. 

Michael Turoff, President 
Pine Tree Auction Sales 


WILL YOU KEEP US IN MIND FOR PLACING YOUR RARE COINS AT AUCTION? 

Remember: We advance cash at 80% ol valuel We charge lowest commission rates. 

Please call Michael Turoff at (516) 294-0040. 
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[ PINE TREE 

g AUCTION SECTION 



I do hereby authorize: PINE TREE RARE COIN AUCTION SALES CO. to execute the following 
bids at the Auction Sale of SEPT. 22, 1973. 

I agree to Terms and Conditions Governing Sale, as stated in catalog. I also agree to remit promptly 
on receipt of invoice or notification that bids are successful. This signed bid sheet constitutes an 
agreement between myself and PINE TREE RARE COIN AUCTION SALES CO. 

a _ DO NOT WRITE IN BOX _ 

Please Print —--- 


NAME--- 

ADDRESS___ 

CITY_ STATE_ ZIP. 

I am of legal age and agree to above terms-—- 

Signature 


Special Instructions: 


l.have established credit with PINE TREE □ 


Deposit on bids enclosed 


prices realized $1.00 enclosed 



IF NECESSARY, PLEASE INCREASE MY BIDS BY: 

□ 10% or □ 20% or □ 30% 

Lots will be purchased as much below bids as possible. 


REFERENCES: New bidders or others unknown to us should indicate references, or 
enclose a 25% deposit of your bids in sufficient time to be checked before sale. 
Otherwise bids will not be executed. To facilitate checking, please include full name, 
address, and zip code. NUMISMATIC SOCIETY REFERENCES ARE NOT 
SUFFICIENT TO ESTABLISH CREDIT. 

Coin Dealer References 


FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO CANNOT ATTEND THE SALE_you can still bid on items in this catalog. 

Simply fill out and return to us this mail BID SHEET. 


Lot No. 
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AUCTION CATALOGUE INDEX 


Lot No. 

Colonial Notes and Related Material.4-11 

Colonial Coins.13-93 

Brasher Counterstamp.62 

Washington Liverpool Halfpenny..73 

1792 Peter Getz Washington Half Dollar.77 

Half Disme of 1792. 94 

Half Cents.95-101 

1796 . 96 

Large Cents.102-166 

1800 NC-3.119 

1856 Proof.166 

Minor Coins.167-188 

1857 Proof FE Cent.167 

1858/7 Cent.169 

Trimes or 34 Silver.189-204 

1863/2 Proof.195 

Half Dimes.205-225 

Dimes. 226-246 

1830/29, Finest Known.236 

Twenty Cents.247-250 

Unique Proof 1875-S.248 

Quarters.251-259 

Half Dollars.260-292 

Unpublished Transitional 1839.279 

Silver Dollars.293-324 

1871-CC..306 

1887/6-P, Q.313-314 

1892-S.316 

Trade Dollars.325-355 

Gold Dollars.356-409 

1855- D.379 

1856- D.382 

1860-D. 393-394 

Unc. 1861-D.397 

Quarter Eagles.410-455 

1797.410 

1848 CAL.433 

1854-D-56-D.443-446 


_. _ „ lui no. 

Three Dollar Pieces. 456-471 

1854-D.456-457 

1873. 459 

1876.460 

1881 Gem Unc. 465 

1885 Proof. 469 

1889 Proof. 471 

Half Eagles. 472-514 

1795.472 

1861-D.511 

Eagles.515-543 

1798/97 9+ 4.518 

1907 Periods, Wire Edge. 541 

Double Eagles. 544-573 

Proof 1866 . 546 

1871-CC.547 

Off Center 1877-S. 555 

1879-0. 556 

1881.558 

1903, 07 Proofs. 568-569 

MCMVII.571-573 

Commemorative Gold.574-586 

Proof 1903 Jefferson Dollar.575 

Proof Sets 1859-1953.587-637 

1877.598-599 

Mint Errors. 18, 34, 264, 555, 638-9 

Pioneer Gold. 640-647 

Pike’s Peak $10, $20 .644-645 

Large Paper Currency.650-686 

Demands.650-651 

Unlisted Legal Variety..652 

Kansas Lazy Two.675 

Rare Utah Twenties. 680-682 

$100 Gold Star Note. 686 

Small Paper Currency. 687-691 

Uncut Sheet of 1928D Red Seal $5’s.689 

Uncut Fractional Currency Sheet.692 

Fractional Currency Shields. 693-694 


MEET OUR STAFF: 



MICHAEL TUROFF 


President 

Michael Turoff, President of 
Pine Tree is well known for his 
work in the field of numismatic 
research. He is a member of 
many coin clubs and is a fre¬ 
quent guest speaker at numis¬ 
matic gatherings. He has work¬ 
ed alongside noted numismat¬ 
ists in co-authoring articles on 
the history of numismatics. 



MEL WACKS 


Mel Wacks is a prolific numis¬ 
matic researcher and writer. 
Mel has founded several local 
coin clubs and serves as the 
Numismatic Consultant to a 
major California Historic Mu¬ 
seum. 



GEORGE SCHULTHEIS 


George Schultheis is a numis¬ 
matist whose credits include 
'consultant' to the Black Book 
of Coin Values. He is on the 
executive board of several coin 
clubs and dealer associations. 



JOHN A. MUNSON 


John A. Munson has been a 
professional technical editor 
and writer for 25 years in the 
chemical, nuclear, metallurg¬ 
ical field. For several years he 
was a private dealer in coins 
and numismatic books, and is 
currently Managing Editor of a 
successful monthly numismatic 
journal. 


WILL YOU KEEP US IN MIND FOR 
PLACING YOUR RARE COINS 
AT AUCTION? 

Remember: We advance cosh at 80% of value! 
We charge lowest commission rates. 

Please call Michael Turoff at (516) 294-0040. 
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- CATALOGUE - 


COLONIAL AND EARLY AMERICAN LOTTERY 
TICKETS 

1 Rhode Island. Collection of early lottery tickets (Feb. 1761 
— Jan. 1841), mostly on different lotteries, some in uncut 
pairs or uncut strips of 3 or 4, numbered and signed, one 
ticket a known winner, the rest not so identified; mostly as 
new. Also, 1935, 1937 and 1945 newspaper clippings 
about these R.l. lotteries, illustrating some of these same 
tickets. Further, a rare contemporaneous broadside 
advertising the Union Lottery, Class 91 for 1849, to be 
drawn 9/29/1849 In Baltimore; as new. Finally, a hole 
cancelled promissory note on the Washington Insurance 
Co. of Providence, June 10,1805, for $242. Extremely In¬ 
teresting panorama of a historical byway; lotteries during 
that period were favored over taxes for fund raising in 
many states, especially for erecting bridges, churches, 
schools or other public buildings. Mounted in a scrap¬ 
book, mostly on photo corners rather than stamp hinges. 
No recent auction records on anything of the kind, though 
individual lottery tickets of this period used to sell from $2 
to $10 up apiece depending on age, the pre-1800 pieces 
(which form the vast majority of this group) commanding 
the higher amounts, ca. 1954-58. 93 Pcs. 

2 Massachusetts Lottery tickets. (1) April 1757,1st Class of 
the Germantown Lottery; No. 4398, sgd. J. Quincy. As 
new. (2) March 2,1790, State Lottery, class 2nd, No. 1172, 
sgd. by General David Cobb, one of George Washington’s 
favorite aides. Also, Arthur Chambers (founder of 
Chambersburg, Pa.), ALS (2pp, 4to), Baltimore, April 13, 
1799, to John Cadwallader, entirely about the progress of 
Chambers’s lottery for building up his town, enumerating 
various produce and merchandise (barter economy) 
accepted instead of specie; this autograph rare. Finally, 
Jeffersonville, Ohio, Canal Lottery (1818) 1st class ticket, 
No. 8627, signed, endorsed. First three ex American 
Autograph Shop, Ridley Park or Merion Station, Pa., 
1940. 4 Pcs. 

3 United States. Continental Congress. Nov. 18, 1776 
Lottery Ticket, Third class. No. 70114, check letter E; 
signed G. Campbell, printed on thin laid paper; as new 
but a piece off the blank margin on the indent. Also, 
Washington, D.C. n.d. (before 1800) Washington City 
Canal Lottery No. 1. Two quarter tickets and ten wholes, 
numbered, signed N. Young or David Carroll — one with 
the odd error LOLLERY, several with different border 
varieties. Newly new, foxed. First very popular and rare, 
with old private sale records in excess of $25 (mid 
1950’s). 13 Pcs. 


CONTINENTAL AND COLONIAL CURRENCY, 
ETC. 

4 Continental Currency. Sept. 26, 1778. Uncut block of six 
unsigned unnumbered detector notes (printed on blue 
paper similar to that used for Connecticut fractionals of 
1777), from right panel of an uncut sheet, the two lowest 
notes ($30 and $5) gone: left column $60-50-40; right, 
$20-8-7. Three light horizontal folds, otherwise crisp and 
choice. Extremely unusual and rare; detector notes were 
supplied to banks for comparison with suspected 
counterfeits, and were not released to the general public. 



5 — Thirty days sight draft or bill of exchange, (December 
17), 17(78), $36 180 Livres Tournois, “for Interest due on 
Money borrowed by the United States,” payable to Squire 
Cady or order; addressed to the Commissioner(s) of the 
USA at Paris. Large indent, partly printed in deep orange 
(faded from red?); autograph of Francis Hopkinson 
(Signer of the Declaration of Independence), as Treasurer 
of Loans; countersigned by John Lawrence, Com¬ 
missioner of the Continental Loan-Office, Connecticut. 
No. 474, Fourth. Endorsed "Squire Cady" on back, cor¬ 
recting the misspelling "Squier Cadey" in text. Thin laid 
paper. Almost New; very scarce, highly desirable because 
of the Hopkinson autograph. 

6 — Thirty days sight drafts or bills of exchange, similar to 
preceding but an uncut pair, Third and Fourth of 
Exchange, (February 12) 177(9), $120 600 Livres Tour¬ 
nois, No. 201, same text, printed in green on similar laid 
paper, watermarked UNITED STATES, payable to 
Ebenezer Plummer or order, same Francis Hopkinson 
autographs, same John Lawrence countersignatures, 
both endorsed by Plummer, lower one (only) endorsed 
payable to Codman & Smith, and further endorsed by 
Codman & Smith payable to Joseph Gardoqui & Sons or 
order. Almost new; very rare as an uncut pair, and of the 
greatest historical interest. 

7 Massachusetts. "Lottery Note.” Very large indented 
promissory note, written date and amount. (June 1), 
17(79), £15; payable by Jan. 1, 1783 with 6% interest; 
signed by H. Gardner (red Ink cancellation), counter¬ 
signed J. Scollay and Edward Green, Committee; In 
margin, Massachusetts State Lottery, Class the Third; 
DEATH TO COUNTERFEIT THIS at bottom. Pine tree sur¬ 
rounded by the snake eating his tail, upper left. Plate said 
to have been engraved by Paul Revere. VF or so, paper 
aging, same kind of protective strips on back as on the 
other similar item here offered; red ink notation on blank 
back, 100. Lottery Notes Class 3d. Gardner’s signature 
beginning to eat through paper, as often. Unusual item, 
eminently suitable for framing. 

8 Massachusetts. Large indented promissory note, written 
date and amount. (Decemr 16) 17(80), "This Certificate 
entitles the Bearer to receive out of the Treasury of this 
Commonwealth within three months from the date hereof 
(One hundred) Dollars to be paid in the Money to be 
emitted pursuant to a Resolve of Congress of the 18th of 
March last, with interest at the rate of five pr Cent pr An¬ 
num. (In red;) Witness my Hand.” With autograph of H. 
Gardner, Treasurer (cancelled in red Ink as always); en- 


COLONIAL CURRENCY 

dorsement of one Jonathan Stone on blank back. Very 
Fine, slightly foxed; two narrow strips of paper pasted to 
blank back to prevent early slight splits from extending. 
Very scarce with even dollar amount payable to bearer; 
usually these were payable in odd amounts to specified 
individuals, transferred only by endorsement. 



9 Rhode Island May 22, 1777 Fractionals. Uncut block of 
four, left column $1/12 and $1/4, right column $1/18 and 
$1/6, i.e. respectively 6d, 1/6, 4d and Is. Thin almost 
white laid paper, a large round watermark (State seal?) 
on notes of right column. Unnumbered, signed Theodore 
Foster. As new, clean, vivid, bright, paper aging and 
beginning to split (minutely) at light folds. Two narrow 
paper strips pasted to blank backs. Extremely rare issue, 
the first uncut block we have seen. 

10 Rhode Island. July 2, 1780. Uncut sheet (panel) of 8 
subjects: left column $5-7-8-20, right column $1-2-3-4. 
No. 1337 of 2600 issued. Signed by A. Comstock and C. 
Harris; without countersignature for the U.S. Regular 
paper wmkd. CONFEDERATION. As new, beginning to 
split at central fold (between the $2 and $3 notes); two 
marks at top broad margin from scotch tape hinges. 
Vivid, bright inks, paper clean, Harris’s red signatures 
fading. Highly popular in uncut form, suitable for framing. 

11 Rhode Island. Collections of 19th century reprints from 
old currency plates. July 5, 1715, redated 1721, 1724 . . . 
1737. Uncut pair, left 3s, right 4/6.— Aug. 22,1738, uncut 
pair, left 10s, right 7/6; uncut pair of backs, Is and 2/6 of 
same issue; uncut sheet of 4 subjects, same issue, backs 
only, left column 7/6 and 3s, right column 10s and “A 
Crown.” — March 18,1750. £4 + "One Ounce & Five Pen- 
nywt. coined Silver.” Face only. — (May) 1786, 9d, face 
only, on late 18th century laid paper thicker than that 
used on the notes for circulation. Mostly as new. In all 7 
pcs. 

12 Confederacy. Feb. 17, 1864. $5, $10, $20, $50, $500. No 
rare Criswell numbers. Mostly Fine to VF, stamp hinges at 
top backs. Also, Virginia Treasury Note, Oct. 15, 1862, 
$100. Cr. 6. Similar grade, mounting removed from ends 
of blank back. 6 Pcs. 

MASSACHUSETTS SILVER 


13 1652 (i.e. 1660-67) Oak Tree Shilling. Noe 5; lowest 
branches form a "bow.” Late die state: heavy Obv. In¬ 
juries (clash marks) from date and XII, advanced Rev. 
breakage corresponding to state E on Noe's plate II. Dif¬ 
ficult to grade succinctly, this has some areas which 
might qualify as EF with traces of original lustre around 
date and letters, other areas much weaker owing mostly 
to die failure. At ET(S) there is plain evidence that this 
piece was teethmarked, bent and partly straightened, ob¬ 
viously as a Witch Token, by some panic-stricken Salem 
Puritan about 1692. Outstanding example of one of the 
more often seen varieties of this coveted type. 


MASSACHUSETTS SILVER 



14 1652 (i.e. 1660-67) Oak Tree Sixpence. MASATHVSETS 
(rosette) / IN NEWENGLAND ANO (rosette). Noe 16 (Rari¬ 
ty 6), late die state with all four breaks, with unlisted 
severe clash marks at lower obverse (as on lot 1035, New 
Netherlands 59th Sale). Overall VF, some areas con¬ 
siderably above that grade, others weaker though this 
weakness is due entirely to the condition of the dies. As 
extremely rarely on this variety, the roots are visible along 
with the two shrubs flanking tree trunk; they do not show 
on the Noe plate, and plain roots were not known to exist 
for this variety prior to publication of the superior exam¬ 
ple in plate V, Newman’s Secret of the Good Samaritan 
Shilling (1959). To date the coin here offered is the only 
late broken die piece with reasonably clear roots! 



15 1652 (i.e. 1660-67) Oak Tree Threepence. Legends begin 
at lower left without IN; Noe 28, cracked die state but 
before the severe clash marks or subsequent reworkings. 
Fine or better for the coin, usual centering — wide border 
at upper Obv., ETS-M partly off flan and very weak 
similarly to the Noe Plate coin, Rev. with everything on 
flan except part of outer beads near AND. Much of the 
weakness and irregularity at VSETS is characteristic of 
the variety and results from clash marks from NEWE. Far, 
far above average, overall nearly equal to the Noe plate 
coin and with tree even stronger than on that piece — 
quite a compliment to the coin, as the Wurtzbach-Clarke 
piece pictured by Noe was at that time finest known. 
Crosby never saw one that would even rate strictly Good; 
almost all the couple of dozen known today are in the 
range from Poor to VG! 

16 1662 (i.e. 1662-69) Oak Tree Twopence. Noe-34: large 2, 
its base extended to left, almost touching 6; both 6’s 
recut, loops overlapping. Basically VF in sharpness, but 
has been holed and skillfully plugged, affecting last T of 
MASATHVSETS. Smoothness over roughness probably 
from lacquer. Among the very last of the Twopences 
coined; mintage authorized 1663-69 to total only 1/5 of 
the amount jointly made of all the other denominations. 



17 1652 (i.e. 1667) Transitional Shilling, “the Oak that got 
changed to a Pine." Noe-14 of Oak Tree series — unlike 
earlier Oaks in style, nearest to the first few Pines. Nearly 
EF, much lustre, virtually unworn though weakly struck at 
ETS/NEW. Its year of issue is satisfactorily established by 
the existence of at least three specimens cut down and 
overstruck by Sixpence dies Noe-21-22, which bear the 
only reverse die to survive the 1667 change of format 
(reused on Pine Tree Sixpence Noe-32); this Shilling Obv. 
is nearer the Noe-32’s "spiny tree" concept than any other 
Oak die, being the final alteration of the dies which had 
begun life as Noe-10. An exceptional specimen, finest 
offered in some years. 



18 1652 (i.e. 1667-74) Large Pine Tree Shilling. 
MASATHVSETS IN. without pellet after S (That following 
N almost invisible); reversed N’s. Noe-9, first of a 
sequence of varieties produced by successive alterations 
of the same dies N-9, 10, 4, 5, 6 and several in¬ 
termediates). Obtained as “XF” as there are traces of 
lustre, though sharpness suggests barely VF. However, 
much of the weakness is in the dies, being located iden¬ 
tically to that on the Noe Plate coin, and some is from 
overstriking. A remarkable mint error first struck 1/3 off 
center then fed back into the press and given a second 
normal blow; note part of 52 at M.N, extra X below XII, and 
part of inner circle of beads through date. An extremely 
rare state of affairs for a Pine Tree Shilling. 

19 1652 (i.e. 1667-74) Pine Tree Sixpence. Tree with pellets. 
Noe-33. Good overall, some areas of Fine sharpness, 
others very weak. Usual centering with SATHVSE off flan; 
Rev. better centered, though parts of ENGL and ANO 
weak. Advanced die break as on Noe-33a. Many times 
rarer than the Shilling. 


© # 

20 1652 (i.e. 1667-74) Pine Tree Threepence, earlier type 
with pine tree altered at the mint from an Oak, rosette 
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MASSACHUSETTS SILVER 

after S, Rev. of typical Oak Tree style. Noe-36, early state 
with only faint beginnings of break outside beads above 
AS. Almost Fine in sharpness, shallow Obv. cut at first A, 
teethmarked in an attempt to make a Witch Token, but its 
frightened owner did not manage to bend it. Far rarer 
than the Shillings, probably made only during part of the 
first few months of 1667. 



21 Another Pine Tree Threepence. Drastically reground and 
reworked state of same dies. Noe-37. Fewer beads in 
both inner circles, spaced farther apart; tree stripped of 
most of its upper leaves. Obverse off center and very 
weak as usual, but the visible details suggest Fine grade; 
Reverse better centered on its narrow flan, sharpness of 
EF with some lustre. A few teethmarks, but no definite 
evidence of bending. Extremely rare, about 14 or 15 
traced to date. 

22 1652 (i.e. 1675-82) Small Pine Tree Shilling. Four Rev. 
colons, D of ENGLAND over reversed D. Precursor of Noe 
29:1 of IN very plainly recut, entire top of tree running into 
beads including vertical topmost shoot (missing on the 
regular N-29). Overall VG or better, some areas Fine, up¬ 
per lettering on both sides very weak. Considerably rarer 
than the reground die state attributed regularly as N-29 
(no recutting now visible on I, no vertical topmost shoot, 
most of treetop free of beads). One of the two latest 
varieties made, probably ca. 1681-82. 

23 1652 (i.e. 1682) Small Pine Tree Shilling. Punctuated with 
groups of four (Obv.) and three (Rev.) pellets. Noe-30, the 
final variety of the type. Sharpness overall Fine, some 
areas bolder, some weaker; with its quota of small nicks 
and dents. Struck on the usual small polygonal planchet, 
many letters partly off flan as on the Noe Plate coin. Some 
of the dents appear to be teethmarks, though these 
smaller thicker planchets could not be readily bent for the 
1692 anti-witchcraft use. 


COINAGES OF WILLIAM WOOD 

24 ROSA AMERICANA Penny. 1722. Two rosettes in Rev. 
legend; with stop after X, the usual type. Fine or better, 
dark tone as usual, lightly double struck on both sides. 


25 Similar but with crowned rose. 1723 Twopence. Period 
after X, none after 3. EF, some partly faded lustre, some 
light edge irregularities as made. Nice enough that it was 
obtained as “AU.” 

26 Similar Penny. Without period after small 3 (also comes 
with large 3, and more rarely with period). Sharpness of 
Fine but dark and rough. Obtained as "XF.” 

Extremely Rare Pattern Wood’s HIBERNIA Halfpenny 


27 1723 Halfpenny. Similar to regular issue (which follows for 
comparison), with pellet before H, large 3, and 11 harp 
strings, but this is the famous Large Head pattern, the 
dies much broader than on the normal issue— apparently 
a prototype submitted to the Privy Council for approval. 
Overall 28 mm (compared to 25-26 for the normal); 
measurement from tip of bust to topmost curl, 23 mm (or¬ 
dinarily 21 mm); weight 118+ grains, range 116 to 125 for 
these patterns, compared to about 106 to 113 for the 
regular Unc., sharply struck except in very centers, light 
reddish olive faded from mint color; more than half of 
both sides show plain margin outside beaded borders, 
unlike the regular issue. This single Obv. die comes with 
two other similar Revs. (10 and 12 harp strings), always 
on similar broad flans. Comparison with the following lot 
will be very instructive. A full Rarity 7. 


28 1723 Regular Halfpenny. Similar, with the pellet and 11 
strings, small 3, but normal diameter 26 mm, head 
measuring 21 mm; 113 grains. Unc., faded mint red 
deepening and blending with light olive. Well struck 
except in very center. A beautiful example free of 
noticeable defects. 

STATE COPPERS 

29 VIRGINIA 1773 Halfpenny. Period after S; 7 strings. New¬ 
man 24-K, rust pit in die before throat. Borderline Unc., 
usual light keg marks; iridescent light olive obviously 
faded from mint red and with traces of the latter in many 
areas. Not many of these could have been in the Col. 
Cohen hoard (the keg full found in 1861 which is the 
source of all surviving Uncs.) as the present specimen is 
better than the best one Eric Newman could find to il¬ 
lustrate in his original monograph. 

30 VERMONT Plough type, VERMONTENSIUM 1786. Ryder 
7. Fine, chocolate brown with darker touches around 
letters; entire legend on flan, Q weak though everything is 
legible. Planchet a little less defective than usual. Nice 
enough that it was obtained as "VF,” far above average 
for the design. 


STATE COPPERS 

31 Head type 1788 Copper. Centered pellet above head, no 
other punctuation. Ryder 16. Obtained again as "VF," this 
piece does have some areas of that sharpness, but is (as 
always) very weak in centers and on dentilated borders. 
Pleasing light reddish brown; smooth planchet unusually 
free of defects aside from a tiny one on edge above first 0. 

32 CONNECTICUT 1785 Copper. Miller 3(4)-F(1). Basic 
sharpness close to VF, borders and some high relief 
details weakly struck as usual; dark planchet which has 
acquired some rev. roughness. Far above average, as 
these usually come Good or thereabouts. 

33 Draped bust left design. 1787 Copper. M. 33(28)-Z(16). 
Shattered dies. Better than EF, usual very uneven strike; 
lustrous light olive, some of it faded from mint color es¬ 
pecially around some letters. Flawless except for a tiny 
rim nick left of date. Extraordinary condition for a 
Connecticut copper, to say the least' 



34 Similar, but fleurons in legend. M. 37(11 )-ff(2). Better than 
VF, but a MOST EXTRAORDINARY MINT ERROR: 
TRIPLE STRUCK, two of the strikings about half off 
center, the third (actually the earliest) normally centered. 
One full date at center, 87 of a second date partly visible 
in dentilated border at center, the whole an amazing jum¬ 
ble. We have seen off centered and partly double struck 
Connecticuts before (though not often) but a triple struck 
example like this is to our knowledge unprecedented and 
beyond doubt OF THE HIGHEST RARITY. 

35 Similar but AUCTOBI, the rarest of the misspellings. M. 
39(2)-ee. VG, some details Fine, possibly better but the 
usual weak flat strike; almost never available really sharp. 
Very rare, probably low R-6 Sheldon scale. 


36 1788 Copper. Mailed bust left. M. 12(1)-F(1), four 6- 
pointed stars in Obv. legend. BETTER THAN AU, ob¬ 
viously never in circulation though weakly struck at lower 
bust and skirt, affecting 88. Highly lustrous, partly irides¬ 
cent, light olive obviously faded from mint red and blen¬ 
ding with much original color. Heavy parallel planchet 
defects at lower obv., similar lighter ones in weak area on 
rev., obviously as made. Light mint clip at edge about 
UCT. An extraordinary specimen of a variety not too hard 
to find in low grade. Not once in five years do we see any 
Connecticut copper in this quality. 


37 NEW JERSEY. Rahway Mint. 1787 Copper. Straight 
beam, without knobs. Maris 52-i. EF or better, pleasing 
light olive, very bold strike on a planchet with fewer 
defects than usual. Minutely double struck in such a way 
that the shield details are stronger than they normally 
would be. A scarce variety in ordinary condition, but very 
rare in VF; this ties the Hines-Sheldon coin for second 
finest known, exceeded only by the Betts-Maris-Garrett 
coin in Johns Hopkins University. Therefore, tied for 
finest in collectors’ hands! 

38 Similar but curved beam. M 53-j, the only variety in this 
group with small date, period after legend, and sprigs 
below shield; dies by Benjamin Dudley, who also made 
them for the Morristown Mint varieties with Obvs. 62 and 
63, but who is best known as the maker of the dies for the 
silver NOVA CONSTELLATIO pattern of 1783. Almost 
Fine, weakly struck in centers. Scarce and a naked-eye 
type coin. 

39 Similar, no period or sprigs, large date. M 38-Y, distinc¬ 
tive as having the smallest head in the series. Better than 
VG, weaknesses on and around shield from die failure as 
almost always with this variety. Scarce, all but unob¬ 
tainable in high grades. 

40 Morristown Mint (Always on broad planchets.) M 62-q, 
dies by Benjamin Dudley; sprigs on both sides, period 
after legend. VG, possibly a little better but very weakly 
struck in centers. 

41 As last, without period. M 63-s. Fine but rough. Ditted at 
UM. 

42 As last but coarser workmanship; dies by Walter Mould 
with the extra wide U’s. M 64-t, planchet not as broad as 
last two. Fine and bold, with several light planchet defects 
as usual for this group (Obvs. 64 through 67). 

43 Similar but date 1788; three stars in obv. legend. M 67-v. 
Fine-VF, reverse very sharp; very dark and rough. 

44 Elizabethtown Mint. 1786 (i.e. 1789). Copper. M 17-K: 
small date, knobbed handles, straight beam, small shield. 
VG, some details more like Fine, centers weak from die 
failure. An overstrike, like all the Elizabethtown issues, 
but the undertype is undecipherable. These coins were 
cobbled together by Matthias Ogden and Gilbert Rindell 
from whatever old Rahway Mint dies would stand up even 
briefly, using old worn coppers (whatever could be had 
more cheaply than genuine Jerseys) for planchets, during 
the few months that Jerseys of any description passed 
more readily or at a higher rate than other coppers. Rare 
and of much historical interest. 


STATE COPPERS 

45 MASSACHUSETTS. Half Cent 1788. Ryder 1-B, with the 
break through last 8. More or less Extremely Fine, usual 
uneven strike, all details sharp except a few spots on In¬ 
dian’s garment and parts of upper edges of wings. 
Interesting blend of light, medium and dark brown. The 
striking quality is much the same as, and the quality only a 
hair’s breadth below, the Breisland specimen sold last 
June for $250. 

46 Cent 1788. Perkins dies (S’s like 8’s). Ryder 8-C. Very 
Fine or better, very bold. Chocolate and darker brown, in¬ 
terestingly mottled. A few minute rim bumps, no defects 
of consequence. Obtained as “XF," of course. 

47 NEW YORK, NOVA EBORAC Coppers 1787. Seated 
figure to right, usual broken die state. Fine or better, usual 
weak uneven strike, borders very weak. Fewer defects 
than usual for the grade. Very seldom seen better. 

48 Similar, but seated figure to left. Very Fine, usual uneven 
strike, some details very bold, others weak; excellent sur¬ 
faces, rims a little defective especially on reverse, mostly 
as made. Pleasing light tan, red and darker brown 
mottling. Nice enough that this was obtained as “XF.” 



49 The “New York” IMMUNIS COLUMBIA, 1787. Sharpness 
of VF or better, struck on an unusually broad planchet 
with full date (very seldom is even partial date visible) and 
with about half of dentilated borders on both sides. Very 
rough dark green patina. Full lettering on both sides, 
which could not even be said of the Jenks-Breisland coin; 
usually these come on narrow thick clumpy planchets, 
most or all of date and parts of letters off flan, and 
generally in Fair to VG. Without the roughness this would 
be of Condition Census level. Even as it is, it is an excep¬ 
tional coin of high desirability. 



50 NEW YORK CITY COLONIAL MERCHANTS. 1789 Mott’s 
Token. Thick planchet, plain edge, early state of die 
break, entire legend legible (which is almost never the 
case). Very Fine or better, slight roughness from rust on 
dies as always in this die state, bold except on clock face 
and parts of eagle, pleasing light brown color. No defects 
worth mention. Light mint clip above IMP. Exceptional 
preservation for this token, which usually comes well 
worn and/or so poorly struck that lettering cannot be 
read. 


51 As last but on thin planchet with ornamented edge 
(squares or oblongs, spaced apart, commonly called 
"engrailed” edge after Edgar Adams). Broken dies, about 
as advanced a die state as is known. Better than Extreme¬ 
ly Fine, beautifully mottled, light, reddish and dark brown. 
Exceptionally sharp strike for this final die state; all of 
legends clear, though die failure has obliterated much of 
eagle and part of clock. Extremely rare, a full Rarity 7. 
First we have handled. Not over three known to have been 
auctioned in the last 25 years. 


52 TALBOT, ALLUM & LEE, 1795 Cent. Fuld 1, regular edge. 
Light olive and fiery mint red Unc., somewhat Proof-Like. 
Without notable spots, stains, nicks or scratches; as 
sharply struck as this comes. A little brighter, if anything, 
than the Breisland coin, auctioned last June to a floor 
buyer at $775. 

MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS FOR THE 
COLONIES 

53 VOCE POPULI Halfpence, 1760. “Imperial" head. At¬ 
tributed as Nelson 4. Close to VG, IBE very weakly struck, 
most other details clear. 

54 Similar, but broad lantern-jawed head. Attributed as N-9. 
Sharpness of Fine or better, very dark, rough and 
scratched up. 

55 Similar, but tall narrow head. Attributed as N-10. VG, 
smooth; dark fields, light brown relief details producing a 
pleasing cameo effect. 

56 Similar, but letter P below truncation (Provost? 
Pretender?). Attributed as N-13. VG, bold, some details 
nearer Fine; granular defects at rev. border as made. 


57 n.d. (1785) Bar Cent. Original and Genuine, with the 
diagnostic spur from near end of second bar, and with the 
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COLONIES - MISC. IMPORTS 

small die crack in central Reverse. VF and bold, with 
nearly complete border dentils. Nice enough to have 
been obtained as "XF." VERY RARE, one of only two 
American coins copied after Revolutionary Army coat 
buttons (the Massachusetts cent is the other). 



58 1794 Franklin Press Halfpenny. So-called “perfect" die, 
no break at press, only the very small breaks at R of 
LIBERTAS. Better than AU, light olive, lustrous, obviously 
faded from mint red and with traces of the latter at many 
letters. Better struck than the Unc. Breisland piece. Many 
times rarer than the usually seen die state with the heavy 
break in the press. 

59 n.d. (1792-95) “Pyramid" of “Kentucky” Token. Plain 
edge. More or less EF, usual strike, OUR CAUSE on scroll 
weak; light and medium brown, pleasing surfaces. The 
device is obviously a reference to the unfinished pyramid 
on $50 Continental notes of 1778-79, the admission of the 
15th State (Kentucky, represented by the top star, 
stamped K) being thought to complete the roster. 

60 Same but LANCASTER edge with small letters, thin 
planchet (137 grains). Fiery mint red and iridescent light 
olive Unc., the planchet broad enough to show parts of 
dentilated borders. Very beautiful, sharply struck with 
only minimal keg marks. Ex. rare, probably R-7; over 90% 
of lettered edge pieces are on thick flans (185 to 192 
grains) with large edge letters. First auctioned since June 
1967; finest we have seen of about 5 or 6 traced to date! 
Over thirty times rarer than the regular thick flan, large 
letters type, in all grades. 

61 “1781" (i.e. 1820-33??) NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN. 
Brass. Nearly Fine, usual weak strike. Much scarcer than 
the usually seen copper impressions. 


EXTREMELY RARE BRASHER COUNTERMARK 
ON A BRAZILIAN GOLD COIN 



62 Brazil. Jose I (1750-77). 6400 Reis 1757 R (Rio Mint). 
Friedberg 66:65. Fine, countermarked EB in oval on 
small center plug (to bring coin up to standard weight), by 
Ephraim Brasher; countermarked script B on eye, long 
attributed to Berbice (British Guiana), this attribution at 
present controversial though the piece is obviously of 
West Indian origin. Extremely rare and of major historic 
importance, because of the Brasher countermark. 
Between 1787 and 1792, Ephraim Brasher, with the 
assistance of David Hart, received many foreign gold 
coins for assaying, on assignment by the federal govern¬ 
ment, this piece among them. Assaying was. done by 
touchstone (this piece has several touchstone marks on 
rev. edge), the central plug being inserted and 
counterstamped to certify that the piece was of proper 
fineness — about 22 Carat — and now of proper weight. 
Brasher is better known for his New York and Lima style 
doubloons (the latter supposedly forming a larger 
percentage of the circulating currency, only to be melted 
down after the mint began larger scale operations), these 
issued with official knowledge as he was closely 
associated with Washington. He was also associated with 
John Bailey in a 1788 subcontract to make New Jersey 
copper coins. This particular EB hallmark has been seen 
on other gold coins, all given the identical treatment; see 
Breen’s discussion of them in the 1958 ANS Centennial 
Volume. The Berbice attribution was disputed by Prid- 
more solely because no authorizing act has been found; 
the script-B countermark (always found on the monarch’s 
eye) is acknowledged to have every appearance of an of¬ 
ficial mark, and it is of West Indies origin because 
specimens have been found there; research is still pen¬ 
ding. The Brasher hallmark is much rarer; it is one of 
about four very similar varieties of EB-in-oval found on 
such coins, one of which also appears on the doubloons. 
The historical importance of this piece would be difficult 
to exaggerate. No auction record in many years; any es¬ 
timate of value would be guesswork. 


WASHINGTON PIECES 

5 63 1783 GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO, Baker 7. Unbroken 
reverse die (very scarce). VG or better, Rev. bold; porous, 
somewhat rough. The earliest circulating coin bearing 
even a fictitious portrait of Washington; other 1783-dated 
pieces are known now to date from the period of the War 
of 1812. Known to be of the 1780’s because New Jersey 
cents have been seen overstruck on specimens of this 
issue. Of historical interest. 

64 Another GEORGIVS TRIUMPHO, Broken Reverse die. VG 
or better, dark green patina, devices highlighted. The 13 
bars on frame represent the colonies, the four fleurs-de- 
lys connote France’s help, providing conclusively that the 
piece was not intended as a tory item. 

65 n.d. (1815-20) Double Head cent. Baker 6. VF, bold, few 
light scratches and nicks. The dies are similar enough In 
treatment to those used on the military busts to suggest 
the same origin (Thomas Wells Ingram?) 

66 1783 (i.e. 1815-20) Small military bust, plain edge. Baker 
4. Unbroken dies, VF or so, bold, small plain rim dent 
below 17. Very scarce. 

67 1783 (i.e. 1815-20). Large military bust; four (not three) 
berries in branch. Vlack 9-F (R-5). VF, the weakness of 
ON being characteristic of the variety. Few minute signs 
of handling. 

68 1783 (I.e. 1815-20) Draped bust, with button on drapery. 
Obv. with signature. Rev. with T.W.I. (Thomas Wells 
Ingram?) and E.S. (Edward Savage?) in exergue. Baker 5. 


WASHINGTON PIECES 

Vlack Type II, dies 1-A. R-5. Fine, flat strike as always, 
slightly rough dark chocolate brown patina. Unknown In 
choice condition; generally found in Fair to VG. Rare pop¬ 
ular type coin. 

69 1783 (i.e. 1815-20) Draped bust, without button, signed I 
on truncation at gap in drapery (Ingram); without exergue 
initials. Baker 2. Original. Vlack 1-A. Plain edge. Ex. Fine, 
sharp, medium to dark olive, few faint signs of handling. 
Oddly, not in the Breisland collection; he had a pair of 
restrikes instead. 

70 1783 (i.e. 1858-60?) Similar, but the W.S. Lincoln restrike. 
Type of Baker 3; Vlack 5-C. Bronze. “Corded" or center¬ 
grained edge. Partly dull, iridescent light olive and fiery 
red Proof. The dullness is almost certainly due to im¬ 
perfect die polishing; these dies show rust marks on 
devices and fields. Scarce and very popular. 

71 1783 (i.e. 1815-20?) UNITY STATES Cent. Baker 1. VF, 
bold, with the usual die and planchet roughening as men¬ 
tioned by Crosby, obviously as made; several slight rim 
nicks. The wreath copies that on U.S. cents of 1796-1807. 



72 1791 Washington Large Eagle Cent. Baker 15. Regular 
type, thick flan (wt. a little above the 196-grain standard), 
usual edge letters, reading reverse up (unusual). 
Microscopic traces of the crack from bust to border left of 
date, no die rust. Iridescent light to medium olive Proof- 
Like Unc., touches of rough patina here and there. Almost 
in a class with the Breisland piece at $700. 



73 1791 (i.e. 1793-4) Washington LIVERPOOL HALFPENNY. 
Obv. rusted and more heavily cracked die of foregoing; 
Rev. ship with lumpy die break atop mainmast. Baker 17. 
Ex. Fine, usual impression with base of date off flan, dark 
brown, uneven strike as always. High R-6, estimates of 
population ranging from 15 to 25, of which four are im¬ 
pounded in museums and at least two others in estates. 

74 1791 Washington Small Eagle Cent. Regular thick flan 
(196 grains standard), large edge letters as on the Large 
Eagle above. Baker 16. Ex. Fine, reddish tan, several light 
hidden rim dents and other tiny handling marks. A little 
scarcer in all grades than the Large Eagle, comprising 
probably about 1500 out of the 4,000 shipped to 
Philadelphia in the Walker-Ketland attempt to promote 
these coins to congressmen as samples of proposed 
federal contract coinage; judging by the condition of most 
specimens, the vast majority of the Small Eagles got into 
circulation and stayed there for a few years, as they are 
generally Fine to EF, sometimes more worn. 

75 1793 Washington Ship Halfpenny. Obv. as last, Rev. ship 
with date in panel below. Baker 18. Usual edge lettering. 
Early die state, clashed but with only very slight bulging; 
ship’s rigging and water lines still fully clear. Ex. Fine, Rev. 
unusually sharp, faint Obv. handling marks. Sharp 
enough so that parts of a 2 can be seen around the 3 — 
unpublished until now! Rare so, as these usually have lost 
much detail on ship. 

76 n.d. (die made 1792) GEO. WASHINGTON BORN 
VIRGINIA FEB. 11,1732. Obv. of Baker 22 and 60. Copper 
uniface restrike, one of the 5,019 made in 1959 by Albert 
Collis. Flaming mint red Unc., color mellowing very slight¬ 
ly. 


THE VERY RARE AND HISTORIC 
WASHINGTON HALF DOLLAR IN COPPER 

77 1792 Washington Half Dollar, by Peter Getz. Type of 
Baker 24. Copper. Though obtained as a plain edge coin, 
this is on a broad thin flan typical of those with ornamen¬ 
tation, and there are traces of hollow circles and hollow 
rectangles on edge, especially near date and tail. Fine or 
better, dark brown, several light rim dents. The or¬ 
namented edge type formed only a tiny minority of 
probably 100 copper specimens originally minted, 
December 1791, for distribution to Congressmen then 
debating the Mint Bill, and for other high government of¬ 
ficials. This edge device Rarity 7. Of the highest historical 
importance and desirability, as a coin made directly to 
correspond with the proposals of the Morris Bill in 
original form, struck under the supervision of Adam 
Eckfeldt and others subsequently connected with the 
Mint. 

78 n.d. (1793?) SUCCESS Token, large. Bust with Roman 
nose, E away from hair. Baker 266; DeWitt GW 1792-2. 
Brass, curved edge reeding. More or less VG, reverse 
sharper than Obv. as usual, cleaned long ago but 
retaining faint traces (on Rev.) of original silvering. Rare, 
supposedly made in commemoration of Washington’s se¬ 
cond inaugural, March 4, 1793. As there are 15 stars on 
Reverse, the period of manufacture must have been 
between 1792 (when Kentucky became the 15th state) 
and June 1796 (when Tennessee was admitted as the 
16th); all else is conjecture. 



79 Similar but small size (19 mm.). Brass, unsilvered; similar 
edge to last. Baker 267; DeWitt GW 1792-3. Extremely 
Fine or better, lustrous, with a few of the usual 
“flyspecks," and an Obv. fingerprint. Considerably rarer 
than last. 

80 1795 Grate Halfpenny. Large coat buttons. Usual edge, 
reeding diagonally down to right. Baker 29. Unc., light 
olive and mint red, Obv. with original red around letters, 
Rev. nearly full blazing mint red mellowing and toning 
down very slightly. Pre-striking planchet chip (lamination 


WASHINGTON PIECES 

defect) in left Rev. field, as made. Same striking quality as 
the Hines-Ciarke-Breisland coin at $210 (weak at epaulet, 
sharp on hair), but a better specimen than the latter as it 
has much more original color. 



81 1795 Grate Halfpenny. The other and much rarer variety 
with small coat buttons. Baker 29A. Same edge. About 
Unc., light olive with faint suggestions of faded mint color. 
Extremely rare quality for this well known rarity; generally 
found Good to Fine. Third finest known, exceeded only 
slightly by two mint state specimens, one of them the 
Breisland coin at $460, the other from one of the Merkin 
sales. Advanced die breaks, accounting for early discard 
of this obverse. 

82 1795 LIBERTY AND SECURITY Halfpenny. Plain edge. 
Dies of Baker 31; Dalton & Hamer (Middx.) 1052C. Fine 
plus. Small flan with broken reverse die as usual for this 
high rarity 6 item. Very seldom surpassed. 

83 Same but with the usual edge lettering PAYABLE AT 
LONDON LIVERPOOL OR BRISTOL. Apparently VF in 
terms of wear, but a very uneven weak strike. Faintly 
lustrous light to medium brown surfaces, nearly though 
not completely free of keg marks. Obtained as “XF,” of 
course, and some few details do suggest that sharpness. 
Light mint clip above TY. 



84 Same, but the rarer edge BIRMINGHAM REDRUTH & 
SWANSEA followed by seven astrological symbols (In 
order, for Sun, Mercury, Saturn, Moon, Venus, Jupiter 
and Mars). Unc., light tan and mint red, the latter in traces 
around letters; lustrous, nearly though not completely 
free of keg marks. Two tiny dark planchet defects at base 
of RG. Shallow rim dent opposite end of bust. By a very 
slight margin, edges out lot 502, New Netherlands 60th 
sale (1968) as finest known of this Rarity 6 Item. Striking 
quality and die state identical to the latter. An extraor¬ 
dinary opportunity! 

85 n.d. (1795) Penny, LIBERTY AND SECURITY. Usual 
ASYLUM edge. Nearly EF, dark brown, numerals 1770 
pin scratched below bust. 



86 1799 (i.e. probably Jan.-Feb. 1800) Washington Funeral 
Medal. Bust left within laurel wreath. HE IS IN GLORY, 
THE WORLD IN TEARS. Rev. Urn, 2 line concentric in¬ 
scription. Dies by Jacob Perkins. Baker 166, variety with 
two berries below L (not D), normal 8's, 9’s free of base. 
Silver, holed for suspension as almost always. VF, some 
handling marks; evidently one of the limited number ac¬ 
tually worn by congressmen and other officials at the 
great civic procession and memorial service, Feb. 22, 
1800. Very rare in silver; in any metal, historic and highly 
prized. 

87 Another Funeral Medal. Similar Obv. but two berries 
below D, not L; Rev. as last. Apparently dies of lot 1085, 
New Netherlands 59th sale; Baker 166. Tin, holed for 
suspension as almost always. Fine to VF, dark, partly 
rough, nicked up as commonly with tin impressions. 
Worn by one of the ordinary citizens at the great memorial 
procession, Feb. 22, 1800. Rare. 



88 A third Funeral Medal. Similar Obv., only one berry below 
D, none below L. Rev. Open 8’s, 9 runs into base. Baker 
166. Tin, holed for suspension as almost always. Ex. Fine 
or so, some original lustre; remarkably clean, nearly 
though not quite completely free of handling marks. 
Same comment as to last, but exceptional preservation. 

FEDERAL COINAGE PROPOSALS 

89 NOVA CONSTELLATIO Coppers. 1783. Pointed rays, 
small U.S. Crosby 2-B. Very Fine or better, very sharp, but 
with dark porous patina. One of a total order of some 5,- 
000,000 (1783-85) struck to order of the Morrises by the 
Wyons at Birmingham; for years the major type of quasi 
federal copper coin in circulation, not even replaced by 
the FUGIO coins because of the latter’s very limited dis¬ 
tribution. 



90 Similar but date 1785. Crosby 3-B. Late die state, heavy 
break in leaves above date, heavy rust in rays. At least 
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FEDERAL COINAGE PROPOSALS 

Extremely Fine, slightly lustrous light olive with 
interesting darker mottlings. Slightly sharper than the 
Breisland coin — which Is saying a great deal; much more 
of dentilated borders show, which is almost never the 
case. Minimal handling marks. The variety Is apparently 
unknown in mint state, and generally comes in Good or 
VG with rays and leaves blurry. 

FEDERAL CONTRACT COINAGE 

91 1787 Fugio Cent. Newman 4-E. Club rays with rounded 
ends. Extremely Fine for this always weak coin. Rather 
dark reddish brown and considerably better struck than 
any other example we have seen to date from these dies 
with the possible exception of the Newman Plate coin 
which shows weaknesses in the same places as does this 
one. Extremely rare grade for this piece, as over 90% of 
examples known today range from Fair to Very Good. 
This coin is from a much later die state than the Newman 
Plate piece, the die having been reground at some time In 
its history to remove clash marks or other blemishes, 
removing some parts of the sundial. This was done at the 
New Haven Mint and does not constitute a defect of the 
coin itself. 

92 Another N. 4-E, club rays, rounded ends. Earlier die state, 
before regrinding. Just about Fine, usual weak strike, 
light scratches, several planchet defects as made. As 
good as this ordinarily comes. 

93 1787 Fugio Cent, Newman 8-B. Pointed rays, UNITED 
STATES at sides. The interesting variety with the word 
ARE on reverse corrected from ONE which was 
erroneously placed there first. Overall AU or better. The 
Obverse suggests EF to AU and part of the weakness is in 
the striking, mostly at lower part of the sundial. Reverse 
has considerable faded mint red and would have to be 
graded Uncirculated. Evidently one of the pieces from the 
original Bank of New York keg discovered in 1861. 


THE HISTORIC 1792 HALF DISME 



94 1792 Bust of Martha Washington as Liberty. LIB.(erty) 
PAR.(ent) OF SCIENCE & INDUSTRY. Rev. Small flying 
eagle, HALF DISME* below, UNI. STATES OF AMERICA 
around. Nearer to Extremely Fine than to VF, planchet not 
round as made; many light Obv. adjustment marks, to 
reduce weight of heavy planchet to standard before stam¬ 
ping; planchet somewhat defective as made; several 
minor nicks, tiny edge test mark not visible from either 
side. A great historic item, one of 1,500 struck July 13, 
1792 from dies by Robert Birch, on blanks of silver fur¬ 
nished by President Washington, stamped by mint 
workmen under supervision of Adam Eckfeldt, at John 
Harper’s cellar at 6th & Cherry Sts., a block away from the 
federal Mint which was then under construction. One of a 
very few which went into circulation; the first regular U.S. 
silver coin, the “small beginning in the coinage” alluded to 
by Washington in his 4th annual address, Nov. 6, 1792. 
Should be on the want list of every American collector 
alert to historic pieces, first-year coins, or U.S. silver in 
general. 


REGULAR MINT ISSUES 
U.S. HALF CENTS 

95 1795 Plain edge, pole, punctuated date. Gilbert 4 Sur¬ 
faces suggest a little above VF; details— where struck up 
at all — suggest VF, but most of the centers are very 
weakly struck, as almost always for this variety. Off 
center, with very wide border and some area even outside 
the dentilated border, at right Obv. and Rev. Very unusual 
and very scarce. 

96 1796 With pole. G-1. Obv. Good, fully legible date and 
LIBERTY; Rev. about Fair, UNITED and a few fragments 
of other letters visible, the remainder obscured by 
roughness, which has affected both sides. A rare and 
coveted date. 

97 1802/0, new reverse, G-1, Better than Fine, usual 
weakness at HALF CENT, though all eight letters can be 
read; many light nicks and scratches, none serious Early 
die state; on a rather light steel-brown planchet, quite un- 
Mke the usual black or charcoal-gray ones common in this 
date. Obtained as "VF,” of course; valuable exactly as it 
is, and very sledom exceeded. The Guidebook price in VF 
should be omitted altogether, as the coin is unobtainable 
in that grade. 



98 1804 Plain 4, stemless, G-2, Early impression before the 
long Obv. crack or rim breaks on lower r. Rev. developed. 
Unc., sharply struck except upper Obv. border and lower 
Rev. border; lustrous, though the red seems a little “too 
good to be true" and may possibly reflect dipping. The 
piece is nevertheless fully Unc. and an unusually bold im¬ 
pression. 

99 1805 Stemless, G-1, Surfaces suggesting AU (some 
shallow pit-like defects, presumably in the flan before 
striking), with lustre and light tan obviously faded from 
mint color, and some light bag marks, several on rims. 
Sharpness is more like EF+, uneven striking. 

100 1834 G-1, Heavily clashed dies, Unc., but has been 
cleaned. 

101 1851 G-1, Fiery mint red Unc., usual uneven strike, few of 
the usual flyspecks; light bag marks, small spot r. of date. 
Very rare with original red; usually these come brown or 
with faint touches of mint red. Hundreds of times rarer in 
this quality than the 1854, ’55 or ’57. 


U.S. LARGE CENTS 

102 1793 Sheldon-3. Crosby 3-C. Chain AMERICA. 
Sharpness nearer to VF than to Fine. Reverse border very 
bold; Obverse border not on flan, as common with the 
variety. Reddish brown color, showing some evidence of 
scraping and other abrasions in field, with a few small 
nicks. The head is far bolder than one could expect of an 
ordinary Fine specimen; the chain still more so. An 
excellent type coin. An EF specimen brought $3500, in 
Terrell Sale, May 18, 1973. 

103 1793 S-6. C-7F. Wreath. So-called Sprung Die Obverse. 
An excellent match for the preceding S-3, if anything 
slightly better in surfaces which are a natural light reddish 
brown to reddish tan (slightly darker reverse). Tiny 
obverse rim dent and other still less significant signs of 
handling. Again, reverse border much stronger than 
obverse border. This, of course, has the vine-and-bars 
edge which is well impressed. 

104 1793 Wreath, lettered edge, two leaves after DOLLAR. 
Sheldon 11b. Obverse nearly of Fine sharpness, light 
brown, with some porosity and several small rim dents. 
Rev. is weaker as always for the variety, OF not legible, 
with extensive shallow pitting. Considerably scarcer than 
the normal lettered edge with one leaf; why the 
Guidebook no longer admits the difference is a mystery. 

105 1793 S-13 C-12L Liberty Cap. In sharpness, this might 
rate somewhere around VG. It is extremely rough, dark 
and shows signs of having been worked over. It has 
strong date and lettering. 

106 1794 S-57 Hays-14 The so-called "button on cap" type. 
Sharpness of Very Fine for this always flatly struck varie¬ 
ty. Very dark green patina, somewhat porous. Well 
centered and as well struck as this variety comes. 

107 1795 S-78 Plain edge, ONE CENT centered. Better than 
Very Fine, natural light reddish brown. Comparatively well 
struck on both sides. Struck from clashed dies, but 
without the usual weakness at letters. Surface far less 
granular than usual and fairly attractive. Couple of faint, 
ancient pin scratches, not disturbing the colors. 

108 1796 S-84 Liberty Cap. Close to Very Fine, bold strike 
which is unusual for this type. Obverse has been 
recolored a dark reddish brown. Reverse is natural but 
with numerous tiny granular defects. This coin is very un¬ 
usual in that it shows nearly complete borders on both 
sides, a condition almost unheard of for most 1796’s 
aside from the Nichols Find pieces. 

109 1796 Draped bust. S-103, the rarer "LIHERTY” with first 
style Reverse (type of ’94). Just about Fine in sharpness, 
dark gray and maroon porous patina; borders weak as 
made and as usual on this rare variety. 

110 1796 S-110 Draped Bust. Obverse nearly Very Fine in 
sharpness. Reverse Fine or Better. Generally well struck 
and well balanced. Dark brown, somewhat granular sur¬ 
face, as usual. Small pit-like defects right of date. Reverse 
border almost complete, obverse border partly visible as 
usual on these Coltman Bros, planchets — note the il¬ 
lustration in Sheldon. This is the variety most often en¬ 
countered with the so-called type of 1794 reverse; in the 
“Red Book” it is called "the first reverse style.” Early die 
state, before reverse was reground. 

111 1797 S-132 Stemless Wreath. More or less Very Good, 
dark brown with reasonably pleasing surfaces and no 
serious blemishes. Date weak as always, but legible. 
Other lettering and details plain. Since a VG-7 is found in 
Condition Census, this piece acquires obvious impor¬ 
tance. It is a variety lacking in many of even the greatest 
collections because unavailable in decent con¬ 
dition.Nearly R-7. 

112 1797 S-134 Rare Small Fraction. An unappreciated type 
coin having the small fraction as on four of the earliest 
1796 Draped Bust reverses, and no other later dies. Fine 
or better, dark reddish brown patina. Some areas of 
obverse are nearer to VF in sharpness. Comparatively 
well struck and with fairly broad borders. A very scarce 
type coin, generally found only in Good or Very Good. 
This should have been listed in the "Red Book” at a much 
higher figure than a normal 1797. Moderately advanced 
(lie state, the breaks all plain. 

113 1798 S-153 First style head, or head of 1797. Large 8. 
Fine, light reddish brown. A couple of light nicks in center 
of obverse. Interesting late die state with heavy rim break 
at end of bust. Very Scarce. 

114 1798 Second Head Style (“Head of 1799”), Small 8. 3- 
179, the famous blunder— E in AMERICA first cut ypside 
down and backwards (rotated 180 degrees), then cor¬ 
rected. VF sharpness, planchet defects at upper lip and r. 
border; several ancient scratches and scrapes, not distur¬ 
bing the colors, which are predominantly a variety of 
medium and dark browns. 

115 1798 As preceding, normal letters. S-184. Extremely Fine, 
sharp, well struck with some traces of faded mint luster. 
Basically a dark reddish brown. Trivial signs of handling. 
Excellent type coin. 

116 1799 over 8 S-188 Obverse nearly Fine, Reverse Very 
Good. Overall grade between 8 and 10 on the Sheldon 
scale. Porous, somewhat rough, dark grayish brown 
patina. Bold date and LIBERTY. Bottoms of both nines 
bold. Faint scratch through bottom of figures In date. 
More than half of the dentilated borders visible. All in all, a 
desirable coin for the collector. 

117 1799 S-189 Normal Date. Barely Very Good. Both 
LIBERTY and date bold, which is unusual. Heavy rim dent 
below 9's, numerous tiny handling marks, as usual. 
Intermediate die state showing the "mint mark" chip very 
plainly, but only a fairly early state of reverse rim breaks. 

118 1800 over 1798 S-191 Popular type with the first head 
style or head of 1797. Better than Very Fine. Reddish 
brown patina. Tiny obverse rim nick, very few other 
handling marks. The odd appearance of the reverse is 
because of the very late die state. 



The Extremely Rare 1800 NC-3 
119 1800 NC-3 Thin unfinished ciphers. Rev. "Spiked” I of 
AMERICA. More or less VF, Obv. slightly flattened owing 


U.S. LARGE CENTS 

to die failure, as on the S-200 and 201; leaves bold, well 
balanced, and without any serious handling marks, 
though there are many very minute ones. Pleasing 
medium steel and deeper olive toning, with interesting 
subtle mottlings. One of two finest known of this extreme 
rarity (R-7), exceeded by a 50-coin mentioned in PENNY 
WHIMSY. We do not know the grades of the other new 
ones which lowered this from R-8 to high R-7, but surmise 
that they are worn, like most 1800’s. Whether this is finally 
acknowledged to be second finest or at worst third, 
however, it is still one of the major cent discoveries of the 
last few years, and will attract a great deal of attention, ad¬ 
miration, and spirited competition among the EAC con¬ 
tingent. Without known history; bought “over the counter" 
as an ordinary 1800, and only identified as NC-3 after 
removal of superficial dirt! 

120 1801 S-219 Famous Three Errors. About of Fine 
sharpness but covered with rough porous charcoal-gray 
patina. One old reverse scratch. Very popular. 

121 1802 S-232 T cut over Y; PHL right of S. VF-30. Light 
brown patina, many light keg marks. Later die state, 
heavy rim break at ATE. 

122 1803 S-243 Popular Stemless Wreath. Nearly Extremely 
Fine.Rather dark brown, interestingly mottled from olive 
to brick red. One tiny obverse rim nick, with very few 
other handling marks, of no consequence. A popular type 
coin, middle or lower range of R-4. Very late die state with 
advanced rim breaks. 



123 1803 Popular Corrected Fraction, 1/100 over 1/000. S- 
249. At most a thin hair's breadth shy of full mint state, 
and a coin that most dealers would unhesitatingly sell as 
“Unc., light olive and mint red.” It is in fact light tan and 
light olive, much of the latter obviously faded from mint 
red, with flashes of original color around letters. Small 
pre-striking lamination defect involving TA; almost free of 
keg marks, nicks, or scratches; beautiful surfaces. Ap¬ 
parently a mint state piece which was kept for decades in 
a velvet display tray with the lovely reverse uppermost. 
Easily fourth best even if only rated a 55. 



124 1803 The popular Large Date and Fraction. S-265. 
Sharpness of Fine or Better, porous dark green and gray 
patina. Fairly early state of die breaks. Everything bold 
except STAT and that is quite clear. One for the collectors 
of major varieties. 

125 1804 S-266 Obverse and reverse broken dies. Strictly 
Fine, reddish brown, but unitials E.M. pinscratched into 
obverse field. Small reverse rim and field cents. 

126 1807 S-276 Common Large Fraction. The popular condi¬ 
tion with reverse die “upset" about 180 degrees from nor¬ 
mal. Extremely Fine to About Uncirculated. Traces of 
faded mint color between letters, faded luster elsewhere. 
May possibly have been cleaned, but it is still a beautiful 
coin. Now mostly a dark brownish red obverse and 
natural appearing light to dark olive reverse. Late die 
state, small rim breaks above IB. 

127 Classic Heads 1808 S-277 Twelve Stars type. Very Fine, 
reverse slightly stronger than obverse, as usual. Dark 
brown patina, somewhat porous. Without significant 
dents, nicks or scratches. 

128 1810 S-285 Readily identified by perfect date with broadly 
dentilated border. Very Fine with some faint traces of 
luster, some granularity and a few light handling marks. 
Mostly medium to dark reddish brown and olive. Ad¬ 
vanced die state with the crack plain. 

129 1811/10 S-286 Overdate Very Fine and bold with dark 
reddish brown surfaces, but with a scratch above back of 
head. 

130 1812 S-290 Small Date. Extremely Fine or Better, prac¬ 
tically full sharpness but dark porous patina. Traces of 
old cleaning with a small scratched area near the E of 
ONE. A very impressive display piece because of the 
sharpness. 

131 1813 S-293 Close Star. Vey Fine, bold strike, iridescent 
and with traces of luster; possibly cleaned years ago. 

132 1814 S-294 Crosslet 4. Sharpness of EF, cleaned, some 
pitting removed with supreme skill, other areas (on 
border and wreath) still remain. Slightly off center. Three 
times as scarce as the plain 4 variety! 

133 1814 S-294 Another. Obverse Extremely Fine, Reverse 
not quite so sharp. Rather dark surfaces. Tiny nick near 
date. Small, faint cheek scratch. 

134 1814 S-294 Another Very Fine. Excellent bold strike evi¬ 
dent in all details except perhaps 3 or 4 righthand stars; 
slightly off center. The reverse details are perfect. Very 
pleasing dar-brown to olive surfaces. There are no signifi¬ 
cant impairments. 

135 1816 Newcomb-2 Randall Hoard variety, but one of the 
very few pieces that ever got into circulation. Extremely 
Fine, with rather dark reddish brown surfaces. Rim 
breaks indicate a moderately advanced die state. 

136 1817 N-6 Wide Date. Extremely Fine, light and medium 
olive surfaces suggesting a higher grade. Flat on forelock 
but other details sharp. Early die state, before the clash 
marks appeared. 

137 1818 N-10 Randall Hoard variety. Uncirculated, light 
brown faded from mint red, as often found. To my mind, it 
is more attractive this way than the usual mint red with 
bad spotting. 
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138 1820 N-13 Randall Hoard variety, alias “Connected 
Stars.” Brilliant, blazing mint red Unc., rather small dis¬ 
colored area (not dark enough to be called a stain) on 
either side; fewer than the usual number of “flyspecks." 
Well struck, well centered, nearly free of keg marks. 

139 Another N-13 Similar, but the mint red has largely begun 
to tone down to light olive, mingling with other blurry 
tones probably originating In old fingermarks or the like. 

140 A third N-13 Uncirculated Mint red has faded down to a 
variety of shades of olive and tan with a small dark area in 
right obv. border, but without the usual spots. Now 
bringing 3-figure prices, because the entirety of the hoard 
has long since been absorbed by date collectors. 

141 1821 N-2 Wide Date. Very Fine or better. Greenish brown 
with a few minor handling marks, but nothing serious. 
Bold strike. Suitable for date collectors. The vast majority 
of 1821’s are Fair to Very Good condition. This is far 
above average. 



142 1826 Newcomb-4, state III: die relapped to remove clash 
marks, recutting no longer visible at base of Eof STATES, 
etc. About Unc., lustrous light reddish brown and light 
olive, faint traces of mint red near some letters; two rim 
dents on either side. Ex “Terrell" Coll., May 1973, lot 
1116, as “Uncirculated," at $160., and pictured also on 
the back cover of that catalogue. 

143 1826 over 5 N-8% Triple profile. Fine to Very Fine, dark 
brown. Exceedingly rare. The first of these to have been 
seen at auction, to our knowledge, within the last 30 years 
or more. Possibly, one of only two triple profiles known to 
exist today, since the A.N.S.’s so-called “discovery coin” 
turned out to be a quadruple profile. One other has been 
seen with a double profile. This triple profile can be dis¬ 
cerned with a magnifying glass from brow to chin. Certain 
to excite considerable attention among the EAC crowd. 

144 1829 N-5 Small letters. Better than Very Fine, some areas 
close to Extremely Fine in sharpness and with enough 
faded luster to suggest a higher grade. Basically dark 
brown with reddish and olive overtones. Exceptionally 
well struck for this elusive type which generally comes flat 
on head and wreath. Probably one of 5 or 6 finest known. 

145 1829 Large Letters. N-8. Practically About Uncirculated- 
50, some areas suggesting a still higher grade because of 
the very considerable faded luster, though there are a 
couple of slightly rubbed places here and there — no 
more than would be consistent with cabinet friction on an 
AU or Uncirculated piece. Chocolate brown, some of it 
obviously faded from mint red. One for date collectors. 

146 1830 The Famous Small Letters. N-6. Surfaces and some 
details of wreath and stars suggest a grade of VF or 
better. The head is (as usual for this variety) struck flat 
suggesting a grade of Fine plus. Whatever one grades it, 
it is very far above average for a scarce type coin un¬ 
known to exist in Uncirculated condition, and very rare 
above VF. The vast majority of these are in Fair to VG. The 
imperfection at TE of STATES is a planchet defect. This is 
an odd blend of interestingly mottled colors, a few of 
which may possibly relate to ancient cleaning, but we are 
not prepared to swear that any such cleaning was done. 
In any event, the coin is attractive and of great interest to 
type collectors. 

147 1833 over 32 N-4 Uncirculated, mint red fading toning 
and blending with light olive. The mint red is definitely the 
predominant color. Sharp strike. Under a magnifying 
glass, the upper and middle parts of the 2 and part of up¬ 
per base are visible within the 3, as in the Epstein exam¬ 
ple pictured in COIN WORLD and appearing in the Lester 
Merkin auction of October, 1970. However, this present 
piece is overall superior to that one. Of the highest 
desirability for collectors of dates, of overdates, and of 
types. 

148 1835 Head of '36. N-8 This was Uncirculated and was 
cleaned long ago and is now retoning nicely. Mint luster 
remains and some few traces of red may actually repre¬ 
sent mint color. Small discolored spot at 13th star. 

149 1837 Plain Hair Cord, small letters. N-5. About 
Uncirculated plus. Probably never was in circulation, but 
like many of this variety, it is not too sharply struck on 
parts of the curls. Light olive with iridescence and some 
rosy overtones. A coin that 90% of dealers would un¬ 
hesitatingly sell as Uncirculated. 

150 1837 Type of '38. Beaded Hair Cord, small letters. N-9 
More or less AU, lustrous iridescent light olive, some of It 
faded from mint color. Small rim damaged area near third 
star. Better looking than we make it sound. Latest die 
state known to Newcomb. 



151 1838 N-6 Sharp, choice Unc., the mint red fading to 
iridescent light olive with some autumn leaves and some 
sunset overtones. A splendid example despite a minute 
rim nick at T of UNITED. Common in ordinary grades, but 
rather hard to find in full 60 grade. 

152 1838 N-7 Uncirculated, mint red and light olive. The mint 
red predominates on obverse. Flawless except for a tiny 
nick on seventh star. Surprisingly, this common variety is 
nevertheless rare in this condition, and the present coin is 
of Condition Census level. It is equal to the Helfenstein 
coin, and considerably better than the Clarke-Schwartz 
example or either of the Hines or Newcomb pieces in the 
Starr estate, or others auctioned in recent years. Judge 
Sawicki's is the only one to come close, and it may have 
conceivably exceeded this one by a point or two. 

153 1839 Second “Silly" Head, alias "4th Head” (Guidebook). 
N-9 State III, with the crack but without any of the rim 
breaks (very scarce). Hair’s breadth from Unc., light olive 
obviously faded from mint red and showing flashes of the 
latter; several tiny spots of cabinet friction, several 
shallow rim nicks on either side. Superior to many sold 
regularly as "Unc. 


LARGE CENTS 

154 1843 Obverse of ’42 and Reverse of '44 N-4 About Uncir¬ 
culated. Sharp strike. Reddish brown. Tiny nick behind 
head, a few minute spots elsewhere. May have been 
cleaned years ago, but this would now be difficult to 
prove. The piece looks fairly natural, and is of obvious im¬ 
portance to type collectors, being rare in full mint state. 

155 1843 Type of ’44 N-6 About Uncirculated. Iridescent light 
and medium olive, some of it faded from mint color. 
Minute nick on cheek. Faint traces of mint red on reverse. 
Very undervalued type coin. Early die state with doubling 
at 18, and with the faintest trace of the die break men¬ 
tioned by Newcomb. 

156 1845 N-8 About Uncirculated, light reddish olive and red¬ 
dish brown. Possibly cleaned at one time. Excellent sharp 
strike. Perfect reverse die. 

157 1846 Small date N-18 Borderline Uncirculated. Apparent¬ 
ly cleaned long ago and now retoned mostly to a rather 
deep reddish olive which is mostly natural in appearance. 
One or two light obverse bag marks. The weakness at 8 
and immediately above it on bust comes from a lamina¬ 
tion defect which chipped off the planchet probably at the 
time of striking. Therefore, this is a mint error and not a 
damaged coin. Cracked reverse die as described in New¬ 
comb. 

158 1848 N-12 Borderline Uncirculated; light brown and mint 
red, some of the brown faded from mint color. Reverse 
nicer looking than obverse. Small nick on chin. 

159 1850 N-7 Uncirculated, mint red and light olive, red 
predominant on reverse. Very early die state with lump on 
jaw small but sharp. 

160 1851 N-13 Fiery Red Unc., many of the usual minute 
“flyspecks" otherwise a Gem. Small discoloration at 
border near 10th star. 

161 1854 N-22 Uncirculated, light olive and mint red. Light 
lamination defect on lower cheek and neck. 

162 1855 Upright 5’s N-3 Uncirculated. Reddish light olive, 
some of which is faded from original mint color with 
traces of mint red and some traces of old cleaning. The 
coin looks natural and is much more attractive than we 
make it sound. There are a few minor bag marks of no 
consequence. 

163 1855 Upright 5’s N-4 Blazing mint red Unc., the color 
beginning to mellow a little; most of the inevitable 
flyspecks are on obverse. 

164 Another N-4 Somewhat diluted mint red Unc., lightly 
flyspecked (Obv.) and fingermarked (Rev.), with a tiny pin 
scratch left of date. 

165 1856 Slanting 5 N-4 Uncirculated, iridescent light reddish 
brown with traces of natural mint color pleasingly 
blended. The weakness at coronet point and upper 
border is common to 1856’s of this type. 



166 1856 Slanting 5. N-5 Brilliant mint red Proof, one contact 
mark from another coin in field below N of CENT, and a 
few Obv. flyspecks, otherwise a gem. The lovely warm 
mint red color is pristine; this piece shows no signs of 
cleaning or mishandling. Heavy knife-rim or “wire edge” 
from about 7:00 up to around 2:00 on Obv. Now a four 
figure coin, like all other large cent proofs. 

MISCELLANEOUS U.S. COINS 

« 

EXTREMELY RARE 1857 PROOF FLYING EAGLE 
CENT 

167 1857 From the same dies as the other proofs: light die file 
marks above NIT, faint diagonal raised die scratch below 
beak. Rev. One of the 1856 dies: high leaves flanking C T, 
closed E in ONE, no center dot. Brilliant Proof, delicate 
gold toning, one “flyspeck" below first A, another in field 
below upper part of eagle’s leg, a few others — very 
minute—here and there. Same dies as the ANS example. 
One of probably 10 known; one of a small handful struck 
in May 1857. Next to this, the 1856 and 1877 are common; 
the 1858’s and 1864L are its only rivals among small cent 
proofs. 

168 1857 Golden toned Unc., above average strike; few trivial 
bag marks, far less than usual; traces of easily removable 

dirt - ^ 

• 

CHOICE AND EXTREMELY RARE 1858/57 

169 1858/57 From the same die as all others seen to date, 
with the broken wing tip and the tiny wedge-shaped die 
chip almost midway between first 8 and eagle. Brilliant 
Unc., fewer than the normal quota of bag marks, an old 
Obv. fingerprint, a tiny spot or two on either side, 
otherwise a Gem. Sharper strike than usual for this rarity. 
Similar examples marked up private sale records well 
into four figures five years ago. 

170 Indian Cents 1869/8 Apparently from the same die pic¬ 
tured in the Guidebook. Brilliant red Unc., color 
mellowing slightly on Obv., with an old Rev. fingerprint. 

171 Lincoln Cents 1909-S Mint red Unc., color mellowing 
somewhat. 

172 1955 Double Die or "shift." Brilliant mint red Unc., 
somewhat fingerstained. Very seldom seen with original 
color, as most of these were recovered from circulation in 
EF-AU, many later cleaned. 

173 Another 1955 double die. Mint red Unc., color deepening 
and mellowing somewhat; Obv. bag marked, Rev. 
somewhat spotty. Somewhat soft on cheekbone and jaw. 

174 TWO CENTS Complete set (no overdates, open 3 or dou¬ 
ble motto). Mostly EF the 1873 a deeply toned Proof, 


MISC. U.S. COINS 

several of the others with signs of old cleaning and whiz¬ 
zing. The Small Motto is sharp but somewhat bag 
marked; the 1865 (Fancy 5) has a double date— rare; the 
1866 has a peculiar surface (grease on the dies?); the 
1872 is cleaned but very sharp and very rare so. In a 
plastic holder. 11 Pcs. 

175 Two Cents 1864 Small Motto. Brilliant Mint Red Unc., a 
couple of small spots or stains on either side. 

176 1864 Large motto. Fiery mint red Unc., a few flyspecks. 

177 1865 Plain 5 Brilliant Unc., some minute to microscopic 
specks. 

178 1866 Pale mint red Proof, color mellowing and toning 
down especially on reverse. Faint traces of an old finger¬ 
mark. 

179 1867 Brilliant red Unc., Obv. fingermarked. 

180 1868 Brilliant red Unc., Rev. mellowing and toning down 
with additional darkening from an old fingerprint. 

181 1870 Brilliant red Proof. Color a somewhat pale gold, 
which is better than average for this often dull date. 

182 1871 In date 71 touch; doubling en WE TRUST (also com¬ 
es with 71 well apart). Brilliant red Proof, several 
flyspecks. 

183 1872 Brilliant mint red Proof, mellowing and becoming a 
little iridescent; a few of the usual flyspecks. 

184 1872 Another Proof. Attractive purple toning is beginning 
to show at the center of the reverse and some small 
traces of tarnish on the obverse. Most of the original color 
remains throughout. A beautiful and desirable specimen. 



185 1873 Closed 3 Brilliant mint red Proof, a few minute spots. 
Extremely popular final year of issue; original. Of about 
600 made, many were melted July 10, 1873 as unsold, 
and others survive only in impaired state. 

186 SHIELD NICKELS Complete set (no 1869/8). Mostly Unc., 
the 67 NR — 70 inclusive, 77-8, 80 and 81 being brilliant 
Proofs. The 1866 and 75 show signs of cleaning; the 1874 
has a recut date (scarce); the 1879 and 1881 are many 
times rarer Unc. than Proof; the 1882 has a filled 2, and 
the 1883 is one of the 1883/82 varieties, part of 2 showing 
within 3 but none at left. Overall, a very unusual and dis¬ 
tinctive set, some pieces being much harder to obtain 
than the normally seen proofs. In a custom plastic holder. 
19 Pcs. 

187 1879/78 Parts of 8 within upper and lower parts of 9; most 
outer traces of 8 effaced. Brilliant Proof, few Obv. 
flyspecks, one plain Rev. lint mark as made. Very rare 
with even this much of 8 showing at 9. 

188 Liberty Nickels 1903 Reverse “upset,” 180 degrees from 
normal. Brilliant Proof, beginnings of lih oold tone. First 
we recall seeing with this die alignment; certainly rare. 



U.S. SILVER COINS 
TRIMES OR THREE CENTS SILVER 

189 Second Design (1854-58) 1855 Regularly seen variety, 
three outlines to star, date first cut too low and to right, 
then corrected — plainest on 55. Golden toned Choice 
Unc.,early impression from the dies, sharper than later 
strikes; exceptionally sharp except near borders. Very far 
above average, very rare preservation. 

190 1857 Extra outlines to star incomplete at lower left. 
Brilliant frosty Choice Unc., uneven strike from heavily 
clashed dies, the Obv. die weakened by regrinding to 
remove an earlier set of clash marks. Probably not many 
more could have been made after this one. 

191 1858 Perfect match for the 1857, both in its Brilliant Unc. 
condition and in being struck from an Obv. die weakened 
by regrinding to remove triple clash marks. In the same 
rarity class at last. Auction record $430, last May. 

192 Third design (1859-73) 1862/61 Upright and part of base 
of 1 visible at left part of 2; with the usual break from rim 
through first 1. Brilliant Unc., delicate gold tone starting; 
few faint hairlines. Very scarce. 

193 1862 Normal date Thin numerals. Brillaint Choice Unc., 
somewhat Proof-Like, well struck. Ideal type coin. 

194 1863 Normal date Irregularly toned Choice Proof. Late 
impression, with the bulge beginning near TES OF; 
clashed reverse die. Apparently one of the 200 struck on 
May 26, 1863, with the last sets of the year. 

@ # 

THE EXTREMELY RARE 1863/62 

195 1863/62 Date heavily double punched over a lighter 1862 
logotype, the diagonal part of 2 plain within 3. Brilliant 
Choice Proof, heavy knife-rim or "wire edge" on both 
sides, several tiny Rev. lint marks as made, several 
minute Obv. field marks. Rev. of 1864; one of possibly a 
couple of dozen struck in July-August 1864. At present 
possibly six or seven are known, despite extensive search 
following on the Guidebook’s listing the overdate un¬ 
priced. Probably worth well into four figures. 



196 1864 Original, base of 4 doubled, closed top to D. Irides¬ 
cent toned Proof. Extremely popular, possibly dating 
from when it was believed that the 470 proofs constituted 
the entire mintage of coins of this date, before the 
business strikes were discovered. 

197 1865 Early state, before the die was reground, but after 
the crack developed. Rainbow toned Proof, probably one 
of the last couple of hundred made in mid March 1865. 
Very popular and rare. 

J98 1866 Rainbow toned Choice Proof, the lovely colors 
effectively concealing a few hairlines. Lint mark in top star 
point, from lint adhering to Obv. die. Pronounced knife- 
rim. Very desirable, not much less rare than the last two. 










pine tRee rars com auction saLes 

200 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson, N.Y. 11507 / Tel. 516-294-0040 


TRIMES OR THREE CENT SILVER 

199 1867 Third variety, without recutting on date; die of lot 
421, New Netherlands 53rd sale. Iridescently toned Proof, 
favoring blue and pale purple and steel. This variety 
appears to have formed much less than 1/3 of the 625 
Proofs minted in all. 

200 1868 Without recutting on date; die of the ANS coin. 
Irregularly toned Proof, a few old hairlines. 

201 1869 Normal date. Iridescently toned Proof, a few 
scattered Obv. hairlines. As rare as the 1868 and in slight¬ 
ly higher demand if anything, as the nonproofs are still 
rarer. 

202 1870 Heavy date, without recutting; die file mark between 
F-A, die of lot 426, NN 53rd sale. Cleaned, hairlined Proof, 
beginning to retone. 

203 1871 In date 71 barely apart, star point almost over right 
side of first 8. Lightly toned Proof, favoring mostly the 
cool end of the spectrum. Rarest of the three varieties of 
proofs of this date; must have formed less than 1/3 the 
total mintage of 960 pieces, perhaps a couple of hundred 
in all. 

204 1873 Closed 3. The latest die state we have seen, with 
drastically repolished and rusted reverse die (recessed 
ornaments almost completely effaced from upper part of 
C). Somewhat hairlined, iridescently toned Proof. Either 
one of the last ones made on March 12, 1873, many of 
them being remelted as unsold on July 10, 1873, or a 
hitherto unrecorded restrike from original dies— it is un¬ 
certain which. Only the second we have ever seen. 

HALF DIMES 

205 1800 V-2, the famous LIBEKTY. Reverse cracked lightly 
though without the heavy injury at scroll. Better than Fine, 
uneven strike, parts of Obv. fully VF, others weaker. 
Believed to have comprised the 16,000 struck early in 
1801. 




206 1803 V-1, large 8, Rev. of 1801-2 with leaf touching C. 
Where struck up, this remarkable piece grades fully Ex. 
Fine; fields with mint lustre. Weakly struck at left as usual. 
One faint, almost microscopic Obv. pin scratch. Light 
mint clip at r. Obv., as made. Exceptional quality for this 
coin, as most survivors are well worn. Unknown to exist in 
mint state. 

207 Capped Bust design (1829-37). 1829, Valentine 12, Recut 
8; spur above final S in motto. Sharp Unc., bright, cleaned 
and just barely starting to retone. 

208 1830 V-2. Crack from 6th star through RT to rim near 8th 
star; F defective. Pastel toned Unc., favoring sunset 
tones; sharp strike. 

209 1831 “V-5B,” unlisted Rev. cracks. Unc., Obv. borderline, 
Rev. sharp and superior; cleaned, just starting to retone. 
This cracked die state is rare. 

210 1832 “V-5B,” intermediate state between V-5 and V-5A. 
Bright, obviously cleaned Unc., Rev. better than Obv., un¬ 
evenly struck from clashed dies. 

211 1833 “V-6A,” unlisted shattered die state. Unc., Obv. 
cleaned and with a few minute traces of cabinet friction, 
Rev. considerably nicer though with one tiny bag mark. 
Rare. 

212 1834 V-4, perfect Obv. die. Unc. lightly toned, Proof-Like 
early strike from dies which had just been used to make 
proofs, and which still retained most of their original 
polish. Excellent sharp strike, typical borders of uncir¬ 
culated issue, light hairlines, faint toning. 

213 1835 Large date and 5 C. "V-3B,” unpublished date die 
state, shattered Obv. die. Brill. Unc., Obv. unevenly struck 
owing to die failure, Rev. sharp. Very rare die state. 

214 1835 Large date, small 5 C. V-10, with Obv. cracked only 
through a few stars, not from top of cap to rim — unlisted 
state, as on Eliasberg's and a few others. Brill, sharp Unc., 
faint beginnings of tone, one tiny Rev. spot. 

215 1835 Small date, large 5 C. V-5, but dies heavily clashed. 
Brill. Unc., light signs of cleaning; two minute rim nicks. 

216 1836 Small 5 C, V-6, Irregularly, warmly toned Unc., the 
colors concealing faint handling marks, pin scratches and 
the like. 



217 Liberty seated, stars (1838-59), 1845, V-5, double date, 
the so-called “1845/43” owing to two features at left part 
of 5 which are actually part of upright of a former 5 but 
which look like serif and midpoint of a 3. About Unc., nice; 
evidently never in circulation but has two tiny spots of 
Rev. cabinet friction. Mint luster overlaid with lovely 
iridescent tone. Very rare. 

218 1848 Large date (logotype intended for dimes and quarter 
eagles), overlapping base. As Valentine 1, but unlisted 
Rev. with heavy die file marks through CA, and “bisec¬ 
ting” crack from E of STATES through L, M and r. bow to 
border. Ex. Fine, very rare; most of the newly discovered 
ones (presently hoarded and not on the market) are in 
worn state. 



219 1853 No arrows V-1A, both dies cracked. Rainbow toned 
choice Unc., excellent sharp strike; as fine as they come. 
Rare and highly popular; the vast majority of the limited 
mintage was melted later in the year as worth well over 
face value. 



HALF DIMES 

220 1860 So-called “transitional," Obv. type of ’59 with stars, 
Rev. type adopted, with Newlin’s "Wreath of Cereals." 
Unc., very weakly struck on Ms. Liberty’s head and 
shoulder as usual, and on corresponding parts of wreath; 
hairlined from obvious cleaning. One of only 100 struck. 

221 Regular type, Obv. legend (1860-73). 1863 S, V-1, Brilliant 
frosty Unc., acquiring pale gold tone. Excellent sharp 
strike; really Choice. Very rare grade; the majority seen 
are worn, many of them mutilated by having been used as 
buttons. 



222 1864 Second variety of original Proof^: Obv. V-1, R^v. 
with ribbon ends distant, crack from rim to wreath about 
3:30, several clash marks. Brilliant Proof, choice except 
for two minute marks from another coin, probably in the 
same proof set as the mint wrappers disintegrated. 

223 1866 Not in V; B-2, skirt pendant above space 
between 66. Brill. Unc., early Proof-Like impression from 
dies which had earlier struck proofs. Faint hairlines from 
old cleaning, almost all on Obv. Many times rarer than the 



224 1866-S Brilliant Unc., sharp, choice, faint touch of palest 
gold tone just starting. Very rare grade, probably no more 
than a dozen uncirculateds survive, many of them not 
equal to this one. 

225 1871-S About Uncirculated and lustrous, with signs of old 
cleaning now naturally retoned. There is a tiny and almost 
imperceptible Obverse rim dent. A weakness of the 
wreath on reverse is in the die. This piece is from a low 
mintage and becoming more and more difficult to find. 


DIMES 



226 1796 Lumpy die break joining first star to border. Good to 
VG, smooth, evenly worn, some details of full VG 
sharpness. Unusually few signs of handling. The least 
rare variety of this date, but extremely popular and likely 
to go to some date collector. 



227 Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle Reverse 1798 over 97, 16 
stars on Reverse. Extremely Fine or better, lustrous, and 
a bold but uneven strike. There are three or four small but 
fairly noticeable rim nicks and evidence of a former 
cleaning, yet this remains a highly desirable and very 
scarce piece. Some type collector will be pleased with this 
one! 



228 1802 Stars very close to L and Y; normal beak, Rev. of 
1803. (The other and much commoner variety has stars 
away from L and Y and “needle” beak, its lower prong 
piercing star and extending well beyond, this die 
reappearing in 1804). Perfect dies Extremely Fine, 
cleaned long ago and naturally retoned, one tiny rim nick 
on either side. Excessively rare grade for any 1802 dime, 
more so for this rare variety; one of three or at most four 
top examples of the variety, one of the eight or nine finest 
survivors of the date. Next to this, the 1796 is common! 



229 Capped Bust design (1809-37). 1814. Large date, curl 
above 14, no period after 10 C; heavily clashed Obv. die. 
EF or better, much original lustre; usual uneven strike, the 
weak areas evidently due to die failure. Really a type coin. 

230 1821 Large Date. Final I lacks its left base; wide dentil at 
first star. (K-4). Better than Ex. Fine in sharpness, some 
surfaces more like AU, lustrous with light iridescent and 
golden toning. Faint pin scratch either side. Very scarce. 



231 1823/22 Large E’s. Brilliant Unc., acquiring light irides¬ 
cent gold tone; as usual for the variety, imperfectly struck 
up on forelock, temple and cheek. Very rare grade for this 
variety, tied for finest known with the Woodin-Ryder piece 
in New Netherlands 50th sale, superior to any other auc¬ 
tioned in many years. 



232 Another 1823/22 Large E’s, same dies. Iridescently toned, 
somewhat frosty, borderline Unc., soft in the same areas 
as preceding; faint handling marks, not disturbing the 
lovely colors. Tied with lot 108, Merkin April 1966 sale; 
probably one of the half dozen finest. Ex “Terrell" collec¬ 
tion, lot 655, as "Unc., a choice lightly-toned iridescent 
beauty,” at $625. 


FINS TREE "FuflrCHit* 
AUCTION SECTION 


w 



233 1824/22. State IV: all traces of the 3 effaced, leaving only 
part of 2 within 4 and above; dies heavily clashed, 
reground, and cracked. Borderline Unc., brilliant and 
comparatively well centered, needle sharp at stars and 
legend, but very weakly struck in centers. Faint signs of 
having been dipped, though the fields retain Intact mint 
surface. Extremely rare quality for this scarce coin. 



234 1828 Large date and stars, type of 1827. Perfect dies, one 
of 15,000 struck, Feb. 8, 1828. (Broken die coins were 
made in 1829 after a tiny group of 1829-dated coins with 
the same reverse.) Better than EF and very sharp, ob¬ 
vious signs of cleaning, retoning naturally. One of 
possibly seven finest of the variety, but of these only two 
are distinctly finer than this one, the others about of the 
same quality with varying amounts of cleaning. One of the 
most difficult of all dimes to obtain choice; at least as hard 
to find so as the 1822, far rarer than the 1811. 



235 1829 Medium 10C. (tall narrow 0), Rev. of 1831; late state, 
Obv. cracked through 8. Better than AU, really a 
borderline Unc., rather weakly struck but lustrous. Very 
scarce, and with the die breaks it is rare. 



THE FINEST KNOWN OF THE VERY RARE 1830/29 

236 1830/29 Plain remnants of flat base and upturned end of 
2 show at lower r. of 3; knob, top and bottom of 9 show 
around 0, as much as on any of the handful of specimens 
now traced. Splendid, somewhat Proof-Like Unc., Obv. 
rainbow toned, Rev. brilliant, with minimal handling 
marks. A most extraordinary example, beyond doubt 
finest known and unequalled; the others range from VG to 
EF, less than a dozen in all (Rarity 7). 

237 1832 High 2, low 10 C. (Compare the next lot.) Pale 
golden toned Unc., not the sharpest strike one could 
wish. One for date collectors. 

238 1832 Level date, high 10 C., rusty Obv. die. Brill. Unc., 
dipped long ago. Faint bag marks on face, small planchet 
defect in left obv. field. Much scarcer than last. 



239 1833 Close date, high 1; “office boy” Reverse (S F 
AMERICA first cut too far to right, then corrected); die of 
Landau 433. Light golden toned frosty Unc., choice 
despite faint bag marks not disturbing the colors. 

240 1837 Final year of Capped Bust design. “Bisecting 
Break"; small 0 in 10 C. AU; probably was never in cir¬ 
culation but does show traces of Obv. cabinet friction and 
a few tiny bag marks, several on rims. One of only 359,500 
minted, which makes this the scarcest date of the design. 

241 Liberty Seated 1839 Recut 39, die of Landau 445. Brill, 
frosty Unc., delicate golden toning, slight bag marks. 
Much scarcer than the normal date. 

242 1853 Arrows. Richly toned choice Unc., minute Rev. rim 
nicks; sharp strike, about full head. 

243 1853 Arrows. Another. Iridescently, warmly toned Unc., 
softer strike than last — head only about V* full. Die clash 
marks in Obv. field. 



244 1867 Normal date, without recutting on bases of 1 7; triple 
clash marks, both dies reground. Brilliant choice Unc., a 
few tiny bag marks. Very rare, one of only 6,000 made, 
Jan. 29, 1867; very few of these survive, certainly fewer 
than twenty, possibly less than a dozen. Most collections 
have this date only in Proof or impaired Proof state, from 
the other Obv. die. The lowest Philadelphia mintage of all. 

245 Barber design, 1895 Brilliant Gem Proof, “two-tone” 
cameo toning— fields developing golden hue, frosty head 
still mostly white. Distinctive, premium coin; as rare as the 
silver dollar of this date. 



246 Weinman design, 1942/41 Brilliant Choice Unc., as well 
struck as they come; genuineness on this coin is beyond 
any possible doubt. Unknown to exist in full Unc. before 
about 1954, when four rolls (200 specimens) turned up, 
some of the coins weaker in central Obv. than this one, 
many of them bag marked. These 200 represent the total 
population of mint state specimens, out of the 40,000 to 
50,000 that managed to escape into circulation. The vast 
majority of survivors are in Good to Fine, of course. 

TWENTY CENTS 

247 1875 Brilliant Proof-Like first strike Unc., uneven impres¬ 
sion, some hairlines, light bag and handling marks, small 
faint pin scratch. 
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PI NE TREE “Pull-Out” 
AUCTION SECTION 



DISCOVERY SPECIMEN OF THE EXTREMELY RARE 
1875-S PROOF 

248 1875-S Irregularly toned Sharp Proof. Given at least two 
blows from brilliantly polished dies onto a brilliantly 
polished planchet, and therefore displaying the typical 
sharpness and surface of Philadelphia Mint Proofs. Note 
the sharpness of eagle’s feathers, and the exceptionally 
broad border with complete knife-rim or "wire edge” 
around it. The degree to which these dies were specially 
polished for the occasion of striking this piece can be im¬ 
mediately told by the blank areas within wings, where 
polishing was (if anything) overdone. Quality control, 
however, was not quite as great as that of the Philadelphia 
Mint’s best efforts, as there is a mark on Rev. near top of 
wing and M of AMERICA where a piece of lint, thread or 
other foreign matter (a fibre from the polishing cloth?) 
was allowed to adhere to the die, probably by static elec¬ 
tricity, and this has left an incuse mark in the field. It is, of 
course, not an impairment to the coin, being a condition 
of striking of this particular piece. We have seen many 
authentic Philadelphia Mint Proofs in all metals with 
similar marks, generally referred to as lint marks; an 
usually prominent instance was the Gem Proof 1869 half 
eagle in New Netherlands 49th sale, on which there was a 
mark entirely across reverse from a thread adhering to 
die at striking. This 1875-S Proof can be fairly said to 
“carry its own credentials”; if one were to examine it, 
obverse only, in a display case, without mention being 
made of the mint mark, it would unhesitantly be identified 
as Proof without a moment’s doubt. As an authentic 
Branch Mint Proof, it is at once more controversial and 
subject to closer examination than would an ordinary 
Philadelphia Mint issue. Accordingly, this piece was 
examined at the time of its discovery, at the 1964 ANA 
Convention, by Walter Breen, and the authentication cer¬ 
tificate which he issued for the coin on August 20, 1964, 
accompanies this piece, and the arguments therein are as 
conclusive now as they were then. The occasion for 
striking of a Proof of this denomination at San Francisco 
was almost certainly the initial issue. At present, unique— 
the only one we have seen, the only one of which a 
verifiable record exists. One other was rumored to exist at 
the 1964 discovery, but its alleged finder never showed it 
despite liberal offers. The numismatic importance of this 
Proof can be compared at present to only two other coins 
of which we have personal knowledge, namely the 1879- 
O and the 1893-CC Proof Morgan dollars recently coming 
to public attention. Historically, this is more closely 
related to the 1879-0, and to the Proof quarters and half 
dollars of 1855-S, those being the finest pieces of their 
respective denominations made at the San Francisco 
Mint, whose coining department had learned the 
technique of making Proof coins from Philadelphia Mint 
personnel and transmitted to their successors. In this 
connection we might also mention the 1854-S Proof $20, 
now in the Smithsonian, as a presentation piece sent to 
Mint Director J. R. Snowden by San Francisco 
Superintendent Robert Aiken Birdsall. In no instance of 
San Francisco Proof coinage have more than 3 
specimens been traceable; we may assume the same will 
hold true here. The collector fortunate enough to possess 
this will never have any ground for belief in depreciation 
or the appearance of a flood of duplicates. 

249 1875-S Borderline Line., soft strike, brilliance overlaid 
with delicate pale gold tone. Few light bag marks. One for 
type collectors. 

250 1876 Bright, cleaned Unc., excellent sharp strike. Rev. 
minor “shift,” the doubling on UNITED STATES and parts 
of wings. Very scarce; many of this mintage believed to 
have been melted in 1878 when Congress abolished the 
denomination. 


QUARTERS 



251 1815 Browning 1, the only variety; clashed dies. 
Borderline Unc., Brilliant, with light signs of handling. 
Plain dark planchet defect at edge opposite second star, 
obviously as made. Beautiful and in rare condition. 



of 3. Borderline Unc., a few bag marks, plain touches of 
cabinet friction on either side; small faint edge mark from 
a touchstone; much Proof-Like surface in fields, lovely 
iridescent toning. Ex lot 1252, "Terrell” sale, as “A Proof- 
Like Gem Unc. specimen ...”, and at least equal to lot 48 
of the same sale at $2,000. 

253 Capped Bust Type, Reduced size (24.3 mm), modified 
designs by Kneass (1831-38). 1831. Small date and 
letters, no berries. Browning 4, late die state. Better than 
EF, lustrous, some light traces of old cleaning, natural 
pale gold retoning. Two test marks have been smoothed 
down on the rims, not noticeable except with a glass. 

254 1834 No period after 25 C'; wide date. B-1. Borderline 
Unc., weak on drapery owing to advanced die failure; 
lustrous, some faint hairlines from old cleaning, light bag 
marks, start of pale gold toning. 

255 Liberty Seated, No motto (1838-65), 1853 Arrows and 
rays. Sharp Choice Unc., pale gold tone; few light bag 
marks. Beginning to come into its own; these coins went 
into circulation and stayed there, which is why few really 
mint state ones are known. 

256 1855 Final year with arrows. Borderline Unc., cleaned, 
lightly bag marked; one small plain nick either side. 
Excellent sharp strike. 


QUARTERS 



257 Motto added (1866-91) 1866 Brilliant Choice Unc., struck 
from reground dies; full head, many details needle sharp, 
centers very weak as made Very rare, most of the 16,800 
business strikes having been spent or melted, whereas 
the Proofs were saved. Lowest Philadelphia mintage 
1828-1878 except for 1869, and one of the lowest of the 
entire series. 

258 1873 With Arrows Brill. Unc., Rev. frosty with pale gold 
tone, Obv. with some light bag marks; the field mark near 
last two stars, however, is from foreign matter adhering to 
the die and is not a defect inflicted after striking. 

259 Barber design, 1905-S Brilliant Frosty Unc., few light bag 
marks, delicate tone starting. Sharper than average strike 
for quarters from this mint in this period. 

HALF DOLLARS 

260 Flowing Hair (1794-5) 1795 Overton 109, very wide date. 
Better than VG, uneven strike, some details of Fine or 
greater sharpness (lower curls, letters, some leaves), 
other areas much weaker. Heavy planchet defect, split¬ 
ting all the way through edge left of date and opposite D 
ST; how this blank managed to get past adjusters and in¬ 
spectors is a mystery. Nevertheless, everything legible 
even in the weak areas. 



261 1795 The famous Double Date Overton 112A, unlisted 
late state, the break extending down to truncation above 
9. Surfaces, and relief details where they are struck up, 
suggest a grade somewhat better than Very Fine; 
however, many local weaknesses of striking give the 
piece a superficial appearance a little short of VF. Traces 
of luster around some letters. Light brown toning. In this 
grade very rare; generally found in Good to VG. Actually, 
nearly as rare as the Three Leaves, which has the same 
obverse die: high R-5 as against borderline R-6. 



THE VERY RARE 1797 HALF DOLLAR 

262 Draped bust type, small eagle (1796-7) 1797 O-IOIa, 
advanced die cracks. Good to VG, unevenly struck, some 
details fully VG, others — mostly at right on both sides — 
barely Good. Date very bold, all stars plain, full legend 
except that CA are very weak, both numerals of fraction 
visible. Very rare, extremely popular. 

263 Heraldic Reverse (1801-07), 1803 Large Date, Small Rev. 
Stars 0-101. Better than AU, obviously never in circula¬ 
tion but with just enough cabinet friction to be noticeable 
here and there; fields are beautifully lustrous and 
iridescently toned. Some light bag marks on fields, fewer 
on rims. Obtained as "Nice toned BU,” of course, and a 
most impressive example, particularly as it never was 
cleaned or otherwise mishandled. Despite Overtons 
rating, this is many times scarcer than the large 3 with 
large Rev. stars type. The small and large Rev. stars types 
are far more obvious than those on 1806-7 Obverses; 
their omission from the Guidebook is unannountable. 



264 1806 0-123, A most remarkable mint error: double struck 
with the two strikings almost 90° apart, showing two 
busts, two faces, two LIBERTY (one complete), one full 
sharp date, two sets of stars (neither complete), two 
shields, two olive branches, two sets of wings (neither 
complete), one virtually complete legend and parts of 
another. Planchet nearly round, edge normal. Evidently 
normally struck once, then it unaccountably found its way 
into a group of blanks and received a second impression. 
Impossible to grade, some details Fine, others Good — 
evidently carried as someone’s pocket piece; an initial E 
lightly pin-scratched on neck. We have not heard of a 
similar example. 



265 Capped bust left (1807-36), 1808 0-102A, Iridescent and 
warm gray toned Unc., a few minute touches of cabinet 
friction from when this piece was preserved in a velvet 
display tray — which also accounts for the toning. Well 
above average strike. 


HALF DOLLARS 

266 1814/13 0-101, AU Nice, really never in circulation but 
showing a few spots of cabinet friction; full mint luster in 
fields, where it vanishes quickest in circulation. Scarce 
and popular overdate. 

267 1815/12 O-IOIA (cracked dies). More or less EF but has 
been poorly cleaned. 



268 1822/21 0-101, the overdate as clear as it ever comes. 
Brilliant, frosty, sharp Unc., pale gold tone starting. Far 
fewer bag marks than usual, none worth description. 
Highly desirable example of an elusive overdate which 
usually comes worn. 



269 1827 Curve based 2 0-146, Overall better than AU; 
obviously never in circulation, but evidently in a display 
tray for decades with the splendid reverse side up, so that 
Obv. shows several cabinet friction spots. Faint signs of 
cleaning on cheek; fields beautifully lustrous. Extremely 
rare in full mint state; very rare even in this condition, as 
the vast majority of specimens that bring this down to R-3 
are in Good to VG. 

270 1830 Small O. 0-103, Second edge, with diagonal 
reeding on plaques slanting down to right (rare); edge 
blundered, reading OHALF. About Unc., mint frost in 
fields, a little too much rubbing (probably cabinet friction) 
on several high points; faint signs of cleaning. 

271 1831 Third edge, vertical reeding. Semi-blunt Is. O-iua, 
Edge blundered OHALF. AU or better, mint frost in fields 
overlaid with lovely iridescent tone, touches of cabinet 
friction or the like on a few high points. Obtained as “Gem 
BU,” of course. 

272 1832 The rare and elusive “dashed” or “negative" date, - 
1832. 0-112, AU or better, brilliant, traces of old cleaning. 
Rare, listed as R-5. 



273 1836 The very rare and popular 50/00 0-116, About Unc., 
Brilliant, with light traces of cabinet friction, and faint 
evidence of old cleaning. Far above average for this varie¬ 
ty; generally unrecognized because on most specimens 
the part of 0 left of 5 is weak, whereas on this specimen it 
is strong. Usually found in Good to Very Fine, seldom 



274 Gobrecht type, reeded edge, 50 CENTS (1836-7) 1836 
Better than Ex. Fine, mint lustre around letters, stars and 
devices. Only the most minute handling marks in fields. 
Attractive iridescence and gray tone. One small, unimpor¬ 
tant Rev. rim dent. Excellent example of this highly pop¬ 
ular type. 

275 Similar but HALF DOL. (1838-39) 1838 Iridescently toned 
Unc., dark near borders, gold near centers; bold strike, 
lightly bag marked in fields and less prominently on rims. 

276 Another 1838, Borderline Unc., lustrous, signs of old 
cleaning; sharp strike, many light bag marks, some on 
rims, two plainest above cap. 



277 1838 Pattern. Judd 72: Kneass’s “sunburst" bust, stan¬ 
ding eagle. Early restrike (1858? or earlier?), 192 grains, 
no die rust, Rev. "upset" 180° from normal. Ex. Fine, 
probably spent by mistake and recovered within a day or 
two. Auction record for a J-72, $550 (1973 F.U.N. sale). 
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278 1839 Regular Draped Bust Type. Reverse, large eagle 
with open claws and large heavy letters in legend. 
Brilliant frosty Uncirculated, natural pale gold toning star¬ 
ting. Fewer than average bag marks or signs of handling, 
the only one worth mention being on wing near E of 
AMERICA. An important type coin, especially for com¬ 
parison with the next lot to follow. 



279 1839 Bust type Obv. as last. Rev. Smaller eagle, closed 
claws, shorter arrowheads, smaller letters than on any 
preceding, spaced far in from border. Hitherto un¬ 
published transitional type, Obv. being the regular bust 
design, Rev. nearest to that adopted later in the year for 
use with Liberty Seated coins. On direct comparison, the 
eagles are totally different in appearance, most par¬ 
ticularly in the region around claws and branch. Note that 
the two berries in branch are both directly above H of 
HALF, being vertically opposite each other, where in the 
preceding lot only one is above the H, the other far to left 
between two groups of leaves. The reverse die differs 
materially in spacing of letters from that later put in use 
with the Liberty Seated "No Drapery” type, which follows, 
and it had been identified as the identical reverse die 
hitherto known on the pattern known as Judd 95. The 
present coin is a most extraordinary discovery, at present 
without any duplicate known to exist, despite extensive 
search. It represents the only use on a coin intended for 
circulation of the above-named pattern (?) reverse die; we 
now question the pattern statu? of that die owing to its use 
on a business strike. We prefer to think that the die was 
an abortive type, discarded at once in favor of a redrawn 
version with letters spaced further apart and with slight 
modifications in branch, claws and arrows (see next lot). 
The present coin might rate between VF and EF, but is dif¬ 
ficult to grade because weakly struck from a buckled 
obverse die. It was obviously made as a regular business 
strike, being given only one below from the dies, and 
being totally devoid of proof surface even in the protected 
areas where traces of lustre remain. It is barely possible 
that a few other examples may survive, because to date 
nobody has looked closely at the reverses of their bust 
type halves. Nobody had earlier suspected any such tran¬ 
sitional piece to exist. The difference in the types of 
eagles is so obvious as to leave no doubt whatever of the 
importance of the present coin as a new and hitherto un¬ 
published type. Discovered by Maurice Rosen, fall 1972. 
It will be up to the collector to decide whether this is a 
$500 coin or a $5,000 coin. At present, there is no basis 
even for an informed guess; no comparable discovery 
has been made in the series. Rarer than the 1817/14 or 
the 1853-0 without arrows, and at least equally a type 
coin. Request has already been made to list this piece in 
the Guidebook. 



280 Liberty Seated, No Drapery, 1839 Reverse similar to last 
but letters spaced wider apart, minor modifications at 
branch, claws and arrows. Extremely Fine plus, pale gold 
tone, much mint lustre. Weakly struck at borders. Very 
rare condition for this scarce type. Fewer than the usual 
number of bag marks or other signs of handling. 
Prohibitively rare in mint state, and very seldom offered 
even in EF. 

281 With drapery, no motto (1839-65), 1842 Small date. Lilac 
toned Unc., light bag marks, rather weak strike. 

282 1854-0 Arrows Sharp, iridescent (Obv.) and golden toned 
(Rev.) Unc., few faint bag marks, one tiny Obv. rim nick. 

283 1859-0 Borderline Unc., brilliant, nearly but not quite free 
of bag marks; dipped long ago. 



HALF DOLLARS 

284 With Motto (1866-91), 1882 Brilliant Unc., early strike 
from dies retaining polish; faint hairlines, light bag marks. 
Very rare, one of only 4,400 business strikes minted — 
fewer than the 1886-7; this and the 1884 are tied for 
lowest Philadelphia mintage, 1837 to date. Far rarer than 
the proof; most of the proofs were saved, as they were 
meant to be, while most of the Uncs. were spent, again as 
intended, leaving only a tiny handful like this one. 


285 1883 Brilliant Unc., Choice, a beauty; few light bag marks, 
none worth specific description. Very rare for the same 
reason as the 1882; one of only 8,000 business strikes 
coined, of which probably a fraction of 1% survive in all 
grades. 


286 1888 Brilliant Frosty Gem Unc., struck from clashed dies. 
Very Rare, only 12,000 business strikes minted, only a 
fraction of 1% surviving in any grade. We have not seen 
its equal in years. 


287 Barber design (1892-1915). 1907 Brilliant Unc., sharp 
strike, choice despite a few very light bag marks; a few 
small tarnish flecks near borders. Not many more of these 
survive in this grade than in Proof state. 

288 1912-D Brilliant frosty Unc., well struck. Many 
microscopic to minute bag marks, none worth describing. 
One for type collectors. 

289 1915-S Lightly double punched S. Brilliant Unc., fairly well 
struck, with isolated small plain bag marks on face and 
fields, and a few faint hairlines. 


290 Walking Liberty (1916-47), 1919-D Brill. Unc., usual strike 
— flat head and hand, weak eagle’s leg, some other 
details soft, but oddly this has a practically full eagle’s 
breast, a detail which usually does not strike up too well 
either, and which rubs away at once when the coin 
reaches circulation. Dipped long ago. 


291 1920-S Brilliant, Frosty Unc., similar strike to the 1919-D 
but if anything even a little softer; mint frost remains on 
the soft areas, most prominently on eagle. One of the 
more difficult dates to obtain choice. 


292 1921 Borderline Unc., head and hand partly up, brilliant 
but with plain evidence of old cleaning; few light Obv. bag 
marks. Faint area of what was doubtless original 
weakness on eagle’s breast as struck, showing rubbing 
from the cleaning agent. A difficult coin even in the pre¬ 
sent condition. 


UNITED STATES SILVER DOLLARS 

293 Flowing Hair design (1794-95), 1795 Two Leaves, 
Bolender 2 (readily identified by short diagonal bar in 
field just r. of 4th star). Enough original mint brilliance, 
partly overlaid with pale warm gray tone, to suggest a 
grade higher than AU; weakly enough struck in centers 
(as often on this date) to suggest a slightly lower grade; 
small plain rim dent' below 7. Nevertheless, superior to 


UNITED STATES SILVER DOLLARS 

the Terrell coin, B-7 (though called B-4 in the catalogue), 
which brought $4300, and a shade better than another 
1795 which has been recently quoted on the teletype cir¬ 
cuits at $5000. The only nearly comparable piece auc¬ 
tioned in the last four years was Miles 1527, cleaned, but 
the price levels then cannot be fairly compared with those 
at present. 

294 Draped bust design, small eagle (1795-98), 1795 B-14, 
bust placed too far to left. A little nearer to EF than the VF, 
some mint lustre; gray and golden tone, Light Obv. 
adjustment marks near borders. 

295 Another B-14. Better than VG, compromised by retooling 
in r. Obv. field, strengthening of Ms. Liberty’s eye and 
eagle’s beak, barely detectable to the inexperienced eye. 
Nevertheless desirable. 



296 1796 Small Date and Letters B-2. Nearly EF, many traces 
of mint lustre around devices, letters, stars; light signs of 
old cleaning. Close match for Miles 1530. Only one known 
to exist in mint state; the present coin is apparently one of 
the top five of the variety. Beyond doubt the most un¬ 
derrated major type in the series of bust dollars, con¬ 
sisting of two R-5’s and an R-8, total population not much 
over 100, whereas there are probably over 1,000 small 
date large letter coins, and nearly as many large dates of 
this year. 

297 Heraldic eagle (1798-1803), 1798 B-24, Rev. of '99 with 
break down from stem; final variety of the year. Ex. Fine, 
much mint lustre; streaky planchet defects vertically 
down from eye through 8. Fewer than usual signs of 
handling. One for date collectors. 

298 1799 No Berries. “B-12c,” shattered Obverse die, much 
later than the “terminating” state described by Bolender, 
including a rim break over 2nd and 3rd stars. Nearer to 
EF than to VF, mediocre strike, much mint lustre in fields 
especially on reverse. The few handling marks are too 
minute to be worth describing. Very rare. 

299 1800 B-17 state II, with crack through ribbon but none of 
the others of 17a. Between VF and EF in sharpness, 
traces of lustre around letters and stars, plainer signs of 
old cleaning. 

300 1802 “Close perfect date” (divided 18 02). B-6. Nearer to 
EF than to VF, weakly struck in centers; plenty of mint 
lustre, light evidence of old cleaning, insignificant rim 
bruise above IB. This and its sister 1803 B-6 were among 
the 19,570 dollars struck in 1804 — the last uses of this 
reverse die, struck after all other 1801-2-3 varieties by die 
break evidence. 



301 1836 GOBRECHT on base. Simon pure original, issue of 
Dec. 31, 1836 (1,000 struck); dies properly aligned 
coinwise so that the eagle flies “Onward and Upward” as 
Mint Director Patterson specified. Extremely Fine, gray 
tone, traces of Original Proof Surface around letters and 
in other protected areas; minute handling marks, none 
serious enough to require description. 

302 Regular Liberty Seated, No Motto (1840-65). 1840 Just 
about AU, very brilliant but too many bag marks for full 
mint state. First year of the design, and difficult to obtain 
in full Unc. 



303 1850 Recut base of O. Rev. Line slants down through 
azure at right. Early strike, some Proof-Like surfaces, just 
about full sharpness of Unc. Few light rim nicks on either 
side, other minute signs of handling. Rare, only 7,500 
coined, of which many were melted promptly as worth 
well over face value, and very few survive in or near mint 
state. 



304 1855 Nearer to AU than to EF in sharpness, bright 
lustrous, cleaned; many light handling marks, lint marks, 
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U.S. SILVER DOLLARS 

and pre-striking planchet chips. Limited mintage, many 
melted as worth over face; the majority were shipped to 
California for use as small change, and survivors are 
mostly well worn. 

305 1860-0 Thin shallow mlntmark. Brilliant Unc., frosty, well 
struck, with its quota of light bag marks, none worth 
describing. 

THE EXTREMELY RARE 1871-CC 



306 Motto (1866-73) 1871-CC Reverse “shift,” doubling on 
wings, leaves, arrows and lower letters. Better than 
Extremely Fine, lustrous, reasonably well struck, with 
fewer bag marks than are usual on a Liberty Seated dollar 
of this period. Several very minute rim handling marks. 
Nice enough that it was obtained as "Choice AU.” One of 
the finest surviving of only 1,376 coined; in the same 
rarity class with the 1873-CC. 


U.S. SILVER DOLLARS 

other three specimens reported in recent months. 
Brilliant, frosty, Choice Unc., well struck, with far fewer 
than the usual quota of bag marks. Exceedingly rare, far 
more so than the Philadelphia coin; unknown to Van 
Allen-Mallis as is the latter, and discovered only during 
the winter of 1972/73 as a byproduct of search for its 
Philadelphia counterpart. No auction record known to us; 
unpriced in the Guidebook, certain to be listed later well 
up in four figures. 



315 1889-CC Extremely Fine, Obv. nicked and scratched up, 
including a couple of scratches in central hair; Rev. better 
and with much mint lustre. Back in 1964, specialist John 
Thomas speculated that 6/7 of the small mintage had 
been melted, and that none had shown up in Treasury 
releases. His judgment has been amply confirmed; in the 
light of present knowledge, this is one of the few genuine 
rarities in the Morgan dollar series. 



307 1872-CC Very Fine plus, light gray tone; the exact quality 
generally sold today as "Choice Extremely Fine.” Many 
minute bag marks, traces of lustre around letters. 
Excellent specimen of this rarity, of which only 3,150 were 
minted, some of which are though to have been melted 
with other obsolete coins after July 1873. 

308 Morgan Design (1878-1921) 1878 Seven over eight tail 
feathers, in all 12 feathers showing. Different from any “7 
+ 5” listed in VAM. Brill. Unc., struck from dies retaining 
polish; beginnings of pale gold tone with much deeper 
iridescence near obv. border. Fewer bag marks than 
usual. Very rare. 

309 1883-S Brill. Unc., fairly well struck, with its quota of light 
bag marks. Back as early as 1964, the dollar specialist 
John Thomas commented that all but about 400,000 had 
most probably been melted, uncirculated availability was 
“below normal," and the price was "up to stay,” a remark 
shared with 1884-S and 1895 alone in the series. (“Below 
normal” meant that very few specimens had turned up in 
mint sacks.) 


310 1883-S Another, this one VAM 2, with S tilted to right. 
Borderline Unc., Brilliant, cleaned, scarce. 

311 1884-S Brilliant Unc., fairly bold strike, with fewer bag 
marks than usual but numerous light slide marks on Obv., 
and signs of old cleaning. John Thomas estimated an 
even smaller number of this than of the 1883-S to escape 
melting, with the same comments as to the latter. 

312 1885-CC Brilliant Choice Unc., excellent sharp strike, 
frosty, with fewer bag marks than usual. 


CHOICE AND EXCEEDINGLY RARE 
1887/6 PHILADELPHIA AND NEW ORLEANS 



313 1887/6 From the identical dies of the discovery coin sold 
In the Merkln GENA sale of October 1972, the Clark 
pieces publicized in the numismatic press, and the 
"Terrell” coin sold last May, with the overdate as clear as 
it ever comes. Brilliant Unc., light toning, well struck and 
with fewer bag marks than usual. Exceedingly rare, 
remaining a full Rarity 7 despite extensive search among 
many thousands of 1887’s over the past year. Listed un¬ 
priced in the Guidebook, without Illustration, but likely to 
be listed in the next edition In four figures to judge by a 
couple of recent quotations. 



314 1887/6-0 Overdate very similar to that on the 
Philadelphia coin; apparently from the same dies as the 


CHOICE SPECIMEN OF THE RARE AND HIGHLY 
COVETED 1892-S 



316 1892-S Brilliant, frosty Unc., beautiful sharp strike, with 
about 1/20 the usual number of bag marks, none in the 
slightest degree obvious or obtrusive; exceptionally clean 
fields especially on Reverse. The finest specimen of this 
rarity that we have seen. The silver dollar specialist John 
Thomas (1964) said of this and the 1393-S that no Uncs. 
had turned up in mint sacks, and that the date had been 
"pumped into circulation early and widely dispersed,” ac¬ 
counting even then for its rarity in mint state; the ensuing 
years have confirmed his judgment. The present coin 
should command even greater interest than the usual 
Unc. simply because its quality is so much higher. 

317 Another 1892-S Barely Unc., usual strike, fewer bag 
marks than usual, cleaned long ago and now retoning 
pale gold. Has become virtually overnight one of the most 
highly coveted of Morgans. 



318 1893-S Ex. Fine, usual light handling marks in rims and 
on fields, none really serious. Same comment as to the 
1892-S, only more so, and known as a rarity rather longer. 
Probably will go in middle four figures after spirited com¬ 
petition, 
pennon. 



319 1894 Brilliant frosty Unc., above average strike, fewer 
bag marks than usual. Much rarer so than In Proof state, 
as comparatively few emerged from mint sacks. 



320 1895-0 Thin mlntmark leaning right (variant of VAM 2, 
scarce). AU, much mint brilliance, fewer bag marks than 
usual, light hairlines. 


U.S. SILVER DOLLARS 



321 1895-S Thin S leaning r„ variant of VAM 2. AU nice, 
somewhat Proof-Like surfaces; many minute bag marks. 
Several tiny rim nicks, one deep and with a lightly scraped 
area nearby. 

322 1896-S Top of 6 faintly recut, not in VAM. Brilliant Unc., 
mediocre strike but beautifully frosty; fewer bag marks 
than usual. 

323 Peace Design (1921-35). 1921. Brilliant frosty Unc., above 
average strike though central hair weak as usual; reverse 
could even be called choice. First year of issue, struck 
Dec. 1921, released Jan. 3, 1922. 

324 Another 1921 EF, lustrous, average strike, average bag 
marks or a little fewer. 


TRADE DOLLARS 



325 1873 Brilliant Proof-Like Unc., hairlined, with three minute 
rim nicks, a variety of faint bag marks; usual even strike. 
Very rare as virtually the entire mintage went to China and 
became chopmarked or melted down. Obtained as a 
“Proof,” but if anything much rarer so than in Proof state. 



326 Another 1873 Brilliant Unc., well struck, with far fewer 
than the average number of bag marks, none worth 
describing except perhaps the small cluster on Ms. Liber¬ 
ty’s thigh. Almost never encountered except in Proof state 
or chopmarked. 

327 1874 Brilliant, hairlined Proof, unevenly struck (not well 
up on eagle’s leg). At a mintage of only 700, tied with 1875 
for second lowest Proof Trade mintage. 

328 Another 1874 Brilliant Unc., fairly well struck, beginnings 
of pale gold tone concealing many of the scattered light 
hairlines. 

329 1874-S Large S Brilliant Unc., usual somewhat uneven 
strike, most areas very sharp; few scattered small plain 
bag marks, the most prominent being on Ms. Liberty’s 
neck. 

330 1874-S Small S (This very marked difference unaccoun¬ 
tably omitted by Taxay.) Brilliant Unc., mostly sharp 
strike, with its usual quota of tiny bag marks. Very rare, 
far fewer of these seen than of the large S. 

331 1875-S Type I; berry below claw (1873-76). Large S. 
Brilliant Unc., sharp strike everywhere except on Ms. 
Liberty’s head; beautiful surfaces, with fewer bag marks 
than average, none worth describing. 

332 1875-S Same type and variety. Half roll of Choice Brill. 
Uncs., all from the same reverse die (crack through 
RICA), all in much the same quality — beautiful frosty 
coins with fewer bag marks than average. 10 Pcs. 

333 1875-CC Type I as above. Tall CC. “Shift” reverse: 
doubling plain on arrows, wingtips, stems and berries, 
TRADE DOLLAR and lower letters generally. Unc., 
mediocre strike; small area on Rev. edge where a defect 
has been smoothed away. Very scarce, the shift variety 
probably rare. 



334 1875 Type II, no berry below claw (1875-85). Brilliant 
Proof, a few isolated and faint hairlines, of no con¬ 
sequence. Of identical rarity to 1874 as a date, but Type II 
coins formed only part of the 700 coins struck. 

335 1875-S Type II as above. Large S. Brilliant Unc., 
developing light gold tone; fairly well struck except near 
foot. Fewer bag marks than usual, mostly isolated; the 
only one worth mention is in field near first star. Rarer 
than the Type I coin. 
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336 1876 Type I Unc., above average strike, tar fewer bag 
marks than usual; apparently dipped long ago. Very 
scarce, the vast majority of the rather low mintage of this 
date being from Type II dies. 

337 1876-S Type I Large S. Brill. Unc., fairly bold strike; 
scattered bag marks, far fewer than usual; light touches 
of tone starting. 

338 1876 Type II Lightly hairlined Brilliant Proof, few minute 
spots; not well struck up at claws. Complete Obv. knife- 
rim or "wire edge." 

339 Another 1876, also Type II Brilliant, Hairlined Proof, with 
even more pronounced knife-rim; sharper impression at 
claws. 

340 1876 Type II. Lightly toned, somewhat frosty Unc., reverse 
Proof-Like. Excellent sharp strike, unusual for Trades. 
Knife-rim on both sides; fewer bag marks than usual. 


341 1876-S Type II Tiny S. Brilliant Gem Unc., sharp strike, 
frosty; almost though not quite free of bag marks; 
excellent sharp strike. 



342 1877 Brilliant Proof, lightly hairlined. Above average 
example of the 510 minted, of which a large number are 
badly cleaned or impaired. Lowest mintage of the 
legitimate Proof Trades. 

343 Another 1877 Brilliant Choice Unc., frosty, similar in quali¬ 
ty to the 1876-S though not quite so well struck up on 
head or stars. 

344 1877-S Large S, normally placed. Brilliant Choice Unc., 
almost the equal of the first 1876-S; excellent sharp 
strike. 

345 Another 1877-S Large S, tilted crazily to left. Brill. Unc., 
well struck, fewer bag marks than usual, light hairlines. 
Very unusual, probably rare. 

346 A third 1877-S Tiny S. This difference unmentioned by 
Taxay. Brilliant Choice Unc., well struck; reverse of Gem 
quality, obverse a few bag marks short of it. Doubtless 
rare. 

347 1878 Brilliant Proof, somewhat hairlined. First of the 
Proof-only dates, and in great demand as such. 

348 1878-S Brilliant Unc., excellent sharp strike, fewer bag 
marks than usual; light hairlines. 

349 1879 Brilliant, hairlined Proof. Few minute to microscopic 
lint marks (as made) and signs of contact from other 
coins. 

350 Another 1879 Obviously cleaned, hairlined Proof, few 
contact marks from other coins. Acceptable example of 
this coin of which only 1,541 were made. 

351 1880 Brilliant, hairlined Proof, uneven strike few upper 
stars do not show their centers; similar quality to last. In 
demand as a Proof-only date. 

352 Another 1880, this one sharp on stars. Brilliant, somewhat 
hairlined Proof, plain small Obv. lint mark (as made), few 
faint signs of contact with other coins. 

353 1881 Brilliant Proof, faint hairlines, small lint marks (as 
made) left of face. Twice as rare as 1880. 

354 1882 Brilliant Proof, light hairlines, similar quality to the 
1881, and about in the same rarity class. 

355 1883 Brilliant, hairlined Proof, light signs of contact with 
other coins, mostly on obverse. Generally acknowledged 
as rarer than earlier dates, which if true would testify to 
meltings of unsold coins when the denomination was 
abolished. Last of the legitimate Trades. 

CONSIGNMENT “B” 

AN EXTRAORDINARY COLLECTION OF 
UNITED STATES GOLD DOLLARS 


(From the lock-box of an eminent Southwestern businessman) 
Including a Complete Dahlonega Run, With the 1861-D 
Unc.! 


SMALL SIZE (1849-54) 


' luto i y^c i omdii neau, no l on iruncauon. upen wreath. 
Breen A1 (in original monograph 1-1): recut R in DOLLAR. 
Brilliant Frosty Unc., sharply struck, with few light bag 
marks. One of the best remaining of the 1,000 struck from 
this Obv. die, May 8,1849. Of additional interest because 
it is from the extremely rare shattered die state. Only two 
others are known with all the breaks found here (some of 
which were not known at the time of writing the original 
monograph). Extensive die breaks on gold coins are 
always rare as the mint took special care to inspect gold 
— its major public relations item. 





357 1849 The other and much rarer small head, no L; B. A2 
(unknown at time of writing the original monograph). 
Same Obv; Rev. with R not recut, plain die file mark 
through ITE. Brill. Unc., faint signs of handling, faint 
hairlines, visible under a glass. One of two finest of only 
12 seen to date. This reverse is believed to have been 
hastily made up to replace the A1 die when it broke within 
a few hours of being put into use; the variety formed only 
a small minority of the 1,000 coined on May 8,1849. Very 
rare. 


358 1849 Small Head, with L on truncation; open wreath. 
Breen B-1. Flat field, normal stars. (B. 11-1 in original 
monograph.) Obv. VF or better with three tiny rim nicks, 
Rev. better than EF, sharp, lustrous, with traces of 
cleaning. Very rare, possibly low R-7 — about a dozen 
known. 

359 1849-D B-2, but late die state with shattered reverse. 
Better than VF, Rev. nearly EF; light bag marks, light signs 
of old cleaning. Rare, this die state extremely so. 


U.S. GOLD DOLLARS 



360 1850-C B-2, strong mintmark: die of Gilhousen 7. AU, 
some original Proof-Like surface, several light nicks in 
fields and rims on either side, traces of old cleaning. Very 
rare, forming only a minority of the 6,966 coined; ap¬ 
parently unknown in full mint state. 

361 1850-D B-1 Nearly EF, Rev. sharper than Obv.; long 
straight planchet defect in left Obv. field. Far above 
average condition. Rare. 

362 1851 B-4, date slants minutely down to right. (No. 3 of 
original monograph.) EF, light toning, some lustre, one 
small rim nick. 



363 1851-C B-4 (not in original monograph), state II— crack, 
rim to final S; die of lot 282, Merkin sale, 9/20/67. EF, 
sharp; light handling marks including a few tiny rim nicks. 
Ex. rare, only seven traced to date. 

364 1851-D B-1, heavily clashed dies, but no rim break. EF, 
central Obv. not quite as sharply struck as the rest, Rev. 
lustrous; minute handling marks. Rare, this die state 
extremely rare as the Obv. rim broke almost at once. The 
Dahlonega specialist George Walton did not have its 
equal. 



365 1852-C B-1, large mintmark left of center, part of extra 
base of 1 below 1; rusty dies. EF, bold, light handling 
marks of no importance, signs of old cleaning. Very rare 
(low R-6). 



366 1852-D B-1 State VI: heavily clashed and shattered dies. 
EF-AU Rev. with much lustre, Obv. hairlined and with faint 
handling marks. Very rare, R-6; usually weak, but this is 
much bolder than usual, far superior to Walton’s. One of 
the last of the 6,360 struck. 

367 1853 B-3 centered date. AU nice, Brilliant, with a light 
scratch or two on either side. 

368 1853 B-5 The very rare and mysterious variety with em¬ 
bossed cross before ear and fine wreath on neck and jaw 
(not clash marks, but something else on the die), explana¬ 
tion unknown. Brill. Unc., minimal handling marks, sharp 
strike except at AME. Possibly R-6. 

369 1853-C B-2 (not in orig. monograph, die of Gilhousen 20). 
Nearly EF, faint Obv. scratches and rim nicks, Rev. 
lustrous; faint signs of old cleaning. Very rare, high R-6. 

# 



370 1853-D B-1 VF-EF, Rev. lustrous; small edge pin scratch, 
faint hairlines, but far above average. Less than 1% sur¬ 
vive of the original 6,583 mintage. 

371 1854 popular final year of the small size. B-A1, but rare 
clashed and shattered die state. AU, Brilliant, frosty, with 
minor signs of handling. 

372 1854-D Only the one variety. Late state, heavily clashed 
dies, Rev. in normal position (rather than “upset” as on 
earlier strikes). Nearly EF, planchet defects (including a 
nick-like lamination defect on Obv. rim, quite small), light 
handling marks. Very rare, possibly 1% of the original 
mintage of 2,935 surviving. 

373 Another 1854-D, later die state— Obv. reground to efface 
clash marks. Obv. almost EF, a little weak in center; Rev. 
AU and Brilliant. As fine as obtainable, there being only 
one “Uncirculated” example rumored to exist, rendering 
the Guidebook price in that grade irrelevant. 

374 1854-S B-3 (thin date and stars, 1 runs into wreath) die of 
Gilhousen 25. Nearly EF-EF+ nicked, cleaned. Very rare, 
important as first year from this mint, only small size S- 
mint dollar. 

LARGE SIZE, NARROW INDIAN PRINCESS HEAD 
(1854-55) 

375 1854 B-8, triple (rather than double) row of beads on 
headdress above LIBERTY. Bold strike; between VF and 
EF, Rev. a little nearer the latter. Extremely rare, only the 
third seen from this Obverse die, first reported in lot 395, 
Merkin sale, 3/6/68. High R-7. 

376 1855 B-1, UN triple outlined. More or less EF, lustrous, 
with few minute nicks and other handling marks; 8 
shallow but legible. Very scarce. 

377 1855 B-2, late state, with faint field crack above upper r. 
wreath (as in Gilhousen 28); very rare so. VF, but date un¬ 
usually bold — rarely seen so on a coin of this date. 




378 1855 B-6 Extra thin letters; shallow date with open 5's (as 
in Gilhousen 27). Brilliant Choice Unc., exceptionally well 
struck on devices; date completely clear. Adjustment 
marks near upper R. Obv. border (as made); couple of 
faint touchstone marks on bottom Obv. rim, not visible 
without a glass. One of two finest nonproof 1855’s we 
have ever seen, considering quality of striking as well as 
surfaces. A fantastic coin; until 1970 no 1855 was known 
to exist so well struck, the characteristic weakness on 
dates and central hair having forced the quick abandon¬ 
ment of this design in December 1855. 
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THE EXTREMELY RARE 1855-D 

379 1855-D B-1, late cracked die state. Overall EF, Rev. 
stronger than Obv. and in fact exceptionally well struck 
up everywhere except at the 8, where this date always 
shows weakness; the LL, however, are bold, and 
remainder of date strong. Granularity in central Rev. in 
planchet before striking; the Obv. field marks are all die 
clash marks. Traces of mint lustre in protected areas near 
letters and devices; light hairlines. Less than a dozen 
traceable, of which this is believed one of three finest. At 
least equal to lot 2393B, 1964 ANA Convention sale, 
which nine years ago brought a record-shattering $2,400 
compared to its present red book listing, which would be 
ultraconservative today. Note that even the Gilhousen 
collection could only muster a plugged example, with the 
comment that most of the known specimens had been 
used as jewelry; it nevertheless went far into four figures. 



380 Another 1855-D, same die state. Also EF, Obverse a trifle 
stronger than on preceding, struck the same way— in fact 
as bold a strike as we have ever seen for this date; a trifle 
more lustre, but with one small nick behind head. So far 
as we know, this is the first time in numismatic history that 
two 1855-D gold dollars have been offered in the same 
collection, and certainly the first time that two have been 
seen together of this quality. Extraordinary opportunity to 
acquire this famous rarity, one of the most intensely 
coveted of all gold dollars. 

381 1856-S B-1, but rare cracked Obv. die as in Gilhousen 32. 
Nearly EF, bright, cleaned long ago, and with minor 
handling marks. Finer than Gilhousen's. Of exceptional 
interest as the only San Francisco coin of this design, and 
the only 1856-dated coin of this design. 



THIRD DESIGN: WIDE INDIAN PRINCESS HEAD, 
1856-89 

382 1856-D B-1, only the one variety. Ex. Fine, Lustrous, not 
well struck up on 5 or on hair below LIB (as always), with 
delicate red tone; fields unusually clean (the tiny mark at 
R. Rev. border is from lint adhering to the die), a couple of 
very shallow rim nicks. Unusually clear letters for this rari¬ 
ty, which usually shows them blurry; even the U is 
readable, whereas it is generally a blob. An exceptionally 
strong example of one of the great rarities; fewer minted 
of this than of the more popular 1860-D, and only about a 
dozen survivors reported in all. 

383 1857-C B-1 Surfaces partly lustrous, suggesting EF; 
border weak and granular as made; sharpness very un¬ 
even as struck, varying from Fine plus to EF plus. Small 
plain Rev. rim nick; couple of much more minute ones on 
Obv. Rare. 



384 1857-D B-2, with the rare crack above wreath. AU or 
better, Brilliant, but weakly struck on relief details on 
either side; some mint surface on the weak areas. Part of 
the weakness is believed to be from regrinding the dies to 
remove clash marks. Despite a few minute rim nicks, a 
most exceptional example of this great rarity. 

385 1857-D Another B-2, same die state, same striking quali¬ 
ty. Same grade even to the minute rim nicks; faint Obv. 
field scratch between N and neck. It is almost unheard of 
that two choice examples of this rare mintmark should 
appear in the same collection. 

386 1857-S B-1, high date. (The other variety has low date.) 
Classical example of EF grade. 



387 1858-D B-2, with the triple clash marks; die of Gilhousen 
40. Surfaces brilliant, suggesting AU or better; sharpness 
of EF, everything beautifully well defined except for R on 
Obv. and 5 on Reverse. The incuse field mark near ED is 
from foreign matter adhering to Obv. die. Extremely rare, 
this variety forming less than one third of the 3,477 
originally minted. 

388 Another 1858-D B-2, same die state; the identical twin of 
preceding, even to striking quality and incuse mark near 
ED from foreign matter on die, though it is less 
pronounced here. Extremely rare. 

389 1858-S B-1 VF-nearly EF, traces of lustre. Small faint Obv 
scratch. Rare. 

390 1859-C B-1 Basically EF, lustrous, Obv. weakly struck as 
always and with one minute rim nick; borders granular as 
made. Reverse shows much mint surface. Last and rarest 
date of the C-mint dollars. 



391 1859-D B-1, very rare late state with crack from rim to 
wreath about 2:00. The identical twin of the Baldenhofer- 
New Netherlands 54th Sale coin, long believed finest 
known; Obv. at most a thin hair's breadth short of Unc., 
Rev. full Unc., brilliant, far sharper than normal, and 
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Choice, despite several minute and totally inconsequen¬ 
tial rim nicks. A most extraordinary coin, to say the least. 

392 1860 B-2, low date; clash marks; scarcer of the two 
varieties. Brill, borderline Unc., some Rev. hairlines; 
sharp strike. Undervalued low mintage. 


THE EXTREMELY RARE 1860-D 

393 1860-D Only the one variety. Surfaces indicate a grade of 
better than AU, much original Proof-Like lustre intact, 
together with some light hairlines. Sharpness is as great 
as we have even seen in this always weak issue; UN illegi¬ 
ble (no specimen known shows a clear U), date legible 
though a little blurry, parts of wreath weak along with left 
border. Two tiny rim nicks over CA. There are no more 
than five auction records for an 1860-D in this condition, 
covering possibly three coins in all (“World’s Greatest 
Coll." 64, Kern-296, Pierce-1034, '63 Miami FUN 447, Jay- 
232). It is very probable that the present coin is one of 
these though the illustrations are not clear enough for 
certainty. Extremely rare, less than 20 known to exist in all 
grades. 



394 1860-D Another, from the same dies, in the same state. 
Surfaces suggest a grade between EF and AU, with some 
Proof-Like lustre; relief details, where struck up at all, 
suggest a grade of EF. The weaknesses are in the same 
areas as last, though UN can be barely made out, and 
Rev. border does not really blur into wreath at left. The 
long straight scratch-like mark on Rev. is believed to have 
been in the strip when this planchet was cut out. Few 
other hairline handling marks. Far above average for this 
great rarity, of which only 1,556 were made. 

395 1860-S B-2, with the rare Rev. crack at 11:00, as in 
Gilhousen 49. EF, sharp, with minor adjustment marks at 
upper Rev. border; faint field handling marks on either 
side. 

396 1861 B-5, low date; heavy clash marks on both sides, 
rare. Evidently never in circulation, but with a few too 
many tiny plain scattered nicks and scratches to qualify 
as full mint state. 


TIED FOR FINEST KNOWN OF THE EXCEEDINGLY 
RARE 1861-D 

397 1861-D Only the one variety. Borderline Unc., Brilliant, 
with much mint frost and some traces of the same Proof- 
Like surface we saw on the 1860-D, which has the same 
Obverse die. Some areas have full mint sharpness, 
though as always left border is weak, U is blurry, and curls 
just below LIBERTY are not well brought up. 
Nevertheless, by a small margin, sharpest impression 
known to usl Grading on 1861-D has always been 
controversial, as all known specimens have these 
localized weaknesses in striking; so that grading by relief 
detail is unreliable, and grading by surface requires 
experience and familiarity with coins of this mint. The pre¬ 
sent coin has enough obvious mint bloom that the 
grading should not be in doubt for a moment. Overall tied 
for finest known with the Atwater-Kern-Jay example, but 
sharper than the latter; that piece has ICA weak, whereas 
the present coin has these letters strong. The most highly 
coveted of all gold dollars because the one issue known 
to have been struck in entirety by the Confederacy 
(March-April 1861). It would be a waste of time to quote 
obsolete auction records on this date; the only one even 
dimly reflecting current interest would be Gilhousen 52, 
VF, at $5,500 on a considerably lower estimate, or some 
22% over 1974 Guidebook. Double that amount would not 
locate a duplicate of this coin. Triple the amount might 
eventually fish the Atwater-Kern-Jay coin out of hiding, 
but we would not even guarantee that. The high point of 
this collection’s gold dollars. Ex Grant Pierce coll., lot 
1037. 

398 1869 B-1, the only variety for circulation. VF+, obvious 
light handling marks. This is the average grade for the 
year, and Uncirculated specimens are all but unknown of 
the possibly 30 survivors of the 5,900 originally made. 


399 1870 B-1, only var. for circulation. Fairly Brilliant Unc., 
sharp strike, one light rim nick on either side. As rare as 
last; one of possibly 30 survivors of 6,300 made, Jan. 20, 
1870. 


181 

400 1870-S Only the one variety. Rare early die state, the 
recutting on S visible. EF, sharp strike, slight handling 
marks, signs of old cleaning. Between 25 and 30 known to 
survive of only 3000 minted, of which only four are Unc.; 
this is believed to be among the top 6 or 7. Far superior to 
the Gilhousen coin.) 


401 1871 B-1, only the one var. for circulation. Brilliant Proof- 
Like Unc., excellent sharp strike. Light handling marks on 
either side, the only one worth describing being a light 
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Obv. field pin scratch. One of slightly over 30 survivors of 
3,900 struck, Feb. 15, 1871. 

402 1874 B-6: only L visible on headband; date a little left of 
center. Brilliant frosty Choice Unc., mediocre strike; one 
minute rim nick short of Gem grade.Extremely rare, as 
are both varieties with this Obverse. 



403 1876 B-1, the dies earlier used on proofs. AU nice, 
actually a thin hair’s breadth short of full Unc.; high knife- 
rim similar to that on proofs, faint handling marks, none 
worth detailed description, except possibly the small faint 
Obv. rim nick. Rarer in business strike form than in Proof. 
This variety constitutes less than 1/3 the known survivors 
of the 3,200 made. 


404 1877 B-2, low date, apparently the only variety for 
circulation. Brill. Unc., few scattered bag marks, Proof- 
Like surfaces, few hairlines. Very rare, one of possibly 15 
or 16 survivors of the 3,900 minted; rarer than some later 
dates of lower mintage. 

405 1879 Only the one variety. State III early, with faint clash 
marks, before die was repolished. Brilliant Unc., choice 
despite a few isolated bag marks, none plain enough to 
warrant description. Very rare, one of possibly 30-odd 
survivors of only 3,000 minted. 



406 1879 As last but State IV, dies repolished to remove clash 
marks, as in some of the very last proofs (the 10 struck 
with the final sets, Nov. 22, 1879). Obv. Brilliant Gem 
Proof, Rev. Brilliant Sharp Unc., somewhat Proof-Like as 
on three other examples examined in this advanced die 
state. Not impossibly the 10 coins issued with the proof 
sets were all exactly like this. It is head, shoulders and 
chest above the average first strike of 1879 or 1880, and 
must be seen to be believed. 



407 1880 B-1: normal letters, no doubling, no die file marks at 
ATES. Rev. parts of extra 8’s within 8’s. Brilliant Gem 
Unc., somewhat Proof-Like first strike, well struck with 
partial knife-rim; equal to many that have been sold as 
Proofs. Like others of this quality, this is from one of the 
small hoards amassed by H.L.P. Brand, Charles Green 
and Lammont duPont, many decades ago. 


408 1880 B-2, Double outlines on letters; die file marks 
through ATES; drastically repolished state of same Rev. 
die, state II — tops of wreath apart. Brilliant, even more 
Proof-Like, Unc., Gem, from the same ultimate source. 
Probably will bring more than last. 


409 1885 B-1 (extra outlines on all letters), die of Gilhousen 
89, not in the original monograph. Brilliant Proof-Like 
Gem Unc., borders granular as made, few isolated and 
almost microscopic handling marks; lint mark, as made, 
r. of large 1. Rare. 



UNITED STATES QUARTER EAGLES 
Including a Complete Run of Dahlonega Mints 
The Very Rare 1797 

410 Heraldic Eagle design (1796-1807), 1797 Breen 1, the only 
variety. Sharpness of VF overall, Rev. bolder than Obv.; 
unfortunately, with some porosity, and cleaned neither 
wisely nor too well, with some nicks and adjustment 
marks but no trace of repairs. Extremely rare, not over a 
dozen traced of only 427 originally minted. Rarer than the 
1796 or either type, or than the 1798 close date, but for 
some reason less appreciated. 


411 1802 B-2, leaf free of I, “ghost" leaf at CA. Brilliant AU 
nice, sharp strike, with a few tiny isolated scratches, 
mostly on reverse near borders. Finest reported of the 
rarest variety of the year — a high Rarity 71 Ex Dr. J. 
Hewitt Judd, "Illustrated History”, 56, priced at $2,750 
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many years ago, where laconically described as “Superb 
Proof-Like Gem." 


412 1805 B-1, the only variety; faint Obv. crack. VF, light Obv. 
adjustment marks; clean, almost free of handling marks. 
One for type collectors. 


413 1806/4 B-1, the only variety with this Obv., and the final 
appearance of this star arrangement. Advanced Obv. die 
crack as usual. Overall better than VF; some areas 
suggest EF, but centers are weaker. Central Rev. covered 
with the usual adjustment marks, as on the majority of 
early gold coins. (These are not an impairment, but a mint 
economy measure. When a planchet turned up too heavy, 
it was sent to the adjusters, little old ladies with leather 
aprons, assigned to drag a file across each heavy blank, 
keeping the gold fragments on their aprons, and retur¬ 
ning the blanks to the coiner; lightweight ones were 
melted, those still too heavy were re-adjusted, and those 
within mint tolerance were stamped.) A very important 
coin, as not even one full Unc. has been verified, only two 
or three AU’s, and most of the survivors are much below 
this in grade. 



CAPPED HEAD, MODIFIED VERSION BY KNEASS 
(1824-34) 

414 1830 B-1, the only variety. Obv. EF or better, Rev. AU with 
claims to higher grade, and lustrous; possibly should be 
called a somewhat weakly struck AU. Rare, only about 1% 
of the original mintage of 4,540 survive. Ex Wolfson 96. 


415 1832 B-1, the only variety; head in slightly higher relief 
than the 1830. EF-AU, slightly Proof-Like surfaces, 
somewhat granular on devices; some minute rim nicks. 
About as rare as last, possibly slightly rarer. 

416 Classic Heads (1834-39), 1836 Head of '35. Breen B2 (in 
original monograph called 11-2). Much better than EF, with 
some lustre; many minute handling marks, central 
weakness as usual for the period. Small plain rim nick on 
either side. Far above average quality for the type. 



417 1838 B-1 Brilliant Unc., well struck, frosty, though with a 
few too many minute handling marks, including a couple 
of tiny rim nicks. Prohibitively Rare Grades; much finer 
than Gilhousen 122. Second Finest We Have Seen; no 
auction records for this date in this condition, recent 
enough to mean anything. 

418 1838-C B-1, the only variety. Basically VF-Fine, but plain 
evidence of Rev. field repairs, apparently to remove in¬ 
itials; no trace of solder. 


419 1839/38-D B-2 (lapped die, no berry, broken leaves and 
stem end, etc.); die of Gilhousen 126. Obv. nearly EF, Rev. 
barely VF and a weak strike as usual; couple of small Obv. 
rim nicks, the other handling marks all too light to merit 
description. Very rare, R-6. 


420 1839-0 B-1: high close curved date, small arrowheads, 
no berry, wide 1 / 2. Between VF and EF in sharpness, 
some lustre, light signs of old cleaning. 

421 Coronet Head (1840-1907), 1840-D B-1, the only variety; 
shattered dies (rare). F-VF, loop skillfully removed. Very 
rare, a full R-6. 


422 1841-C B-2, break from wingtlp to border at left (die of 
Gilhousen 132, same state). Sharpness almost EF, bolder 
than usual; traces of mint lustre, light Obv. scratch, small 
Obv. rim nick, other handling marks not worth descrip¬ 
tion. Very rare, this variety R-71 
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423 1841-D B-1, VF nearly EF sharpness, granular from 
minute handling marks, small Obv. rim nick. Very rare, R- 
6 ; all but unobtainable choice. 


424 1842-D Double date, the only variety. VF, tiny Obv. rim 
nick; above average condition, unknown choice. R-6, in a 
class with last. 

425 1843-C Large date, recut. Breen B1 (#2 in original 
monograph). Nearly EF sharpness, traces of lustre, very 
light Obv. scratch, tiny Rev. rim nick. Probably 23,076 
coined. 

426 1843-D Small D. B-1, advanced Rev. cracks (as in 
Gilhousen 141). VF, sharp strike, shallow Rev. field nick. 
Very scarce. 


427 1843-D Large D, B-3, VF-EF, few faint Obv. scratches in 
field and central hair. Very rare, no auction records recent 
enough to mean anything. 

428 1844-C Only the one variety. The brilliant surfaces 
suggest a grade well above EF; weakly enough struck (as 
almost always) to suggest VF. Minute Rev. rim nick. Rare 
and if anything stronger than usual. Obtained as “AU or 
Unc.” 

429 1844-D B-1 (#3 in old monograph); die of Gilhousen 146. 
Peripheral details more like EF, center weaker, more like 
VF; some lustre, some Rev. handling marks, signs of old 
cleaning. Very scarce. 

430 1845-D B-1, Better than VF, bold, lustrous; plain edge test 
mark. Very scarce. 

431 1846-D B-1, normal D, VF, usual rather flat strike; light 
edge test marks. Very scarce. 

432 1847-D B-2, early state, the trace of another digit still visi¬ 
ble left of base of 7. Surfaces brilliant and lustrous, 
suggesting AU; sharpness a trifle below EF. One minute 
rim nick on Obv., three more shallow ones on Rev. Rare. 

THE RARE AND POPULAR 1848 WITH CAL 


433 1848 CAL officially countermarked above eagle. Almost 
EF, several tiny rim nicks on either side, more on reverse. 
Average grade for the type, and within the last two years it 
has become possibly the most popular of all quarter 
eagles. One of only 1,389 made in December 1848 from 
the lot of 230 oz. native California gold shipped by Col. R. 
B. Mason, Military Governor of California, via Brigadier 
General Jones, to Secretary of War Marcy; Marcy turned 
over about 4/5 of the consignment to the mint for coinage 
into these special quarter eagles, the rest of the bullion 
going to make the Scott and Taylor medals just 
authorized by Congress. In a real sense the first American 
commemorative. 

434 1848-D B-1, Surfaces bright and lustrous, suggesting a 
grade above EF; sharpness more like VF, as commonly 
with this Mintmark. One tiny plain Obv. field nick, few 
lighter handling marks. Rare. 

435 1849-D B-2; low date slanting up to right. Ex. Fine, weakly 
struck as usual; several faint to light rim nicks. Rare. 

436 1850-D Only the one variety. VF, above average strike, 
tiny Rev. edge test mark, several small unimportant rim 
nicks. 

437 1851 B-3 (§2 in original monograph;, low date. Borderline 
Unc., brilliant, weakly struck on cheek, parts of curls and 
feathers. Tiny chip above head from foreign matter in die. 

438 1851-D “Punctuated” date 185-1, B-1, Ex. Fine, lustrous, 
excellent surfaces, mediocre strike; one tiny Rev. field 
nick, few light handling marks. 


439 1852-D Only the one variety. Surfaces suggest a grade 
close to EF, sharpness more like VF, weak strike on 
wings. Very Rare, unknown Choice; less than '/ 2 of 1% of 
the original mintage of 4,078 known to survive. 


440 Another 1852-D, same dies. Ex. Fine, comparatively 
sharp, with orange-red toning. The small mark on cheek 
Is from foreign matter (a metal sliver?) adhering to 
obverse die. One of the finest knownl 



441 1853-D VF, usual strike, numerous light bag marks; some 
Mint lustre around letters. Extremely rare, apparently un- 
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known Choice. Not much over Vi of 1% of the original 
mintage of only 3,178 survives. One of the great rarities 
from this Mint, along with the next three dates to follow. 
442 1854 Heavy high date; heavy clash marks. Brilliant Unc., 
Choice, Frosty. 


443 1854-D Only the one variety. VF and an unusually bold 
strike; loop removed, dentils repaired above 8th star and 
left. At present only 15 specimens are known to exist, two 
of which can be called EF, the others from Fine to VF+, 
one other looped piece more worn than the present coin. 
This works out to 0.8% of the original tiny mintage of 1,- 
760 pieces. One of the major rarities of the denomination. 


THE EXTREMELY RARE 1855-D 


444 1855-D Only the one variety, Rev. of 1853-54. Better than 
Ex. Fine, lustrous, one tiny rim nick either side; the small 
nick-like mark at top Obv. rim is a planchet defect, as 
made. This is tied with the Miles coin for second finest of 
fewer than a dozen specimens known to survive out of 
only 1,123 minted. Apparently ex-George Walton coll., lot 
2137, its record in that sale ten years ago being the basis 
for the present-day Guidebook price. 


445 Second 1855-D More or less EF, not as boldly struck as 
last, but above average for the date. Fewer handling 
marks than usual, the only ones worth mention being two 
tiny sharp Rev. rim nicks above Nl. In no previous auction 
known to us have there ever been two 1855-D’s together. 

THE EXCEEDINGLY RARE 1856-D 


446 1856-D Only the one variety. Lustrous, the surfaces 
suggesting a grade of EF or better, the striking quality 
about average for the date, suggesting EF on wings and 
letters, centers much weaker, exactly as on the Walton 
coin, of which this is an identical twin. At present there are 
only ten specimens traceable out of the 874 originally 
minted; lowest mintage of any Dahlonega gold coin (with 
the possible exception of the 1861-D dollar), one of the 
four lowest mintages for circulation of this design (the 
others being 1854-S, 1875 and 1881). With 10 known, 
exactly as rare as the 1841! 



447 1857-D Only the one variety. Lustrous surfaces 
suggesting EF, sharpness more like VF or better. Many 
light handling marks on Obv., several on rims. Very rare, 
only 2,364 struck. 

448 Another 1857-D, same dies. Just VF, usual strike, many 
very light handling marks. 


449 1859-D Only the one variety. Lustrous, partly Proof-Like 
surfaces suggesting a grade well above EF, weak strike, 
relief details suggesting a grade better than VF. One tiny 
sharp nick near 11th star, other completely trivial 
handling marks. Exceptional condition for this rarity, 
which is for some reason much harder to find in all grades 
than 1857-D despite a mintage in the same class (2,244). 


450 1859-D Similar to last but obviously cleaned and with a 
few more plain handling marks on fields and rims. Far 
above average for this very rare date, final year from this 
mint. 


451 1877 B-2, the only variety for circulation. Brilliant AU, with 
many faint signs of handling. One of the finest surviving 
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nonproofs. When the original monograph was written, no 
Uncirculated specimens were known to survive; at pre¬ 
sent, there are still no more than three, and the present 
coin comes a hair’s breadth below them, therefore one of 
four top examples. Only 1,632 minted for circulation, of 
which possibly less than 2% survive. 



452 1885 B-2, the only variety for circulation; vertical line 
through round “hole" in ear. Ex. Fine, sharp, light 
handling marks, Proof-Like surfaces. Extremely rare in 
any grade, generally found in Proof or impaired Proof; the 
Proofs were meant to save, the business strikes were 
meant to spend, and probably no more than 2% of the 
original mintage of 800 for circulation have survived, of 
which this is one of the best we have seen. 



453 1886 B-1, Brilliant Proof, nearly complete knife-rim (“wire 
edge”) on both sides. A few minute lint marks, as made; 
faintest signs of handling, nothing serious enough to 
warrant description. One of only 88 struck — therefore in 
a class with the more popular 1885. 

454 1897 Brilliant Proof, light cloudiness, faint hairlines. Only 
136 minted. 

455 1903 Brilliant Proof, faint evidence of handling, light 
cloudiness, light hairlines. One of the only 197 minted, 
many of them drastically cleaned, this one far better. 



456 1854-D Only the one variety; late die state, dies clashed 
and worn. Extremely Fine Plus, unusually bold strike for 
this usually weak issue, more than 2/3 border dentils visi¬ 
ble on both sides, which is almost unheard of. In every 
way pleasing except for some scratching in hair just 
below LIBERTY. Various Obv. handling marks including 
two rim nicks. Nevertheless far above average. Of only 1 ,- 
120 coined, fewer than 3% are believed to survive, none in 
mint state. 




457 Another 1854-D Nealy EF for the coin, a little more lustre 
than on last though not as well struck, cleaner surfaces; 
small shallow Obv. rim nick. 


THE VERY RARE 1865 



458 1865 B-1, original; low date, dentils at lower left Obv. 
weak and separate, “wart" on neck near curl — the dies later 
used to make Proofs. Better than Extremely Fine, much mint 
lustre, one small but obvious rim nick above space between TE 
of STATES, several other much smaller ones on either side. Of 
only 1,140 struck from these dies, Jan. 27, 1865, only one is 
known in Uncirculated state, two others that can be called AU, 
making this piece one of four top specimens; the rest of the 15 
to 20 survivors are in About Fine to EF range. One of the most 
difficult of all dates of this denomination. 



459 1873 Closed 3, Extremely Fine, obviously originally made 
as a Proof, though not one of the bolder strikes from 
these dies; retains a great deal of Proof surface. Lint mark 
in field just left of top bead of headband, as made; one 
minute Obv. rim nick, other field handling marks not 
serious enough to merit description. Only a few dozen 
specimens struck. 

THE EXTREMELY RARE PROOF 1876 



460 1876 Issue of June 13, one of 25 made from the dies after 
slight rust had developed in feather. Brilliant Proof, Obv. 
with a few central hairlines, Rev. considerably finer in 
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PINE TREE “f*«lJI-0<it» 
AUCTION SECTION 




THREE DOLLAR GOLD PIECES 

quality and could even be called Choice. Identifiable by a 
small prestriking planchet chip (laimination defect) just 
left of large 3, obviously in the planchet before striking. Of 
only 45 minted, somewhat over 30 survive, at least five 
being in museums, at least eight being impaired, mis¬ 
handled or rubbed. The present coin is one of the better 
looking survivors among the Proofs. Almost certainly a 
five figure coin! 


461 1877 B-2, the only variety struck for circulation. Extremely 
Fine or Better, much original Proof-Like surface, with 
very minor signs of handling on both sides. Reverse 
bolder than obverse, as others of this date. Field 
granularity near letters, in the planchet before striking. 
Two tiny Obv. rim nicks, no other handling marks worth 
describing. Of the 1,468 struck, Feb. 13,1877, fewer than 
30 are known to survive, and this is one of the best of 
these. 

462 1878 B-1: crossbar of A in STATES recut; normal date, 
placed low. (Also comes with date higher and farther to 
right, and with same Obv. as next.) Brilliant Unc., frosty, 
not too well struck up on devices. Trivial evidence of con¬ 
tact with other coins, including a minute rim nick on either 
side. This variety forms the majority of survivors of the 
date. 

463 Another 1878 B-1, EF-AU, very similar strike to last, much 
mint lustre. Few light bag marks; couple of small plain 
Rev. rim nicks. 


464 1878 B-2, the famous “Overdate”: part of loop of another 
8 within upper loop of first 8, upper curved part of another 
digit within upper loop of last 8, still undeterminable even 
at 40x if a 7 or an 8, though it does not match the curve of 
the proper 8; evidently there was some effort to efface the 
erroneously (?) punched date, which strongly suggests 
that there was reason to do so. Brilliant AU, similar strike, 
actually a trifle weaker; touches of cabinet friction here 
and there, few faint field hairlines, few small plain bag 
marks. Very rare, probably R-6. 


ONE OF THE FINEST SURVIVING 1881’S 

465 1881 B-2, the only variety for circulation. Brilliant Proof- 
Like Unc., with only the most minute indications of 
contact with other coins, chiefly one minute rim nick at 
2:00 on reverse, and a tiny cluster of bag marks above 
DO. Late die state with defect marks paralleling inner 
edges of wreath; evidently one of the last of the 500 
struck, June 4, 1881. Sharply enough struck, and attrac¬ 
tive enough, to have had at least one record of sale as a 
"Proof," but in this grade it is far rarer than the 54 Proofs. 
The latter were meant to save, and accordingly several 
dozen survive, whereas the business strikes were meant 
to spend, and accordingly most of the couple of dozen 
survivors are in VG to VF; there are possibly three others 
with any valid claim to mint state grade! Of the highest 
rarity. 


466 Another rare 1881, from the same dies. VF or better, 
some traces of original Proof-Like surface, many 
hairlines, one tiny rim nick at R. Obverse. Evidently one of 
the earlier among the 500 struck, as it is without the die 
failures just within wreath; it is interesting to realize how 
quickly this die broke down, within a couple of hours after 
it was first put into use! 

467 1882 B-2, "overdate,” "1882/high 2," part of an extra 2 
shows above right part of 2 in date. Brilliant Frosty 
Choice Unc., mediocre strike, fewer bag marks than 
usual, the only noticeable ones being near border left of 
bust point (minute) and a tiny shallow rim nick on 
Reverse. Genuine, unlike the majority of purported 
examples of this variety offered in the last year; very 
scarce, one of only 1,500 struck for circulation, Dec. 23, 
1882, of which probably fewer than 100 survive in all 
grades. 


468 1883 B-2, centered date, the only variety for circulation. 
Brilliant, splendidly Proof-Like Unc., light hairlines 
especially on Obverse; sharper than average strike, 
though not a match for a proper Proof. Attractive enough 
that It was formerly sold as a Proof; however, like the 
1881, considerably rarer In business strike form than in 
Proof state, and for the same reason. Only 900 business 
strikes were made, Dec. 15, 1883, of which possibly a 
couple of dozen survive, mostly In Fine to VF; whereas 
probably over half the 89 Proofs made still survive, some 
Impaired, as they were meant to save. Fewer than five 
known which could be said to equal the present coinl 


THREE DOLLAR GOLD PIECES 


469 1885 B-1 Brilliant Proof, fully sharp strike with nearly 
complete knlfe-rlm or "wire edge” on both sides; this 
knlfe-rlm has managed to acquire several minute, nearly 
microscopic, nicks at upper r. Obverse. Faint cloudiness, 
few very faint hairlines. From the earliest die state (prior 
to relapping), probably one of the 38 proofs made in 
January; in any event, one of only 110 struck in all, the 
majority of which appear to have been nicked, rubbed or 
scrubbed or otherwise Impaired. The present coin Is one 
of the best we have seen In years. 


470 1886 B-2 date farther to right than on B-1 and slanting 
down slightly. A most difficult and deceptive coin, 
Brilliant Unc. with Proof surfaces, almost as sharply 
struck as a Proof would be. Unfortunately, someone has 
put several pin scratches into hair to strengthen its 
claimed Proof ststus. There were 1,000 business strikes 
and 54 Proofs made from these dies on the same day, 
and it is very difficult to tell between them. Whatever your 
final decision, it is a rare and splendid coin. 


471 1889 B-1 Brilliant Choice Proof, sharp, with nearly com¬ 
plete knife-rims. One of the most beautiful Proof threes 
we have seen of this decade, despite a few isolated 
hairlines. Of the highest desirability, as very few survive 
out of only 129 originally made. Reports recur, originating 
with the Chapman brothers (who were coin dealers In 
Philadelphia at the time), that the mint melted many of the 
unsold 1889 Proofs in 1890 after Congress abolished the 
denomination — as had been done with 20<t pieces and 
with several denominations abolished by the Mint Act of 
1873. This accounts for the 1889 being much, much 
harder to find in Proof state than some of the earlier years 
of lower mintage. We have in fact seen fewer Proofs of 
1889 than of 1883, 1884, or 1885! 

UNITED STATES HALF EAGLES 

Including a Complete Run of Dahlonega Mints 



472 Small Eagle (1795-98). 1795 Breen 6-E: closest date, 
crack through N. Very Fine or better, fairly bold strike. 
Many faint Obv. adjustment marks, as made; many 
minute handling marks, including a tiny rim nick on either 
side; faint edge test mark above O in OF. Fairly granular 
surfaces, traces of Mint lustre around stars and letters. 



473 Heraldic eagle (1797-1807). 1798. Large 8, B. 1-B, Closest 
date, same die as earlier used with the exceedingly rare 
Small Eagle Reverse. Borderline Unc., Brilliant and 
frosty, with only the most minute handling marks; not well 
struck up on forelock or parts of cap, as usual, but 
reverse sharper though unevenly struck. From the 
extremely rare shattered die state, more advanced 
cracks than any described in the original Breen 
monograph. 



474 1799 Last 9 double-cut and heavy; large Rev. stars. B. 3- 
F. Nearer to AU than to EF, lustrous sharp, nearly free of 
handling marks (except for a minute rim nick at top Rev.), 
the reverse really beautiful; unfortunately, initials 
removed from R. Obv. field, affecting two stars, and with 
small plain rim nicks at left and right. Light evidence of 
cleaning. Rare and a true type coin, probably high R-5. 

475 1799 Normal date, closest spaced of the year; large Rev. 
stars. B. 4-H. VF, traces of lustre around some letters, but 
surfaces mostly granular with a "sweated” look — 
probably from long exposure to sea water. Unpublished 
Rev. die break, first one seen with it. Only the second 
seen at auction in the last twenty years; extremely rare. 


476 1803/2 B. 1-D, Rev. of 1804, rare late cracked die state. 
Brilliant sharp Unc., but has one small deep rim nick, a 
number of shallow rim dents, two shallow test marks, and 
evidence of smoothing off several other lighter rim nicks. 
Many light Rev. adjustment marks; various light field bag 
marks mostly on Obverse. Obtained as "AU,” which is fair 
enough. 


U. S. HALF EAGLES 


477 1804 “Large 18,” actually small 180 over larger punches 
intended for the eagle; rare and popular blundered die. B. 
1-A, rarer of the two varieties. Brilliant Frosty Unc., Obv. 
not too well struck up, Rev. much sharper Impression; 
faint touches of what may be cabinet friction on Obv., 
from when this piece lay for decades In a display tray with 
its magnificent reverse up. Rare late Impression from 
shattered Rev. die, Its early breakup accounting for the 
rarity of the variety (R-6). Splendid type coin of the 
highest desirability. Apparently ex Elliot Landau, New 
Netherlands 52nd sale, lot 733. • 


478 CaDDed bust (1807-12). 1807. B. 5-D Ahn.it Unc.. 
Brilliantly lustrous, with many light Obv. adiustment 
marks at borders. Minor evidence of contact with other 
coins. The hollow area on cheek appears to be not a 
lamination defect but a result of foreign matter adhering 
to Obv. die, as it has been seen on other specimens (com¬ 
pare the next lot). Obtained as "BU,” of course. Popular 
first year type. 

479 Another 1807 B. 5-D, Ex. Fine, light Rev. edge dent and 
test mark, many minute contact marks from other coins. 
Traces of the same hollow on cheek as last lot; many light 
Obv. rim adjustment marks. Signs of old cleaning. 



480 1812 Wide 5 D. B. 1-B, Nearer to AU than to EF, mint 
brilliance in fields and around stars and letters, touches of 
what looks like cabinet friction on both sides. Fewer bag 
marks than usual; light adjustment marks in central 
Reverse. A beautiful example of this final year of the 
design. 

481 Classic Heads (1834-38), 1838 B-2: date 1838, large 5, 
small short arrowheads. Better than EF, plenty of mint 
lustre, light signs of handling. Equal to several lately sold 
as “Unc.” Rare. 


482 1838-D Only the one variety; unpublished late cracked die 
state. Brilliant Borderline Unc., sharp strike, separated 
from choice mint state by a few too many minute handling 
marks. One of three finest seen of the date! Exceptionally 
desirable because of the sharp striking, which Is very un¬ 
usual for a coin from the Dahlonega Mint. The Gilhousen 
coin was not even fully Extremely Fine, yet it brought 
$800, or well above current Guidebook for EF; the price 
given for Uncirculated specimens can be safely dis¬ 
missed as Irrelevant, as no auction record exists in this 
grade recently enough to mean anything, and the coin Is 
prohibitively rare so. 


483 1838-D Another, from the same late die state (crack 
through MERICA). About Unc., sharp strike, lustrous, 
with a few too many light handling marks, light rim and 
edge dents and nicks. Very rare grade; identical twin to 
the Walton coin. 


484 First Coronet Head (1839). 1839-D B-2, large D above 39, 
perfect dies. A little nearer to EF than to VF, excellent 
sharp strike, far fewer signs of handling than usual; traces 
of old cleaning. Very scarce, In great demand as the only 
Dahlonega coin of thia type before the new head of 1840 
was standardized. 

485 Modified Coronet Head, no motto (1840-65). 1840-D 
Smaller diameter or narrow mill. B. 11-1, VF, well though 
unevenly struck, with light Obv. rim dent but very few 
other signs of handling. First year of the narrower 
diameter; first year with this new design. 

486 1841-D Small D B-2. VF, Rev. more flatly struck; some 
Obv. lustre, many light handling marks, couple of light rim 
nicks on either side. Very scarce. 
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U.S. HALF EAGLES 

487 1842-D Small Date. B-1. VF, above average strike, many 
light handling marks, small shallow Rev. edge test mark. 
RARE even In this condition. 

488 1842-D Large Date. Very Fine, similar quality to last, but a 
few more edge nicks rather than the test mark. Very 
scarce, apparently unknown to exist above EF. 

489 1843-D Small Mlntmark D. B-1. Nearly EF, unusually bold 
strike, traces of lustre around letters; most of the light 
handling marks are on Obverse, Including several on rim. 

490 1844-D B-1, 4 close to truncation. Very Fine, usual flat 
strike, some lustre around stars and letters; several Rev. 
rim dents and nicks. 

491 1844-D B-2, 4 much farther from truncation. Extremely 
Fine, traces of lustre around letters; Reverse sharper than 
Obverse, unusual. Far above average for this date. 

492 1845-D B-2, high date to right. Better than VF and un¬ 
usually boldly struck; numerous light bag marks, small 
shallow Rev. rim test mark. 

493 1846-D B-3, normal D, date a little above center; 
“whiskers” where chin meets neck; same Rev. die as last. 
Ex. Fine, lustrous, unusually sharp strike, nearly free of 
handling marks; faint hairlines. Rare. 

494 1847-D B-1, die of Gllhousen 404. More or less EF, bold 
but uneven strike, many light bag marks, several on rims; 
light pin scratches in Obv. field. 

495 1848-D B-1, small thin stars; dies clashed and with last of 
the three cracks described. Better than VF, some areas 
EF; uneven strike, some details sharp, curl on Ms. Liber¬ 
ty’s neck weak. Tiny Rev. edge test mark, few small bag 
marks. Far above average; much rarer than the last few 
years. Finer than Walton's. 


496 1849-D B-2, with rare unpublished cracks at lower 
reverse. EF and very lustrous but weakly struck as usual; 
two tiny Rev. rim nicks, usual light handling marks. Even 
today no more than the one mint state example has been 
traced; this one Is about as nice as can be had. Lower 
mintage than earlier dates and considerably scarcer. 

497 1850-D B-2, weakly punched D. Very Fine, the way these 
usually come; long straight planchet defect In upper Rev. 
field; shallow Obv. edge test mark. Very scarce. 

498 1851-D B-3 (not In original monograph): Obv. B-2, Rev. B- 
1, Better than VF, much mint lustre around letters, but 
usual quite weak strike. One tiny Obv. rim nick, fewer field 
bag marks than usual. Very rare variety. 

499 1852 B-1, thin numerals. Better than EF, much Mint lustre, 
but dies rotated and evidently misaligned, out of parallel 
planes, so that upper Reverse and lower left Obv. are op¬ 
posed and both weak. One minute Rev. rim nick; many 
minute to microscopic bag marks on either side. Very un¬ 
usual and rare. 

500 1852-D B-2, 1 barely free of rust (not described in original 
monograph). In terms of wear, this highly lustrous piece 
exceeds EF; but It la so weakly struck that most of border 
dentils are blurry and many details of hair and lower eagle 
are obscured. This Is not the fault of the coin but of the 
press. Distinctive and rare. 

501 1853 R-2 Heavy date. Sharpness approaching EF with 
plenty of mint lustre but too many light bag marks. 

502 1853-D B-3 Ex. Fine, lustrous, Obv. nearly as weakly 
struck as last, Rev. a little bolder. Few plain field bag 
marks, far less than usual. Very scarce. 

503 1854-D B-1, but struck before die rusted; extremely 
weakly punched D. Ex. Fine, excellent sharp strike, few 
faint pin scratches, fewer handling marks than usual. Very 
scarce, unusual. 

504 1855-D B-1, with the vertical crack described. VF, bolder 
than usual strike; cleaned long ago. Tiny plain nick above 
A at top Rev., no other handling marks of note. Very rare. 

505 1856-D B-5 (not In original monograph): high date to left, 
D mostly above V. Better than VF, some details EF, usual 
weak uneven strike, considerable mint lustre; two minute 
Obv. rim nicks, one on Rev., but fewer handling marks 
than usual. Very rare. 


506 1857-D B-2 (not In original monograph): similar but D Just 
free of feather and branch. VF, usual strike, Obv. weaker 
than Rev.; some mint lustre; planchet very defective as 
cut from the strip, at rim above S of A. Very rare, only the 
second seen! 

507 1858-D B-1, same Rev. as last. Average quality VF, 
minute to microscopic handling marks, several tiny 
shallow Obv. rim nicks. Rare, lower mintage than 
preceding D-mlnts. 


508 1859-D B-1, unlisted Obv. cracks at last three stars. 
Better than EF, probably full AU but weakly struck as 
usual; brilliant, with fewer bag marks than usual, though 
there are several minute rim nicks. Rare and In great de¬ 
mand. 


509 1860-D B-2, Rev. o| the famous 1861. Very Fine or better, 
much mint lustre, many of the usual light bag marks, one 
plain one on neck, another on chin. Possibly a weakly 
struck EF In terms of wear. Rare and In heavy demand. 


U.S. HALF EAGLES 


510 1861-C Only the one variety. Extremely Fine or 
thereabouts, fairly bold; minute to light rim dents, light 
handling marks as usual. Late impression, showing the 
die plainly cracked above AMER, therefore one of the last 
made and very probably one of the 887 minted by the 
Confederacy, May 1861. A considerable quantity of 
bullion was left uncoined — apparently because no more 
dies were left In usuable condition after this one broke up. 
Very rare and of the highest historical Importance. 


511 1861-D Only the one variety. Ex. Fine and lustrous, the 
usual weak strike from worn dies, as described In the 
monograph; Rev. stronger than Obv. Minute edge test 
mark on Obv., probably by someone distrusting the 
Confederacy’s ability to make gold coins. Fewer handling 
marks than usual; light hairlines from old cleaning. Last 
and by far the rarest of all Dahlonega Half Eagles; only 1,- 
597 minted under Union authority together with an un¬ 
known quantity by the Confederacy, possibly another 
thousand or more, these coins being Indistinguishable 
from the Union-made ones from the same dies. Very rare 
and of the highest historical interest. 


512 1894 Brilliant Proof Obverse with a few hairlines and one 
small rim nick. Reverse considerably better. One of only 
75 struck. 


INDIAN HEAD DESIGN 

513 1909-0 Extremely Fine, lustrous, with many light Rev. bag 
marks and two plain scratches at OF. One of the couple of 
real rarities of this design. 

514 1914-D VF plus, some lustre. Last year from this mint. 

UNITED STATES EAGLES 


515 Capped Bust Type, Small Eagle (1795-97). 1797. Breen 2- 
A. Extremely Fine, comparatively bold for the variety; 
cluster of small plain nicks around B, other lighter 
handling marks elsewhere. More than half breast feathers 
show. Light Rev. border adjustment marks, as made. To 
date no Uncirculated specimen is yet reported from this 
Obverse die; still a Rarity 8. 


516 1795 Another B 2-A, later die state with rust below beak 
and wreath. Almost EF, center weaker than other areas as 
usual; adjustment marks In central Reverse. Minor Obv. 
handling marks, long light Rev. pin scratch, but plenty of 
mint lustre near letters and stars, and light orange toning. 


517 1796 Only the one variety; generally considered a type 
coin because the stars are divided 8 + 8. Obv. about EF, 
rather weakly struck and with many light handling marks.’ 
Rev. better than EF, stronger impression, most of breast 
feathers visible; many minute handling mafks. Much rarer 
than 1795 in all grades; comparable to the Gllhousen coin 
at $2,900. 



UNITED STATES EAGLES 

THE VERY RARE AND POPULAR 1798/97 
538 Heraldic Eagle (1797-1804) 1798/97 Stars 9 + 4 B. 1-A, 
late state with both die breaks, one of the last of only 900 
minted, Feb. 17, 1798. About Unc., lustrous, generally 
well struck, though with many light adjustment marks on 
both sides near centers, few faint touches of cabinet fric¬ 
tion here and there. Shallow edge test mark opposite 3rd 
and 4th stars; small rim planchet defect below 8. Obverse 
struck a little off center as usual with broad border at left 
and top, R. border narrow, Rev. well centered. Of some 18 
specimens traced today, several of which are Impounded 
In museums and estates, this Is one of the top seven. 
Many orders of magnitude superior to the Gllhousen coin, 
which had been Impaired and repaired. 


519 1799 B-4-D. The famous “Irregular Date", short stem, 
break within C of AMERICA. Obv. AU and somewhat 
lustrous, sharply struck, halrllned and with light handling 
marks; Rev. EF, weak in center and somewhat granular in 
surfaces. Small edge test mark over space between 2nd 
and 3rd stars. Exceedingly rare, one of not over five 
known, and apparently one of two finest of those. 


520 1799 B. 4-E, the other Irregular Date. AU or better, 
Brilliant, sharp strike, minor Obv. handling marks, Rev. 
almost free of Indications of handling. Two small, shallow 
and faint test marks at edge opposite first three stars, visi¬ 
ble with a glass when the coin Is tilted, but no other way. 
Early die state, before the breaks developed at upper left 
obverse. 


521 1799 Another B. 4-E, this one the most advanced die state 
known, later than any listed in a monograph. 
About Unc., lustrous, with traces of old cleaning and a 
light rim nick on either side, neither serious. Someone 
has attempted to polish down the two rim breaks at upper 
left Obv., but stopped before inflicting any real damage. 
In plastic holder. 


522 1799 Large stars, Rev. of 1800-01. B. 5-G. Borderline 
Unc., Brilliant though with faint touches of cabinet friction, 
few minute bag marks, faint signs of old cleaning. “Dou¬ 
ble profile" phenomenon on LIBERTY and stars, similar to 
lot 686, New Netherlands 54th sale. A distinctive type 
coin, only one Obv. die made with large stars as against 
four with small; unaccountably omitted from the 
Guidebook, and should list somewhat higher than the 
small stars coin. 


523 1800 Early die state, faint crack through LIBERTY. AU, 
Obv. with traces of cabinet friction, Rev. sharper and 
almost qualifies as mint state. Sharply struck except at 
drapery and last star; almost full breast feathers. A couple 
of tiny, hardly noticeable rim nicks on either side, as com¬ 
monly with eagles of this period. Faint signs of old 
cleaning; light handling marks. Excellent example of 
probably the most undervalued of all early eagles, one of 
only 5,999 made; more than six times as rare as the 1799 
by actual countl 


524 1800 Later die state, the crack heavy. Sharpness of AU, a 
little better struck than last, but granular from numerous 
minute handling marks. 
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UNITED STATES EAGLES 



525 1801 B. 2-B wide date. Early die state, without the “rays" 
In cap. Between EF and AU, lustrous, with small Obv. 
edge test mark above T as commonly, and a small plain 
Rev. rim dent; other usual handling marks. 



526 1801 Another B. 2-B, later die state with 9 "rays” 
(cla8hmarked stripes?) In cap. Obtained as "AU,” this has 
the sharpness, with full breast feathers, but Obv. Is 
granular from too many minute handling marks. 



527 A third 1801, same variety and state as last. Nearer to AU 
than to EF, more lustrous than last and with fewer 
handling marks, but with light signs of old cleaning; light 
adjustment marks near R. Rev. border and across upper 
reverse. One for type collectors. In plastic holder. 



528 1803 Small Rev. stars. B. 1-A, same Rev. as last. A little 
better than Extremely Fine, full breast feathers, generally 
well struck up; clean surfaces, far fewer bag marks than 
usual, light rim dent opposite cap, small lamination defect 
(as made) above B. One of the earliest of the 4,816 struck, 
Aug. 19, 1803. Very scarce. 



529 1803 Small Rev. stars, hollow R. ribbon end. B. 1-D. 
About Unc., lustrous, sharply struck with full breast 
feathers small faint shallow Obv. rim nick, almost free of 
bag marks. Beyond any possible doubt, second finest 
known of this high Rarity 8 variety, a hair’s breadth below 
the Uncirculated Grant Pierce coin. 



530 Coronet Head, No Motto (1839-65), 1865 Popular fln< 
year without motto. B-1. VF, bold (obtained as EF c 
course); granular surfaces from too many mlnut 
handling marks; small deep scratch at TA. One of onl 
four different VF’s auctioned In the last 25 years, no EF a 
higher grade nonproof reported during that time. (Shouli 
be unpriced In EF or Unc. In the Guidebook.) Therefore 
fewer around than of the 18581 Ex "Golden I” sale. Ic 



531 With Motto (1866-1907) 1866 B-2. Strictly VF, bold 
Impression, with many light handling marks. At least 
equal to the Gllhousen coin at $500, or 67% above current 
Guidebook price. One of the best available of this rare 
date and popular first year type. 


UNITED STATES EAGLES 



532 1876-S Ex. Fine, brilliant, bold strike; one small shallow 
rim nick on either side, many minute bag marks. Con¬ 
siderably better than the Gllhousen coin or than any other 
we have seen In auctions to date. Apparently unknown to 
exist In Unc.; very rare In all grades, as one might expect 
from a mintage of only 5,000. 



533 1876-CC Obv. VF or better, not too well struck up In 
central areas; lustrous In protected areas around device 
and near border. Reverse bolder, nearer to EF. Many light 
handling marks on both sides. Second finest known to 
us, exceeded only by one In the 1969 ANA Convention 
sale. It Is now doubtful If even 20 specimens survive of 
this great rarity. 



'534 1880-0 B-1. AU Nice, Brilliant, frosty; evidently never in 
circulation but remained in a mint or bank sack for a little 
too long. Tiny rim nick on either side In addition to many 
minute handling marks. As fine as we have seen; con¬ 
siderably superior to the Gilhousen coin or any other auc¬ 
tioned In recent years. Rarer In all grades than its low 
mintage would suggest. 



535 1884-CC B-2, the unusual variety with scattered heavy die 
file marks on neck and near eye. Close to AU; most would 
grade it better. Considerable Proof-Like surface, with a 
few too many of the usual handling marks, mostly In the 
range from microscopic to minute. Exceptional condition 
for this rare mint mark; unknown In full mint state. Ex 
Wolfson coll. 

536 1890-CC Only the one variety. More or less AU, mediocre 
strike, Brilliant; evidently never in circulation, but It stayed 
too long In a mint or bank sack and acquired a few too 
many minute bag marks, particularly on Obverse. 
Nevertheless, nice enough that It was obtained as "Unc.” 

537 1891-CC Will be listed as B-3 In the revised monograph. 
Rare variety with CC mlntmark first punched too far right, 
then corrected. Better than AU, Brilliant, with fewer bag 
marks than preceding. Obtained as “Gem Unc." and from 
a distance it looks It. 

538 1892-0 B-1, normal uncracked dies. Better than EF, mint 
lustre, with many minute bag marks. Unappreciated low 
mintage. 

539 1893-0 EF to AU, lustrous, granular from too many 
minute bag marks, lightly scratched up In Rev. fields. 
Very scarce; obtained as "Unc.,” of course. 



540 1905 Brilliant Proof, a few minor hairlines. Two minute 
marks on reverse field, probably from contact with 
another coin In the same Proof set from which It originally 
came. One of only 86 minted, and most of the others we 
have seen In recent years are considerably lower In quali- 



THE VERY RARE INDIAN HEAD 1907, WITH 
PERIODS, WIRE EDGE 

541 1907 Periods before and after legends and mottos; "wire 
edge" type, nearly uniform knlfe-rlm surrounding a flat 
border without raised lip. One of only 500 minted, of 
which two were melted, others Impounded In half a dozen 
or more museums, estates, and permanent collections. 
Brilliant Choice Unc., virtually free of bag marks, though 
with two minute nicks on Obv. knlfe-rlm about 9:00 and 
11:30; well struck. Obv. surface matte as always, Rev. with 
the invariable random die strlatlons In fields— In the die, 
not to be confused with hairlines. One of the most highly 
coveted of 20th century gold coins. 

542 Regular Indian head, no motto (1907-08). 1907. Unc., 
Obv. borderline with signs of cleaning, Rev. sharper, 
Brilliant and Choice; much better than average strike for 
this date. 


INDIAN HEAD 



543 With motto (1908-33), 1908-S Overall AU, Obv. Very 
Brilliant and almost free of bag marks, though weakly 
struck In center; Rev. EF plus, Lustrous, Popular and 
scarce low mintage, extremely rare in mint state, in great 
demand even In VF. One of the two lowest mintages of the 
design. 

DOUBLE EAGLES 



544 Liberty head, no motto (1850-65) 1861 Regular type, low 
date. Ex. Fine or better, mint lustre, many light bag marks 
(none serious enough to warrant detailed description), 
sharp strike. 



545 1861-0, Only the one variety seen to date. Considerably 
better than EF, much original lustre and Proof-Like sur¬ 
faces, with its usual quota of very light bag and handling 
marks. The weakness at base of date Is characteristic of 
all known specimens of this Mint mark. Considerably 
superior to the Gllhousen example at $1,200 on a much 
lower estimate. Of historical Importance, as some 
specimens from these dies were struck by the State of 
Louisiana and the Confederacy — It Is Impossible to tell 
them from the smaller Union Issue. 


THE EXTREMELY RARE 1866 PROOF 


546 With motto and TWENTY D. (1866-76). 1866. Popular first 
year. Brilliant Proof, halrlined, but with all the sharpness 
one could desire, and with complete proof surfaces. Con¬ 
siderable knlfe-rlm or “wire edge” on both sides. Minor 
signs of handling, Including a tiny nick on nose, and a 
small cluster of even tinier nicks In field left of nose, very 
shallow and needing a glass and proper light to be made 
out. Reverse has a similar cluster just left of eagle, and a 
tiny nick between WE. There are extremely minute In¬ 
dications of friction, testifying to the coin's having been 
kept in a chamois or similar bag for many years. Of only 
30 originally minted, approximately 7 or 8 are now traced, 
of which one is In the Smithsonian, another In ANS, and 
the last one auctioned was the Baldenhofer coin In 1955. 



THE VERY RARE 1871-CC 


547 1871-CC Obv. of VF sharpness but with many handling 
marks, some scraping on cheek and neck; Rev. fully EF, 
with some lustre, but with an attempt to smooth away a 
small but deep and plain rim nick at bottom. Acceptable 
example of this great rarity, one of the six lowest issues of 
twenties from this mint. 



548 1872-CC Nearly EF, some mint lustre around letters; 
many light bag marks, small rim nick near 5th star. 
Overall, slightly finer than Gilhousen’s at $725, Itself a 
figure 45% above current Guidebook listings. 



549 1873-CC Obv. a classical example of VF grade, Rev. 
nearer to EF with some lustre around letters. Usual quota 
of bag marks, none serious. Lower mintage than last, one 
of the eight lowest from this mint and considerably rarer 
in all grades. 

550 1874-CC Ex. Fine, Rev. sharper than Obv. as usual; with 

at least the usual quota of bag marks, none serious 
enough to be described In detail, but Imparting a granular 
appearance to obverse; Rev. considerably nicer. Notably 
finer than the Gllhousen coin. 


'I 
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\ PHIE TREE “pSlrOMT" 


DOUBLE EAGLES 

551 1875-S VF or better, Rev. bolder than Obv. and with some 
mint lustre. Usual run of the bag. 

552 1875-CC VF, Rev. stronger than Obverse, similar to 
preceding, same quality. 

553 Another 1875-CC this one from a remarkable “shift” or 
doubled Reverse die; the doubling Is clearest at tall, left 
scroll, and lower letters. This was almost Unc. but has 
been cleaned with an eraser. Rather fewer bag marks 
than usual. Rare. 

554 1876-CC About Unc. Brilliant, bag marked, somewhat 
halrllned; plain small rim nick above second T of 
STATES. Will go to someone wanting a Carson City twen¬ 
ty and not too particular about which date. 



EXTREMELY RARE OFF CENTER 1877-S 

555 With motto, TWENTY DOLLARS spelled out (1877-1907), 
1877-S Brilliant Unc., few minor handling marks; struck 
out of collar, nearly W off center, the broad border 
coming at lower left Obv. and upper left Rev., with no part 
of design affected except border dentllatlons. In all 
probability, unique. Neither the late lamented Mike 
Kolman nor any of the other mint error specialists during 
the last 25 years had ever heard of any such coin, let 
alone seen one. The mere rumor of the existence of a 
twenty only slightly off-center and with a "flanged” or 
"railroad" rim, a few years back, sent many specialists 
hundreds of miles In search; It proved to be nowhere near 
so spectacular as this one. (The present coin has a plain 
edge, of course, exactly as it should.) This coin is ab¬ 
solutely unprecedented. Exceptional precautions were 
taken at the operating mints throughout the entire period 
of gold coinage to avoid the escape into circulation of 
anything of this kind; ordinarily such coins were remelted 
immediately on identification by inspectors. Gold coins 
were considered a major public relations item for the 
government, for which reason neither freaks nor broken 
die coins were ordinarily allowed to escape. The 
appearance of an item as extraordinary as this one is one 
of the high points In our numismatic career, and one of 
the most Incredible occurrences In the history of 
American numismatics. No basis exists in auction or fixed 
price sale history even for estimating a value on this 
piece. We have no Idea whether it is worth $500 or $10,- 
000 or more. Whatever it brings, it is beyond doubt a pin¬ 
nacle of any collection of mint errors, no matter how ad¬ 
vanced. To a specialist in mint errors, it would be ab¬ 
solutely impossible to exaggerate the importance or 
desirability of this coin. 



THE VERY RARE 1879-0 

556 1879-0 Obv. a trifle short of full EF, Rev. well within that 
grade level and lustrous; with at least Its full quota of bag 
marks, including a small rim nick below final S of value. 
Extremely popular because of Its low mintage and 
because It is the only New Orleans double eagle of this 
design. 



557 1879-CC Very Fine or better, Rev. stronger than Obverse. 
Fewer bag marks than usual; some mint lustre around 
letters. Far rarer than commonly supposed, being the 

fourth lowest mintage of twenties from Carson, and 

apparently unavailable choice. 



THE EXTREMELY RARE 1881 

558 1881 Extremely Fine, mint lustre near letters and stars; 
some light bag marks. Traces of cleaning with an eraser 
In part of R. Obv. field. Extremely rare, much more than 
even Its low mintage of 2,220 business strikes would 
suggest; less often seen so than In Proof state, though to 
be sure most of the proofs are impaired. The only other 
nonproofs auctioned In recent years appear to be the 
slightly Inferior specimens In the R. L. Miles sale and the 
1972 ANA Convention sale, lot 2600, both long before the 
current fever-pitch excitement about gold rarities had 
reached Its present height. One of the outstanding rarities 
In this collection. 


DOUBLE EAGLES 



559 1883-CC Borderline Unc., Brilliant, with at least Its quota 
of light bag marks. Well struck, and as fine as we have 
seen in years. Rare in any grade, very rare In this quality. 



560 1884-S Minutely recut date. Brilliant Gem Unc., virtually 
free of any trace of bag marks or other signs of handling. 
Excellent sharp strike. A most extraordinary coin from the 
point of view of sheer preservation. This must have been 
carefully selected before it even got to any local bank, 
probably within minutes of striking. Worth a premium 
many times over what the average run of the bag Uncir¬ 
culated example would command. 

561 Another 1884-S, this one with normal date. Brilliant 
Choice Unc., nearly equal to preceding but for a minute 
Obv. rim nick; a splendid beautiful coin, sharply struck, 
and probably of the same origin as last. We notice with a 
certain amount of pride that even the fantastically com¬ 
prehensive Gilhousen collection could only muster an EF. 

562 1888 Extremely Fine, with at least the full usual quota of 
bag marks, the most serious one at eye. Reverse superior 
In quality and with much mint lustre, enough so that the 
piece was obtained as "AU.” Scarce date, relatively unap¬ 
preciated. 



563 1889 Obverse AU, with its quota of mostly light bag 
marks; Rev. Brilliant Unc., nearly free of bag marks. 
Struck from a clashed die. Odd small discoloration near 
eagle’s head, possibly In original planchet. Far rarer than 
Its small mintage of 44,070 business strikes would 
suggest. 

564 1889-CC Obv. Just about EF, bag marked; Rev. sharper, 
nearer to AU, Brilliant, though weak on borders and with a 
small plain rim nick. Very scarce. 

565 1890-CC Obv. EF and somewhat halrllned, Rev. AU and 
Brilliant. Fewer bag marks than usual. Usual strike, stars 
partly flat, devices sharper. Scarce. 

566 1892-CC Better than AU, very Brilliant, with its usual 
quota of bag marks, none serious enough to warrant 
detailed description. Rare, one of the nine lowest issues 
of double eagles from this mint. 



567 1893-CC Brilliant Choice Frosty Unc. Plain bag mark 
between 3rd and 4th stars, one minute Obv. rim nick, but 
no other blemishes worth mention; Reverse unusually 
sharp and of Gem quality. Superior, surely to the 
Gilhousen coin at $825 (over double current listingsl); 
seventh lowest Issue of twenties from this Mint, but of 



TWO RARE LIBERTY HEAD PROOFS 


568 1903 Brilliant Proof, somewhat halrllned. The tiny mark 
near border close to the sixth star Is a chip In the planchet 
before striking, not a defect In the coin. On the other 
hand, the hairline scratch behind the head and one other 
small mark from contact with another coin on either side 
(probably in the original Proof set from which this came) 
do constitute defects, although not enough to justify 
calling this piece “impaired.” The vast majority of the 
Proof Double Eagles of the 1900 to 1907 period have 
been drastically cleaned or seriously nicked up or both, 
and the present piece is far above average of the sur¬ 
vivors of only 158 coined. 

569 1907 Popular final year of the design. Brilliant Proof, 
somewhat halrllned, with plain small contact marks (from 
other coins In the same Proof set?) In Obv. fields and on 
cheek; the only one worth describing Is Just before neck. 
Last year of Brilliant (old style) gold proofs. One of only 78 
minted. 

570 1907-D Brilliant Unc.. usual run of the baa. Popular 
because final year of the design and because one of only’ 
two years of Issue In this design from the Denver Mint. 
Equal to the Gilhousen coin at a healthy $400. 




CHOICE GROUP OF HIGH RELIEF 
NUMERALS TYPES 

571 MCMVII, High relief, early Issue with flat rim. Brilliant 
Unc., nearly though not completely free of signs of con¬ 
tact with other coins; identifiable by a minute rim nick a lit¬ 
tle above 9:00 on Obverse. Excellent strike, without any 
evidence of cleaning or other Impairment. Very far above 
average. Unquestionably genuine, not from any of the 
controversial dies. 


DOUBLE EAGLES 


572 MCMVII, As last but later Issue with partial knlfe-rlm or 
"wire edge". Brilliant Unc., Choice despite a small 
scratched area just below end of branch. No other defect 
worth describing. Unquestionably genuine, not from any 
of the controversial dies (though to be sure those have 
been found to date only on flat edge coins). One of the 
best of the type we have seen In years. 



573 MCMVII Another as preceding, still later Issue with nearly 
complete Obv. knlfe-rlm or "wire edge," Rev. partial 
knife-rim. AU nice, really a mint state coin with barely 
noticeable rub on knee and breast; tiny shallow rim nick 
above E of STATES. Excellent reverse. An unusual op¬ 
portunity to obtain an example of what Breen (In the 
forthcoming ANS book) has called “the Mint’s major 
design triumph," compared by the art expert Vermeule 
with the Nike of Samothrace. 

COMMEMORATIVE GOLD COINS 

574 Complete eleven piece set of Commemorative gold 
dollars and quarter eagles. Brilliant Choice Unc., mostly 
well struck; a few faint hairlines on the Lewis & Clarks, lint 
mark (as made) on Obv. of the Proof-Like 1916 McKinley; 
the Grant Star exceptionally sharply struck. Fewer bag 
marks than usual on all these. Premium set, housed In a 
plastic holder. 11 Pcs. 

EXTREMELY RARE PROOF COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD DOLLAR 

575 1903 Dollar. Louisiana Purchase Exposition. Jefferson 
head. Brilliant Proof, needle sharp Impression as on all of 
these Proofs and as on almost no Uncirculated strikes. 
Broad borders with the knlfe-rlm usual to Proofs. Beyond 
doubt, one of the original 100 Proofs, the first ones made 
of the design, though somehow It has managed to 
become separated from Its original signed presentation 
card of issue in the ensuing years. These 100 were the 
only Proofs made from these dies, and all were originally 
accompanied by cards so Indicating; very few of the 
original cards remain, however. This Proof is identical In 
every way with the other 8 or 9 examined In the last twenty 
years. Reverse unfortunately shows a minute shallow rim 
nick above C of PURCHASE and three other even more 
minute signs of contact with other coins. As Proofs are 
known of all the commemorative gold dollars, It Is a 
mystery to us why they have never been listed In the 
Guidebook. We can only conclude that absence of auc¬ 
tion records Is responsible. 

576 Another 1903 Jefferson head. Brilliant Unc., well struck, 
choice. 

577 1903 Dollar. McKinley head. Brill. Unc., excellent sharp 
strike, Choice. 

578 1904 Dollar, Lewis & Clark, nearer to AU than to EF, 
cleaned, lightly bag marked, one long light pin scratch on 
date side. 

579 1905 Dollar, Same type, Brill. Unc., as well struck as this 
comes. Rare, as these are usually weakly struck. 

580 1915-S Dollar, Pan-Pacific, Brilliant frosty Unc., almost 
free of bag marks; as well struck as this comes. 

581 1915-S Quarter Eagle, Pan-Pacific, Brill. Unc., fairly well 
struck, almost free of bag marks. Well above average, as 
these usually show an abundance of nicks. 

582 1916 Dollar. McKinley. Brilliant Choice Unc. 

583 1917 Dollar. McKinley. Brilliant Choice Unc., somewhat 
soft strike on head as often. 

584 1922 Grant Star Dollar. Brilliant Choice Unc., well struck 

far above average. 

585 1922 Grant Dollar, no star. Brilliant Gem Unc. 

586 1926 Sesquicentennial Quarter Eagle. Brilliant Unc.. com¬ 
paratively well struck; far fewer bag marxs man usual. A 
premium example, as the vast majority are weakly struck 
on both sides and show plenty of small nicks, carelessly 
made and struck, like the half dollars of the same issue 

COLLECTION OF EARLY AND RARE UNITED 
STATES PROOF SETS 

587 1859 Seven piece Proof set. Cent partly Brilliant but with 
large areas of dullness on both sides, and traces of 
lacquer. Trime from the same dies as the ANS coin, most¬ 
ly gray, partly Iridescent. Half dime V-1, Choice, 
Iridescently toned to the cool end of the spectrum; the tiny 
Obv. lint marks are as made, not Inflicted afterwards. 
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UNITED STATES PROOF SETS 

Dime from the same dies as the ANS and Merkln 4/1966 
sale coins, similarly Iridescently toned, choice but for two 
small Rev. spots. Quarter of similar quality, with 
pronounced knlfe-rlm on both sides; plain Obv. lint mark, 
as made. Half Dollar not In Belstle, date higher; lightly 
halrllned, delicately toned, with a small spot near 10th 
star. Silver Dollar lightly toned, with several light lint 
marks and pre-strlklng flan chips, all very small. As a set, 
rarer than the 1860 or many later years. 7 Pcs. 

586 1860 Seven piece Proof Set. Cent Uncirculated and 
Iridescent golden toned, with pin scratch at E of ONE. 
Trlme Iridescently toned, with an area of Rev. at 10:00 
covered with lint marks as made. Half Dime V-3 as usual; 
rainbow toned, Rev. Brilliant, several minute lint marks 
and pre-strlklng flan chips as made. Dime similar In all 
respects, though border uneven as made, and with a few 
faint Rev. hairlines. Quarter of Identical quality. Half Dollar 
not in Belstle, low date; mostly Brilliant, few faint hairlines, 
few lint marks as made. Silver Dollar similar though a little 
nicer; uneven strike as often, not well brought up on rock. 
Of 1,000 sets minted, March 8, 1860, only 514 sets were 
sold, plus up to 28 extra apiece of each of the various 
denominations, the rest being melted In later years as un¬ 
sold. In great demand because first year of the new 
design of half dime and dime. 7 Pcs. 

589 1861 Seven piece Proof Set. Cent golden and Iridescent, 
with central Rev. dullness and several tiny Obv. spots, but 
with golden brilliance near borders. Trlme Iridescently 
toned and choice despite traces of fingerprint and a small 
Obv. border spot. Half Dime not In Valentine, with date 
too far to right: sunset toned, Choice, minute signs of 
handling on the knlfe-rlm. Dime from the dies of the ANS 
coin; faintly halrllned, Iridescently toned, with few lint 
marks as made, few minute pre-strlklng flan chips. 
Quarter golden toned and Iridescent, with several plain 
lint marks as made, faint hairlines. Half Dollar Beistle 1-A, 
halrllned, Obv. bright, Rev. Iridescent and somewhat 
cloudy. Silver Dollar from the scarcer dies with low date 
and slender arrowheads spaced well apart; Irregularly 
toned, with a couple of minute Obv. field contact marks. 
Of the 1,000 sets struck April 15,1861, between 300 and 
400 were sold as sets, with a few extra individual coins of 
each denomination, the rest— over 600— melted In 1862. 
Therefore, much rarer than 1862,63 or 641 7 Pcs. 

590 1862 Seven piece Proof Set. Cent mostly Brilliant, with 
delicate Iridescent tone; a Gem but for one field mark 
from another coin, probably In the same Proof set. Trlme 
Choice, Obv. Brilliant with delicate peripheral tone, Rev. 
toning towards the cool end of the spectrum. Half Dime 
(Valentine 3, as on Ellasberg's) rainbow toned, Rev. 
Brilliant, with several minute lint marks as made. Dime 
with heavy date (also known with thinner numerals), Iden¬ 
tical quality to the half dime. Quarter and Half Dollar 
(latter Beistle 2-A) mostly Brilliant with some iridescent 
Obv. tone, the 254 with several tiny lint marks as made, 
the 504 with faint hairlines. Dollar Brilliant with faint 
halrl'nes. Of the 550 Proof sets made Jan. 27,1862, some 
430 were sold during the next 13 months, along with a few 
individual coins of each denomination, the rest melted; 
probably the most undervalued date of the Civil War 
period. 7 Pcs. 

591 1863 Seven piece Proof Set. Cent very dul l with deep 
iridescent gold tone; would undoubtedly benefit by a 
quiCK dip in ammonia, wnicn would not distrub the colors. 
Trlme original with light numerals; from the late Issue 
(probably one of the 200 made on May 26.1863) showing 
the bulge below TES OF, with beautiful Iridescent tone, 
somewhat cloudy. Half Dime (V-1, original) Choice with 
deep iridescent tone. Dime similar but with tiny rim nick at 
R. Obv. Larger sliver coins with varying amounts of light 
irregular Iridescent tone, the 254 with a few lint marks as 
made, the others with faint hairlines; the 504 is not In 
Belstle, the rarest of the three varieties found In Proof 
state. Rarer than the 1862 as a set despite a higher net 
mintage; evidently many were broken up early. 7 Pcs. 

592 1865 Eight piece Proof Set (no 34 nickel — this was not 
Included In the first 100 sets, Feb. 25,1864). Cent and 24 
light olive and pale bluish tone, the cent a little duller on 
Rev. and with a tiny mark above 3rd feather from foreign 
matter In the die. Trlme (late Impression with crack left of 
date), Half Dime (V-1) and Dime partly Brilliant with 
Irregular rainbow tone. Larger silver coins Brilliant with 
pale gold toning and touches of deeper colors here and 
there, the half dollar not In Beistle and very scarce. 
Despite a mintage of 500 sets, almost as rare as the 1863 
set; It Is known that many were broken up for the 34 nickel 
or the smaller silver coins, which were long unknown to 
exist In Uncirculated state. 8 Pcs. 

593 1869 Ten piece Proof Set. Bronze coins dull, faded from 
mint red; both would benefit greatly from a bath In CARE. 
Nickel coins very Brilliant but with a few minute specks 
and traces of fingermarks. Trlme with normal date, steel 
gray tone with some Iridescence and signs of an old 
fingerprint. Half Dime (Valentine 2) and Dime with Iden¬ 
tical dull dusky sunset tones. Quarter and Half Dollar 
more Brilliant, with bluish, pale rose and other hard-to- 
descrlbe cool natural colors; the Half Dollar answers the 
description of Belstle 1-A except that the word GOD is 
strong on scroll. Dollar with Irregular gray tone, some 
cloudiness and a few hairlines. This set has every 
appearance of being an original (unasaembled) sat taken 
directly from Mint wrappers, unlike some others here 
offered. Many of the 600 sets made were promptly broken 
up by collectors needing the Trlme and Quarter, which 
were In very short supply In Uncirculated state owing to 
low mintages. 10 Pcs. 

594 1870 Ten ple^ Proof Set. Bronze coins a du ll orange with 
areas of deeper iridescence; several small lint marks (as 
made) on the Cent. Nickel coi ns with rather deep warm 
toning, somewhat speckled. Trlme (high date close to 
star) Brilliant and Choice. Half Dime (Valentine 2) Brilliant, 
few hairlines, the larger silver coins similar though with 
more hairlines, the Half Dollar Beistle 1-A. Of the 1000 
sets coined (In driblets throughout the year), com¬ 
paratively few remained Intact, most being broken up by 
collectors wanting the Trlme or Quarter. 10 Pcs. 

595 1871 Ten piece Proof Set. Cent with 71 far apart (contrast 
that In next lot), bronze coins dull brown obviously faded 
from mint red, with flashes of Brilliance near borders; 
would greatly benefit by a bath In CARE. Nickel coins with 
light golden tone, the 34 extensively fingermarked, the 54 
with date placed well to left (ball aoove R. pan of 6 and all 
of 7). Dime and Quarter with rather dull Iridescent sunset 
tones, former struck before the die cracked, and with 
Obv. field marks from a ballpoint pen, probably 
removable, latter with 7 1 well apart. Half dollar with 
pastel sunset tone, given one blow too few so that part of 
eagle's neck, arrow butt and legs are not well brought up. 


UNITED STATES PROOF SETS 

Dollar with 7 1 far apart (unlike the Uncs. from both 
mints); similarly toned but with traces of Obv. fingerprint. 
This set has the appearance of an original unassembled 
one from the Mint wrappers, though It would be 
Impossible to prove. Many of the coins of this year come 
with 7 1 far apart or nearly or quite touching, and In¬ 
terestingly both varieties are represented In this and the 
next lot; either of them could have represented only a 
minority of the 960 Minted. Most of the sets were prompt¬ 
ly broken up by collectors needing the low mintage 
bronze coins, 54 nickel, and Trlme for their denomination 
sets. 10 Pcs. 

596 1871. Another ten piece Proof Set. Cent with 71 almost 
touching (different date logotype), deeply toned with 
flashes of original red; Two Cents mostly bright red with 
few light hairlines and several flyspecks. Nickel coins 
minutely flyspecked, the 34 Brilliant, the Shield Nickel 
lightly toned; this has date high and well to the right, ball 
over 8 and left third of 7. Smaller sliver coins with lovely 
rainbow toning favoring the blue end of the spectrum; 
Quarter, Half and Dollar (same dies as on previous lot) 
with Increasing amounts of brilliance, decreasing 
amounts of similar tone and of faint hairlines. Equally rare 
with last, and of unusual interest for comparison. The two 
varieties of cent should have been listed in the 
Guidebook, as they represent two different date 
logotypes (like the Plain and Fancy 5 In 1865 cent and 24), 
as different as the large and small dates on the 1842 
coins, 1837 dimes, etc. It Is as yet premature to say which 
is scarcer. In an old Wayte Raymond type holder. 10 Pcs. 

597 1872 Ten piece Proof Set. Cent dull antique gold and 
honey color faded from Mint, with traces of fingermarks, 
couple of tiny lint marks on left Obv., as made. Two Cents 
similar but more Iridescent and obviously a little nearer 
original color, overall better. Nickel coins golden toned, 
the 34 granularly so as often, the 54 from the rare "shift" 
die showing doubling on shield, vertical and horizontal 
stripes overlapping near center. Trlme a rainbow toned 
Gem, favoring the coo! end of the spectrum. Other silver 
coins with decreasing amounts of similar tone, increasing 
brilliance, the Half Dime V-2, the Dime with a lamination 
defect as made, affecting cap, the Half Dollar with a few 
scattered faint hairlines, Dollar Brilliant but with some 
faint hairlines. Most of the 950 sets originally made were 
broken up at once on behalf of the bronze coins, 34 nickel 
and Trlme, all four— especially the last— very difficult to 
find In business strike form. 10 Pcs. 

598 1877 Eight piece Proof Set. Cent Brilliant, with faint 
hairlines and a minute pre-strlklng flan chip left of O on 
obverse. Nickel coins Brilliant with a few of the usual 
flyspecks. Dime bright, cloudy, halrllned and with minute 
granular flan defects as made. Twenty Cents brilliant, 
somewhat fingermarked. Quarter Brilliant with minor 
specks. Half Dollar Type II, Brilliant, developing faint 
Irregular Rev. tone. Trade Dollar Brilliant with very faint 
hairlines. Probably the most coveted single set in the 
series with the possible exceptions of 1858 and 1864. 
Most of the 350 or fewer sets Issued were broken up on 
behalf of minor coins or 204. (The usual figure of 510 is 
too high as there were only 350 204 issued, some of which 
were melted in 1878.) 8 Pcs. 

599 Another 1877 eight piece Proof Set, Pristine, possibly 
original and unassembled? Cent iridescently toned and 
Choice; nickel coins mostly Brilliant but flyspecked, dime 
Choice with deep concentric Iridescent tone; larger silver 
Brilliant, ail (the Trade least so) developing the same kind 
of toning at borders; half dollar Type II as above (also 
exists Type I, spilt berry left of H, Rev. of 1876). More 
desirable, despite the hairlines on the Trade, than 
preceding. In an old Wayte Raymond type holder. 8 Pcs. 

600 1881 Eight piece Proof Set. Cent Brilliant, with touches of 
iridescence. 34 with high date, filled 8's, Brilliant, Choice. 
Shield nickel with ball broken near first 8, part of a third 8 
within upper loop of second 8; a few minute "flyspecks” 
short of full Gem quality. Quarter with recutting in 8’s, half 
dollar with incomplete drapery (Rev. Type I, die of 1876, 
very scarce); all silver coins Choice, variously toned, part¬ 
ly iridescent, beautiful. Most of the 975 Proof sets issued 
were broken up on behalf of collectors needing the trade 
dollar, the nickel, or the low mintage silver coins. 8 Pcs. 

601 1882 Eight piece Proof Set. Cent Brilliant, with faint 
fingermarks otherwise a Gem. 34 nickel Choice, Rev. 
toning down. Shield nickel (partly filled 2) delicately toned 
and Choice. Silver coins delicately toned gems, mostly 
Brilliant, with beautifully frosty devices, the dime with 
recut 2. Of not over 1,097 full Proof sets issued, the vast 
majority were broken up for the trade dollar, half and 
quarter dollars, which were in short supply for date sets. 8 
Pcs. 

602 1883 Ten piece Proof Set, Cent mint red with sunset 
Iridescence. Three Cents Brilliant, a possible overdate 
part of nonmatching curve within top of 3, die file marks 
within 883 to conceal traces of overdate. Shield Nickel 
1883/2, very scarce, unrecognized by the Guidebook 
because the 2 is differently placed from the variety there 
pictured, which itself is one of 5 or 6 Obv. dies with traces 
of overdate, only one of which was used for Proofs; 
Brilliant, few flyspecks. Liberty Nickel without CENTS un¬ 
usually Brilliant for this usually dull issue; that with CENTS 
similar though with a few flyspecks. Dime with rainbow 
Obv. tone, one small Rev. spot. Larger silver coins with 
light irregular partly iridescent tone, partly cloudy, the 
Trade Dollar somewhat halrllned. It Is impossible to speak 
of an "original” (unassembled) set for this year, as sets 
were issued all year long, with one nickel, the other two 
being added separately by the collectors; only the first 
900-odd contained the Trade Dollar, and most of these 
were broken up later by collectors needing this or the 
Quarter or Half. The present set Is unusual by reason of 
the 34 (we have not seen another from this die), the over¬ 
date shield nickel, and the unusually brilliant piece 
without CENTS; these premium coins should greatly 
enhance Its Interest. 10 Pcs. 


603 1885 Seven piece Proof Set, Cent mint red developing 
iridescent green tone, Choice though with weakness at 85 
owing to granular defects on this planchet before striking. 
Nickel coins Brilliant, Choice, the coveted 54 with a few 
flyspecks. Dime Choice with deep iridescent tone. Larger 
silver coins with varying amounts of hairlines and lighter 
toning. Most of the 930 sets were broken up for the nickel, 
quarter and half dollar, which were in short supply Unc. 7 
Pea. 


UNITED STATES PROOF SETS 

604 1886 Seven piece Proof Set. Cent (Type I) deep, partly 
iridescent tone, few minute Obv. "flyspecks." 34 (Proofs 
only!) Brilliant and Choice; 5c (recut 86) delicately toned 
and choice, with some edge granularity as made. Silver 
coins golden toned Gems with much brilliance and some 
deeper areas, the dollar mostly Brilliant with recut date. 
Exceptional quality for these; many of the 886 sets were 
broken up for the nickel, quarter and half dollar. 7 Pcs. 

605 1888 Seven piece Proof Set, Cent deep red, a few 
"flyspecks." Nickel coins mostly Brilliant and Choice. 
Dime and Quarter Brilliant with touches of irregular tone; 
dime with incomplete drapery above shield, streak of 
lacquer in field. Half and Dollar Brilliant and lightly 
halrllned. Many of the 832 sets were broken up by collec¬ 
tors needing the quarter and half dollar. The silver dollar 
has a recut date — first we’ve seen so, probably rare, in 
plastic holder. 7 Pcs. 

606 1891 Five piece Proof Set, lacking the silver dollar. Cent 
Iridescent deep mint red and Choice, nickel Brilliant and 
Choice with pale gold tone, silver coins Choice with deep 
irregular tone, somewhat iridescent. Many of the 650 sets 
were broken up by collectors needing the larger silver 
coins. 5 Pcs. 

607 1892 Six piece Proof Set, all Brilliant, the cent rather pale 
with one “flyspeck,” the nickel with touches of irregular 
light tone, silver coins toned (without any apparent signs 
of cleaning), the quarter Type II. Many of the 1,245 sets 
were broken up on behalf of collectors of the new Barber 
silver. In plastic holder. 6 Pcs. 

608 1893 Six piece Proof Set, Cent fully Brilliant with several 
“flyspecks." Nickel pale gold with several small lint marks 
and a few minute contact marks. Silver coins deeply, 
irregularly toned, Choice despite a few insignificant slide 
marks on the quarter. Silver Dollar lightly iridescently 
toned, Choice though given one blow too few and 
therefore not too sharp at very center of obverse. In two 
plastic holders. 6 Pcs. 

609 1897 Six piece Proof Set, Cent rather pale red (dipped?), 
some Rev. specks. Nickel mostly Brilliant, lightly irides¬ 
cent, with some minute specks. Silver coins iridescently 
toned and Choice. In plastic holder. 6 Pcs. 


610 Another 1897 Proof Set, Cent bright red with a few 
"flyspecks.” Nickel Brilliant, developing pale gold tone. 
Quarter iridescent, other silver coins irregularly toned but 
Choice. 6 Pcs. 


611 1900 Six piece Proof Set. Cent Brilliant with Rev. 
iridescence, nickel with cloudy gray tone and a minute 
spot at final O, silver coins rainbow toned and Choice (lint 
mark before chin on quarter, as made). In plastic holder. 
6 Pcs. 


612 Another 1900. Six piece Proof Set, Cent deep red, nickel 
bright with curious natural streaky tone, silver coins 
deeply, irregularly and iridescently toned and Choice. In 
plastic holder. 6 Pcs. 


613 1911 Five piece Proof Set, Cent Brilliant with many 
minute specks from an old fingermark. Nickel light gray 
with several tiny specks. Silver coins irregularly toned and 
Choice. One of the lower mintages of the period — 543 
sets, many broken up. in plastic holder. 5 Pcs. 


614 1911 Another five piece Proof Set, Cent bright red on 
Obv., deeper red Rev. with a small stain and an old finger¬ 
print. Nickel lightly toned and fingermarked. Silver coins 
rainbow toned and would be Gems but for a number of 
minute spots. In plastic holder. 5 Pcs. 


615 Modern Proof Sets, 1936 Cent and silver coins of second 
style, extra Brilliant as in 1937. Nickel more like first style, 
satin finish. Dime with traces of irregular tone; Half Dollar 
with very thin lint mark near left Obv. border, as made. A 
Choice set. 5 Pcs. 


616 Another 1936 Set. Cent probably was of second style but 
has been cleaned, and is retoning with many tiny specks. 
Nickel of first style, an Iridescently toned Gem. Silver 
coins of second style, dime and quarter hairlined, half 
dollar much nicer though with a few faint unnoticeable 
hairlines. In plastic holder. 5 Pcs. 


617 1937 Extra Brilliant and Choice, pristine; the half dollar 
with touches of irregular tone. In original mint box. 5 Pcs. 


618 Another 1937, Half dollar with extra thin letters In Motto 
(lapped die). Identical quality, but it is the quarter which is 
acquiring Irregular tone; rest extra Brilliant. In original 
mint box. 5 Pcs. 


619 A third 1937, the half dollar as last. All extra Brilliant, the 
dime with pronounced knife-rim, quarter with beginnings 
of light cloudy tone, half dollar with a couple of small 
spots. In original mint box. 5 Pcs. 

620 1939 Brilliant, the nickel with delicate iridescent tone, 
dime with single Rev. ribbon end and "broken nose” 
(lapped dies), silver coins immaculate. 5 Pcs. 


621 A second 1939, Brilliant, identical quality to last. Cent with 
second 9 small and thin lapped die), nickel as last, dime 
normal, silver coins immaculate. 5 Pcs. 


622 1939 A third set, nickel with delicate iridescence, 
everything else extra Brilliant. 5 Pcs. 

623 A fourth 1939 set, of identical quality to last. Dime with 
single ribbon end as on the first;) other coins from normal 
dies. 5 Pcs. 

624 Fifth and last 1939 set, pristine and Immaculate, like the 
last few; everything from normal dies, dime with high 
knife-rim. 5 Pcs. 
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EARLY AND RARE U.S. PROOF SETS 

625 1940 Dime with “broken nose” (lapped die), half dollar 
with only microscopic traces of monogrammed AW. All 
coins Brilliant, immaculate, pristine. 5 Pcs. 

626 Another 1940 set, Identical in all respects to preceding, 
though with a couple of almost microscopic specks on the 
cent. Half dollar with open D of GOD, tail of R in TRUST 
too short (lapped die). Brilliant Gems. 5 Pcs. 

627 1941 (All these without AW on half dollar). Cent with few 
microscopic specks, otherwise all coins Brilliant and im¬ 
maculate. Nickel with "tailess” peruque (lapped die). 5 
Pcs. 

628 Second 1941. Brilliant, pristine Gems. 5 Pcs. 

629 A third 1941. Identical quality. 5 Pcs. 

630 Fourth 1941 set. As preceding, though the dime has 
several microscopic specks. 5 Pcs. 

631 Fifth and last 1941 set. Cent with few minute to 
microscopic specks, otherwise all Brilliant, pristine Gems. 

5 Pcs. 

*632 1942 Early Proof Set, Type I nickel only. Brilliant, pristine 
gems, the quarter and half with faint touches of irregular 
tone. 5 Pcs. 

633 Another early 1942 set, identical to last. Quarter with faint 
touches of irregular tone, otherwise Brilliant pristine 
Gems. 5 Pcs. 

634 1942 set with both nickels. Type I nickel with faint touches 
of fingerprint; otherwise perfection. 6 Pcs. 

635 Second 1942 set with both nickels. Type II nickel golden 
tone with one minute speck; quarter with faint touches of 
irregular tone, otherwise Brilliant pristine Gems. 6 Pcs. 

636 1952 Dime and quarter with delicate irregular tone; half 
dollar with back curls incomplete (lapped die). Brilliant 
pristine Gems. In original mint box. 5 Pcs. 

637 1953 Silver coins with delicate irregular tone starting. 
Brilliant pristine Gems. In original mint box. 5 Pcs. 



MINT ERRORS 

638 1972-S Dime, Brilliant Proof, struck about 1/5 off center, 
broadstruck so that the extra border shows at lower left 
Obv., edge reeding shows partly on Rev. only; design 
completely on flan though weak at lower r. Rev. border, 
making denomination read “ONE DIMF.” Major mint 
errors in Proof state have always been of great rarity; this 
is the only one we have heard of. 



639 Extraordinary “cup and saucer” pair. 19- (i.e. 1970?) Pair 
of quarter dollars, both struck uniface, apparently both 
blanks having been fed simultaneously into the press. 
The obverse ("cup”) wrapped itself around the die, 
receiving at least one or two extra blows, building up the 
Obv. border to a height of 3 to 6 mm or more above nor¬ 
mal. The Reverse (“saucer”) would have done the same 
thing but the blank split instead, becoming exceptionally 
broadstruck to about silver dollar size, receiving parts of 
two extra impressions near borders, one of them ap¬ 
parently from the neighbor die in the dual-feed press, the 
other when it was finally ejected, as this one shows parts 
of both Obverse and Reverse. Impressions on the blank 
backs of both pieces originally fit together though they 
became distorted as the reverse split apart. Obviously 
genuine products of mechanical failure at the 
Philadelphia Mint, not a result of either human error or 
fraud. We have seen one or two comparable instances 
but never anything quite so spectacular; generally only 
one member of such a pair is recovered, but usually the 
distorted coins must be forcibly removed from the press 
and as a result they seldom reach mint sacks. 2 Pcs. 

PRIVATELY ISSUED AND PIONEER GOLD 
COINS 

NORTH CAROLINA. BECHTLER ISSUES 



840 n.d. (1835-37) BECHTLER.RUTHERF: 250 (= $2.50) Rev. 
GEORGIA GOLD. 64 G. 22 CARATS. With even 22. Better 
than VF, struck from cracked and buckling dies; light rim 
bruise at 3:30 on Obverse, few other Insignificant rim 
handling marks. Excellent example of a very rare type, 
much less often seen than the uneven 22 variety — 
probably because the die broke early. 



CALIFORNIA. ISSUES OF THE U.S. PROVISIONAL 

MINT AT SAN FRANCISCO 




641 Augustus Humbert. 1852/1 Twenty Dollars, 884 THOUS. 

Fine to VF, weak strike, stripes not visible on shield; lustre 
In some protected areas near eagle, fewer handling 
marks than usual, none really serious. Acceptable exam- 
3 type, seldom offered In any grade. 


642 U.S. Assay Office. 1853 Twenty Dollars, 900 THOUS. 
From one of the later dies: scroll broken at left wing, die 
file marks R. of neck, two A’s minus crossbars, in¬ 
complete Y In ASSAY. Ex. Fine, sharp strike, full LIBERTY 
on scroll, claw and three arrows plain, various handling 
marks (fewer than usual), light Obv. rim dent. Not from 
any of the controversial dies. 


VERY RARE ROUND CALIFORNIA DOLLAR 



643 1870 Liberty head (Gruner type), G above date, 13 5- 
polnted stars. Rev. CALIFORNIA GOLD around wreath 
(10 berries) containing 1 DOLLAR. Burnle 9, Lee 8. About 
Unc. nice, much original Proof surface. Even the 
outstanding T. James Clarke collection (New Netherlands 
47th sale) could only muster a looped example of this 
rarity. One of the finest seen in years. 


COLORADO. VERY RARE PIKE’S PEAK TYPE TEN 
AND TWENTY DOLLARS 

644 Clark, Gruber & Co. 1860 TEN D. View of Pike’s Peak. 
Extremely Fine or better, sharp strike, obvious signs of 
old cleaning with an eraser or the like. Excellent example 
of a most elusive type, many times rarer than the (1861) 
type with Liberty Head. 



645 1860 TWENTY D. Exact type of foregoing. Sharpness of 
About Unc. or better, some Proof-Like surface, some 
traces of old cleaning. Excellent sharp strike. Believed to 
be tied for finest known of possibly 6 or 7 specimens ex¬ 
tant. No auction record recent enough to mean anything. 
Potentially a five figure coin, the rarest of the Clark 
Gruber Issues, and among the last double eagles to be 
struck in Colorado before the federal government bought 
out the firm to create a Mint (the present Denver Mint). 



UTAH. PAIR OF RARE MORMON HALF EAGLES 

646 State of Deseret (Utah). Mormons. 1849 FIVE DOLLARS. 
Nearer to AU than to EF. Virtually full original sharpness, 
well struck, some mint lustre around letters, practically 
free of handling marks. Several small planchet defects, as 
made, R. of mitre and eye. This extraordinary piece yields 
nothing In sharpness to the coin In NEW NETHERLANDS 
55th or "Cicero” sale, lot 448 (“the finest we have handled 
. . . one of the 2 or 3 finest known”), though It does not 
have so much Mint surface. It Is unquestionably one of the 
top four or five examples, and anyone familiar with the 
usual run of weak strikes of this denomination will certain¬ 
ly be Impressed with the unusual boldness of this one. 
(The Guidebook illustration is not a reasonable guide 
here, as it Is at once too blurry and copied from another 
unusually sharp piece.) 



647 1860 Lion and eagle/beehlve design. Fine but weakly 
struck as usual. Small rim dent below 8, other handling 
marks not serious enough to describe, and fewer of them 
than one would expect for the grade. Very rare, seldom 
available. 


.FOREIGN GOLD 



648 GREAT BRITAIN. George V (1910-36). Sovereign 1911, 
London Mint. Brilliant Proof, from one of the "Coronation 
sets. Few very faint hairlines as usual, otherwise really 
Choice, Very rare, one of only 3,764 minted. 


649 Complete Mint set of British gold sovereigns, one from 
each of the seven Mints that struck them: London (no 
mmk) 1914, Ottawa 1911-C (only 106,516 Minted), Bom¬ 
bay 1918-1 (only year of issue, 1.29 million minted), 
Sydney 1907-S, Melbourne 1911-M, Perth 1918-P, 
Pretoria 1930-SA. All borderline Unc., the usual Brilliant 
run of the bag, none with any serious blemishes. A highly 
popular set, the India coin especially In demand. Mounted 
In custom plastic holder. 7 Pcs. 

UNITED STATES LARGE PAPER CURRENCY 


Two Very Rare Demand Notee 

650 Demand Note. $5. 1861. Philadelphia. Third emission, 
with SERIES, ’for’ printed. Friedberg 2. More or less VG, 
paper aged as usual, no significant fraying (though a tiny 
chip Is out of left edge, not affecting designs); colors 
bright; lower margin close as made. Series 5, SN 92772. 
Above average for this rarity. 

651 Another Demand $5, also on Philadelphia, F-2, Series 9, 
SN 99304, plate 6. Likewise VG, bright, vivid, paper 
yellowed from age; much less fraying than is normally 
expected for these. Series numbers are known for 
Philadelphia through 14, originally up to 100,000 being 
printed of each, suggesting that this subtreasury received 
about 1,500,000 out of the 4,360,000 originally Issued of 
all five subtreasuries. Only 4,373 notes were outstanding 
as of June 1903, or a trifle over 0.1%; possible between 1% 
and 2% of that tiny fraction can now be traced. 

MAJOR UNLISTED VARIETY OF 1869 LEGALS 

652 Legal $1.1869, "Rainbow” issue. Type of F-18, but not on 
the regular paper (blue regional stain); instead this is on 
paper watermarked USUSUS ... with scattered fibres, as 
found on early 4th issue Fractionals; this type paper was 
in use only from July to about October 1869, being aban¬ 
doned at once as it did not stand up well in circulation. 
Regular F-18's from all five blocks (B, K, V, Z and A) are 
on the blue stain paper. Issue from block B began Oct. 9, 
1869, and the present note must have been from the very 
first emission. Face plate 1; SN B20380*. Fine to VF, 
clean, bright, R. margin close. Extremely rare, first we 
have handled. Discovered by Robert H. Lloyd (Scrap¬ 
book, Nov. 1964), though he did not mention the water¬ 
mark (which is in vertical lines and hard to see). 

653 $1 1874 F-19, Block E (also known in Block H). Crisp and 
bright, but with a couple of small corner creases; overall 
better than EF. The blue stain is very faint. 

654 $2 1862 NBN vertically on left border, F-41, About as well 
centered as this comes, all margins fairly narrow. More or 
less Fine, paper aging but colors vivid. 

655 $2 1880 F-51, Crisp and bright, light paper clip marks at 
R. border, faintest Indications of counting. 

656 $5 1869 F-64, “Rainbow" issue. Nearer to VF than to Fine, 
bright, vivid, clean. Very popular. 

657 $10 1869 "Rainbow” Issue, F-96, About Unc., really crisp 
though paper aging, plain signs of counting; bright, clean, 
vivid. 

658 $10 1880 F-108, About Unc., bright, vivid, clean; paper 
aging; plain counting marks at R. 

659 $10 F-110, A little nearer to VF than to Fine, bright, vivid, 
clean for the grade. 

660 $10 1901. Bison design, F-114. More or less VF, bright, 
clean, vivid. No creases, but other signs of handling. 
Extremely popular type, Issued (as Gene Hessler has 
pointed out) to stimulate Interest in the forthcoming Lewis 
& Clark Centennial Exposition. 

661 $20 1878 Face plate 4. Only Good, paper aged, edges 
frayed, but all details Intact. Very rare, only 1,740,000 
printed, 90% of them redeemed and destroyed as of 
1889. 


662 Sliver Certificates, $1 1886 F-215, Better than Fine, bright, 
vivid, clean; crisp between its various folds. 

663 $1 F-220, More or less Fine, colors vivid, paper aging, 
part of top Obv. margin trimmed very close and irregular¬ 
ly. One of the rarer signature combinations. 



664 $2 F-240, Extremely low and desirable SN B4, bottom 
note from the first sheet, which was cut up for presenta¬ 
tion of individual notes to VIP’s. Crisp and bright; presen¬ 
tation date 12/17.86 In small numerals, handwritten 
above General Hancock’s head. Ex lot 927, Waldorf Sale, 
1965. None of the other three notes from this sheet have 
turned up. 

665 $2 F-244, Very Good or better, paper aged, not too clean, 
but free of tears or fraying. Rare, only about 3V4 million 
made with these signatures, out of 21 million made of this 
design. 

666 $2 1896 "Educational Series" F-247, Probably should be 
called About VF; bright and criSD between Its prominent 
folds. Face plate 16, back plate 1. 
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UNITED STATES LARGE PAPER CURRENCY 


667 Set of “Educational” Sliver Certificates, all of Tlliman- 
Morgan signatures. The $1 close to VF, autographed D.N. 
Morgan over his printed signature; face plate 15, back 
plate 80. The $2 better than Fine, washed and Ironed; face 
plate 7, back plate 10. The $5 about Very Fine, face plate 
24, back plate 37. All mounted in a single custom plastic 
holder. 

668 $5 1886 F-263, More or less VF, bright, vivid, clean, paper 
aging; crisp between Its folds. Extremely popular Issue 
with the five silver dollars depicted on reverse. 

669 $5 1891 F-267, Fine, bright, vivid, fairly clean. 

670 $5 1896 “Educational” Series: Electricity. F-268, The 
extremely famous Issue suppressed as a result of 
Anthony Comstock’s polemics. Very Fine, light corner 
folds and signs of counting, especially at right end; bright, 
vivid, fairly clean. 

671 $5 1923 F-282, the famous “Porthole” issue. Face plate 9. 
More or less Very Fine, bright, vivid, mostly clean; the 
various folds are very light. Only 6,316,000 Issued, but 
rarer than this limited figure would suggest. 

672 $10 1891 F-299, Better than VF, bright, vivid, clean; 
several plain pinholes near center; excellent example of a 
note difficult to locate In top grades. Though issues were 
copious, most of these appear to have been redeemed 
early, being replaced by the 1908 Issues. 

673 COIN NOTES ("Treasury Notes of 1890"). $2.1890. F-355. 
Crisp and Brilliant, though with minor counting marks. 
Highly desirable; only 4,932,000 printed and issued of the 
1890 series, of which nearly the entirety was turned In for 
gold, and only about 1,732,000 bore these signatures. 

674 $5 1890 F-359, Fine, paper aging, still mostly bright and 
vivid. Face plate 2. Very difficult to locate choice; only 7,- 
200,000 printed and Issued, half of which bore these 
signatures, and nearly the entirety was redeemed In gold. 



EXTREMELY RARE No. 2 “Lazy Two” on Kansas 

675 NATIONALS. First Charter Period. KANSAS. Burlington 
NB. $2 F-389, June 15, 1872. Bank serial number 2; no 
charter number. Fine or better, bright, vivid though paper 
Is aging; a number of tiny pinholes at left. Fairly crisp 
between its folds. Exceedingly rare; the fabulous Grinned 
collection boasted no Lazy Two on any city or town In 
Kansas though there were over 100 on other states. Only 
27 banks could have Issued any, but we have never 
handled one: we have seen more Lazy Two’s on Colorado 
Territory than on Kansasl 

676 Second Charter Period. Oatebacks. TEXAS, First NB of El 
Paso. $20 F-555, Charter 2532, regional letter S. May 29, 
1901 (Issued 1908-15). About Fine, top margin close, 
bright and vivid but not too clean. Among Grinnell’s 
thousands of Nationals, he had only one 2nd Charter note 
on this bank, but It was not a dateback. Very rare, 
desirable. 

677 Third Charter Period. Red Seals. MISSOURI, Mechanlcs- 
Amerlcan NB of St. Louis. $10 F-261, Charter 7715, letter 
M Apr. 19,1905. About Fine, bright, not too clean on back 
(face considerably better), paper beginning to age. Very 
scarce. 


UNITED STATES LARGE PAPER CURRENCY 


678 Blue Seals, 1902-1908 PENNSYLVANIA Nantlcoke NB, 
July 21, 1904. $10 F-613, Charter 7406, letter E VG or so, 
top margin very close, somewhat faded (washed?). 
Grinned had no 3rd Charter note on either of the two 
banks In this city; probably rare. 

679 Blue Seals, TEXAS, First NB of Beaumont, $10 F-626, with 
Treasury SN; regional letter S; charter 4017; second 
security. April 17, 1909 (l.e. 1915-24). Rubberstamped 
signatures, one with "Asst. Cashier.” Fine, to margin 
close; bright, vivid, paper aging. Scarce. 

Rare Group of Utah Twenties 

680 Similar. UTAH, Desert NB of Salt Lake City, $20 F-654, 
Charter 2059, regional letter P 2nd security; with Treasury 
SN Oct. 18, 1912 (l.e. 1915-24). Frledberg S-1881. Better 
than VG, lower margin too close, top shows the bottom of 
next higher note (a $10); bright, fairly vivid, paper aging, 
not too clean, but very rare, as are ad Utah notes. Of the 
38 chartered banks In this state, only 27 could have 
Issued Third Charter notes; three different ones are here 
represented, which is an exceptional offering. Grinned 
had earlier notes on this bank but no blue seals. 

681 Similar. Utah State NB of Salt Lake City, $20 F-654, 
Charter 4341, letter P, 2nd security; with Treasury SN. 
April 20, 1912 (l.e. 1915-24). Nearly Fine, lower margin 
somewhat close, pin holed, bright, fairly vivid, not too 
clean. Rubberstamped endorsement, Dec. 29, 1941, 
Helper (Utah) State Bank. Unusual and extremely rare; 
Grinned had only one note on this bank (a $5 brownback). 
First we have handled. 

682 Similar. Continental NB of Salt Lake City, $20 F-652, 
Charter 9403; 1st Security restored; no Treasury SN. April 
13, 1909 (l.e. 1925-29) VG or better, bright, vivid, lightly 
discolored along vertical creases but fairly clean between 
them. Extremely rare; Grinned had notes on seven 
different Utah banks (mostly brownbacks) but none on 
this one. First we have handled. 

683 FEDERAL RESERVE BANK NOTES, $1 Minneapolis, F- 
736, VF, Brilliant, vivid, crisp between Its folds. Very 
scarce. 

684 FEDERAL RESERVE NOTES. Red Seals, $5 NEW YORK, 
F-833b, Better than VF, bright, vivid, clean. Face plate 77. 

685 PHILADELPHIA, $10 F-894b, Fine or better, possibly 
washed and Ironed with great skid. Face and back plate 3. 
One of at most 1,260,000 made; very scarce. 



Exceedingly Rare $100 Gold Star Note 

686 GOLD CERTIFICATES .$100. 1922. F-1215. Exceedingly 
rare star note, SN ‘12520B; face plate 5. VF, bright, vivid, 
clean; possibly washed and Ironed with supreme skill, 
though we cannot swear that this was done. The only 
$100 star note we have seen of any signature combina¬ 
tion. These could have been made for F-1209-14, ad with 
the B suffix; but to date not one Is reported. Real caviar; 
an utterly unheard-of rarity, without any known auction 
record. 

SMALL SIZE UNITED STATES PAPER 
CURRENCY 

687 Nationals. TEXAS. First NB of Port Arthur. $10 Type II. CN 
5485. Crisp, Brilliant, with faint evidence of counting; top 
margin narrow. Very scarce. 


U. S. SMALL SIZE PAPER CURRENCY 

688 Federal Reserve Bank Notes (1929), New York $10 Rare 
star note, B58644*. Better than Fine, bright, vivid fairly 
clean. Face plate 175, back plate 200. Very seldom 
offered. 

689 Legals. $5 1928D, Julian-Vinson. Uncut sheet of twelve 
face plate 529, back plate 1623. Brill. Unc., as issued from 
the Treasury In 1946. Exceedingly rare, no record of 
number Issued or serial number range; only one sheet 
recorded In GSO. At present we have serial numbers on 
only four such sheets Including this one, one being ex 
Donlon, another from a Kagln sale some years ago. These 
range from G58 956 157-168A through G58 956 253-64A. 
If (as seems likely) the first one had numbers beginning 
G58 956 001 A, then this range would account for a possi¬ 
ble 22 sheets, 25 (or, less likely, 50) comprising the entire 
Issue. The present sheet is numbered G58 956 217-228A. 
One of the rarest of ad small size uncut sheets; certain to 
excite the most spirited competition. 

690 North African Invasion Issue (Yellow Seals). $10 1934A, 

Block B-A, earlier group) No. 160609 of 904,000 printed In 
this group. Crisp, Brilliant. This is the scarcest of the three 
groups— nearly 9 million of block A-A printed, 12 million 
of later B-A (SN’s 1564001 through 13564000). Unagl 
predated. tf 

691 Experimental "R" and "S" pair. $1 Block S-C, SN’s within 
the legal range. VG plus, evidently culled from circulation 
at the time; bright, washed and Ironed long ago, better 
looking than they sound. Scarce and popular. 2 Pcs. 

RARE UNCUT FRACTIONAL CURRENCY SHEET 

692 n.d. (1862) Postage Currency, or First Issue Fractionals. 
Uncut sheet of twenty 54 plain edges, with ABNCo; 
trimmed close as issued so that plate numbers do not 
show, though the notes have average margins. Two 
horizontal and one vertical crease, other lighter folds, 
slight foxing visible on back; clean, bright, vivid. Sheets of 
this kind were Issued to Union soldiers as equivalent to 
$1; most of them were clipped Into blocks and strips 
which substituted for small change. Highly desirable, 
worth a good deal more than twenty times the price of a 
54 F-1230. 

Two Fractional Currency Shields 

693 Shield (1867). Gray background, four Colby-Spinner 
autographs. Breen 4, Rarity 7, Sheldon scale. From the 
Warehouse Lot, the paper on which the engraved 
background was printed having become stained at bot¬ 
tom and generally yellowed and grayed (a result of the 
flood), as usual; several small marginal tears showing 
despite this shield’s having been trimmed close and 
matted to minimize flood damage. As usual, the second 
Issue 254 Is faded to bluish, but the other notes are in 
reasonable shape for one of these shields. 

There are nine varieties of shields, first listed 
in an FCI Advisory Bulletin for July 1973. For con¬ 
venience, the list is summarized here: 

1. “Pink" (red) background; 4 Colby auto¬ 
graphs. Borderline R-7. 

2. Green background; 4 Colby autographs. High R- 

3. "Lilac'’ (violet) background; 4 Colby autographs. 
High R-7. Hard to tell from pink, In the invariable 
faded state. 

4. "Gray” (black engraved) background; 4 Colby 
autographs. R-7. 

5. Same but 3 Colby, 1 Jeffries autograph. After 
Oct. 1867. R-5. 

6 . Same. 2 Colby, 2 Jeffries autographs. R-5. 

7. Same. 1 Colby, 3 Jeffries autographs. Low R-5, 
possibly R-4. 

8 . Same. 4 Jeffries autographs. Low R-5, possibly 
R-4. 

9. Same. 3 Jeffries autographs, 1 Allison (after 
April 1869). Only one seen. 

The vast majority of surviving shields remained unsold 
and were stored In a government warehouse, where they 
were damaged by flood. Many were cut up, the individual 
notes soaked off and sold In later years. Others were sold 
Intact, showing varying amounts of water stains. 

694 Shield (1867-68). Gray background, three Colby 
autographs, and one Jeffries (on the Grant & Sherman, as 
usual). Breen 5. From the Warehouse Lot, but very far 
above average for these; most of the notes still bright and 
vivid, Spinner’s autographs legible though slightly 
blurred, the 254 second Issue now slate color, the Postal 
104 yellowed; bronze overprinting partly bright. Paper 
split at upper R. margin, affecting edge of shield but not 
notes. All shields are rare and valuable, but the vast 
majority of them are In far lower grade than this. Matted, 
in an old partly gilt frame. 
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